Attendance:
Target:
97%
This week:
93.98%
Year to date: 93.13% ↓
We expect pupils to be in
school everyday. We can not

Newsletter.
7th January 2022
Happy New Year!
Welcome back! Its been lovely seeing so many happy faces on the gate and
around the school this week. I hope you all had a restful Christmas and enjoyed
the break.
Photographer
We will be welcoming our school photographer into school next Thursday 13th
January.. Children will be having individual photos and also invited to have sibling
photos only with siblings within the school. Unfortunately, given the current climate
we are unable to invite in pre school siblings for family photos as we have done in
the past, but have requested the chance to do this in the summer term so families
still have the same opportunity
COVID
Thank you for your co-operation with the staggered start and finish times at the
end of last term. We fully appreciate the adjustments required to work within
these timings and genuinely appreciate your understanding. We were pleased to
be able to revert back to our original timings where are below for your reference:

authorise term time absence except in
exceptional circumstances and where
appropriate, Essex County Council will
issue fines.
This week Year 6 got 98.95%, the
highest in the school. Well done!

Key Dates
Dates will be added to this list in
the coming weeks and highlighted
if they are new.
13/01/22 – School photographer
02/02/22 – Year 5 Viking workshop
04/02/22 – Number day (non
uniform)
14-18/2/22 Spring Half Term.
17/3/22 Exhibition Evening.
4-18/4/22 School break.
30/5-6/6/22 Summer Half Term.
22/6/22 Sports Day PM tbc.
30/6/22 Exhibition Evening.
4-8/7/22 Provisional Y6 Residential.
20/7/22 Last day of school.
Parent Consultations (school closes
at 13:30 on these days: 29/3/22 (Zoom or face to face).
Reports out: 15/7/22.
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks
w/c 7/2/22, 23/5/22.

The updated guidance for education focusses more on secondary schools. We
have continued with a number of our safety measures including enhanced cleaning,
increased ventilation and masks for staff as they move around the school building.
We continue to review and update our risk assessment as required.

Our Curriculum
We are currently in to process of putting together some new documentation explaining the
progression of children’s learning across our curriculum. In the interim, please find attached
an overview for each class explaining the topics covered for the next term. If you have
any questions about your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to contact the class
teachers for further information on the year group email addresses,

year1@westwoodacademy.org etc.

Woody’s
As you know, we took the difficult decision to adjust the hours in Woody’s from
September 2021 due to the significant dip in numbers following the pandemic. As
discussed we are now in a position to re-consult you regarding the current set up
and make some decisions about the suitability of the provision. A survey will be
emailed to you next week to allow us to gather your views. We thank you in
advance for your feedback.
Dogs in/around school.
We need to take this opportunity to remind parents that dogs are not to be brought into
the school playground, and please can you keep them away from the school gate. Some
of our pupils are very nervous around dogs and their parents have reported them as
being upset at having no choice but to walk close to them when leaving the school. Thanks
for your cooperation.

Our School Is NUT-FREE.
Please be mindful that there are allergies in the school and so it is a nut-free environment.
That means for all food coming into the school, whether it be packed lunches, snacks or for
events like Children in Need or at Christmas. Thank you for your support in this matter.

PRIMARY ADMISSION CLOSES ON 15th JANUARY 2022.
If you would like a child to attend Westwood from September 2022 in Reception, you will
need to apply through the local authority before 15 January 2022. Please click the link
below for more details:
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-primary-school-place

Sumdog update.
All teachers have set their classes new challenges on Sumdog for the upcoming half term.
Well done to all at Westwood who are accessing Sumdog and engaging in their home
learning. Remember, the expectation is that you access Sumdog a minimum of three times
per week.
‘A recent study demonstrated that using Sumdog for just 30 minutes a week almost doubles
children’s fluency progress’.
If you have any questions regarding Sumdog please don’t hesitate to ask.

Healthy Lifestyles.
We promote healthy lifestyles. As well as
encouraging the recommended 60
minutes of exercise we are also
promoting healthiness by changing the
snack rules at break time. The new
expectations are as follows:
 Fruit or vegetables only;
 Food that has a 'green' or
mostly 'green' label;
 No foods with red labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats.
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that pupils learn healthy habits with
exercise and nutrition early so that it can become a pattern through life.

Please park and drive safely around the school.
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to a safer environment at the front of the
school, by parking responsibly and being considerate of the needs of our pupils (who
need to be able to cross roads safely) and our neighbours in Beresford Close and
Beresford Gardens. Within Beresford Close in particular, there are several very
vulnerable residents, so please can you make sure you are not blocking access to their
properties and driveways, as for some of them mobility is an issue.
Please park considerately if you need to drive to school. If parents have any concerns
about dangerous parking or driving outside the school, please call the non-emergency
police number to report them on

STOP PRESS!
Children, parents or staff should
not attend school if they show
symptoms of COVID-19 or test
positive. Instead, follow the
government guidelines at
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Primary Admissions for Reception
2022 are open 8 November to 15
January 2022.

0300 333 4444
Out of school Achievements
Jessica in year 5 has been working extremely hard inn Gymnastics and has very
impressively managed to gain her level 5, 6, 7 and 8 proficiency award all in 1 day!
Huge congratulations Jessica. What a fantastic achievement!

Piano Practice.
The two pupils that had practised the most leading up to Christmas were Tyron from Year
5 and Willow from Year 2. Well done to Tyron and Willow for all your enthusiasm.
Art Sales!
One of our extremely talented children, Daisy in year 5, has been busy creating lots of art
projects to sell. She is very keen to raise money for school funds and has canvases, scratch
art, charms and more to sell. Daisy will be coming into class on a Friday afternoon from
next week to sell her art work. The details, and a sample of her work, can be found below.
She will begin her sales next Friday with year 1 and 2 so if your child would like to
purchase some art, please send your child in with money in a labelled envelope. Thanks to
Daisy for her fantastic dedication to raising money for Westwood and to parents for their
support.

Regular Information – click on the links below for more help.
Home Learning.
Woody’s Care Provision
When available, can be found on our
Details.
website by clicking this icon:

This week, school dinners will be from
the Winter Menu, Week 2 – click
below. Click icon below to see menus.

T: 07580 461715
Opening Hours.
Mon-Thu 08:00-08:45, 15:10-17:00
Fri 08:00-08:45, 15:10-16:00
Bridging Club Fri 1:30 – 15:10
(Woodys is closed during lockdown).

Click below for…

Please remember
snacks and water
bottles each day,
as well as
appropriate coats
for cold weather
and sun cream
when it’s warm.

For support with home learning, email:
nursery@westwoodacademy.org
reception@westwoodacademy.org
year1@westwoodacademy.org
year2@westwoodacademy.org
year3@westwoodacademy.org
year4@westwoodacademy.org
year5@westwoodacademy.org
year6@westwoodacademy.org

Packed Lunches.
Please make sure that packed
lunches are healthy, nut-free and
provided in lunch boxes that are
cleaned daily.
Thank you.

We DO NOT keep
spare PE kits. Please
ensure pupils are
provided with PE kit
throughout the school
year. Please speak to the school
office to make us aware of any
difficulty with this. PE kit is part of the
school uniform, details of which can be
found here.

Online Safety.

We are nut free. Help us safeguard
those with allergies and please do not
send any products containing nuts into
school.

13 to use

If you have any out of school
achievements that you would like
mentioned in the school newsletter,
please email the office at:

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and
Facebook

13
Whatsapp, Tik Tok

16 to register
YouTube

18 to register
13 with parental permission.
Games – check PEGI rating.

office@westwoodacademy.org
For the latest, detailed information
on COVID-19 about accessing
testing and advice about
coronavirus, go to:

MINIMUM AGES.

Click here for more on online safety.
If you need to contact us outside of
office hours regarding a positive
COVID test that will need us to take
action, please use the email:

covid@westwoodacademy.org
Click here for details of our school
uniform.
Click our logo to go to our website.

T: 01702 559467.
E: admin@westwoodacademy.org

Follow us on Facebook – we use it to
post regular and emergency
messages. Click below to go to our
page.

Our year group overviews
Reception
This term we will be continuing to recap the sounds we have learnt so far and use them to build
simple words and sentences, we will also begin learning the sounds in phase 3 (v,w,x,y,z) and then
move onto digraphs (two letters making one sound).
In maths we will compare numbers using the language more than and less than. We will be working
practically to use this language and then look at adding and subtracting 1 from numbers and see
how this looks written as a number sentence. We will also look at estimating. After we have made an
estimate, we will then carefully count the objects and see if our estimate was more/fewer than the
actual amount.
We really enjoyed finding out about celebrations and traditions last year so we will look at how
Chinese New Year is celebrated and complete lots of fun activities and crafts.

Year 1
Exploring China
This half-term our topic is Exploring China. We will be comparing China to the United
Kingdom, looking at population, cultural differences, food and much more. Linking with our
topic we will be looking at animals in Science. Thinking about animals that are found in the
United Kingdom and those that are found in China. We will be looking at their diets,
identifying if the animals are herbivores, carnivores and omnivores.
In mathematics we have started looking at counting in tens, fives and twos, leading into
multiplication and division. We will then move onto place value to 100 along with addition and
subtraction.
In writing we will be covering skilled based lessons, embedding the skills through creative
writing tasks. As well as this we will be looking at comprehension texts, to embed reading
skills. Our main text we are focusing on this half term is ‘Living in the United Kingdom’ where
we will be thinking about how we live, and making comparisons to China. This will then be
adapted by the children to create a piece of writing called ‘Living in China’. Giving the
children the opportunity to include all the information learned.

Year 2
Spring term 2022
We are beginning the term with our new topic ‘Winter Wonderland’. The challenge homework is to…

Create a Winter Wonderland 3D scene.

Create a poster all about the Winter season and what changes in the world around us during Winter.

Research into the career of an Artist who focuses on creating Winter art and create a piece of art
that is inspired by the artist.
If you haven’t completed an activity you still have time to send them in. Our next topic is ‘Castles’. During our
spelling lessons, we will be learning new spelling rules which the children will work on in the spellings they bring
home. Spelling tests are still on Friday and new spellings will still come home in spelling books on Friday too. We
will continue handwriting practise focusing on joining. The children will be bringing home handwriting sheets now
and then to continue their practise. In writing we are beginning our first text which is a non-chronological
report about Polar Bears. We will then move onto story writing and letter writing. In maths we are going to be
focusing on multiplication, division, fractions and geometry all whilst recapping the skills we have already
learned. PE will be on Thursday this half term so please ensure earrings are taken out before school and that
the children come in wearing PE kit. We will be continuing with our SATS practise each week to prepare the
children. New challenges have been set on Sumdog, keep accessing Sumdog as regularly as possible as it helps
develop mathematical knowledge. Books can be changed within class when necessary and reading records are
checked on Thursdays. New library books will be taken home on Thursdays too. If you have any questions please
don’t hesitate to email me at year2@westwoodacademy.org
Miss Richmond 

Year 3
Spring term 2022
Happy New Year from 3C! We are excited to continue our current topic The United
Kingdom, in particular our local area. In Science we are looking at Plants and growth. . In
English we are looking at poetry and descriptive story writing, and in March, we will be having
a dedicated Shakespeare Week. In Maths we are going to be focusing on a range of topics
including place multiplication and division, measurement (money) and statistics. To support
your children with Maths in the real world please encourage them to use the four operations
and money when out and about and please do access Sumdog at home to assist with mental
maths and times tables. PE will now be on Tuesday afternoons so please send your children
into school in their PE kits with no earrings. Spelling tests will be every Monday morning. If
you have any questions you can reach me on year3@westwoodacademy.org
Mrs Coleman.

Year 4
Spring term 2022
In Maths, we will be looking at multiplication and the most efficient methods to use including
formal written method. We will continue working on learning our times tables, this can be
further supported using Sumdog at home regularly. We will also be looking at area and then
moving on to working with fractions.
In Literacy, we will start by focusing on poetry and then we will be reading The Iron Man,
with writing activities centred around this. We will be participating in Shakespeare week in
March, using one of his plays as a focus for our writing.
Our Science topic for the first half of the term is the Digestive System followed by animals
and their habitats. In Art we will investigate the work of the artist Paul Klee and in DT we
will be learning about seasonal foods and nutrition. RE is all about Christianity.
Our Geography topic is Europe, with particular emphasis on the regions of the United
Kingdom. We will also be learning about the water cycle as well as using maps, compasses and
grid references in atlases.
Spelling tests are still on Friday and new spellings will still come home in spelling books on
Mondays.
PE will be on a Monday so please come to school wearing your PE kit and ensure earrings are
taken out before school unless the children can take them out themselves.

Year 5
Spring term “The Vicious Vikings”
This is a history based topic where we will be learning about England before and after the Viking raids and what
daily life was like within that period. To enthuse and enrich the children’s learning for this topic we have
arranged for ‘History off the Page’ to run a series of workshops for the whole of the school day on Tuesday
1st February . The children will need to dress up in a simple Viking costume and payment for the day can be made
via Parent mail. In Science we will be learning about electricity, materials and their properties. In Literacy we
will be writing a fantasy story in response to the text ‘How to train your dragon’, and then we will be delving
into the world of espionage, where we will be writing a spy story based on the book ‘Stormbreaker’ . Our Math’s
work will involve us developing and using the formal written methods of short and long multiplication and
division. Then we move onto fractions, decimals and percentages, we will also be using our problem-solving and
reasoning skills to provide further challenges. In Spring 2 we will continue to learn about the Vikings but also
start a new science topic called ‘What am I?’ where we will be learning about states of matter, reversible and
irreversible changes.
Reminders:
PE: Thursday – All jewellery needs to be removed.
Library session: Monday afternoon
Homework: Go on to Sumdog to learn times tables.
Reading as much as possible and record in the Reading Record
Spellings are given out on a Friday and tested on the following Friday.
Challenge homework: Please support and encourage your child to complete at least one piece this half term.
Details below……
Vikings year 5 Challenge Homework






Design a Viking board game
Make a model of a Viking longhouse or a Viking long boat
Make a Viking collage
Draw or paint a picture of a Viking God
Create a presentation or a PowerPoint about something that interests you about the Vikings.

Year 6
Our Literacy topic this term in 6B is “Make your Mark”, we will be studying Shakespeare’s Macbeth
and a classic narrative poem. After half-term, we will be writing Quest stories and Explanation
Texts.
In Maths, we will continue with Fractions and will be calculating Decimals and Percentages. We
will also ‘add’ in Ratio and Proportion. We will explore Algebra, Perimeter, Area and Volume and
converting units of measure.
In Science, we will be developing our knowledge on electricity and circuits, this half-term and then
we will be learning about animals and their habitats.
PE continues to take place on Wednesday afternoons, please ensure your child always has their
named PE kit at school. Also jogging bottoms/leggings and a sweatshirt, for outdoor lessons would
be helpful. Earrings are not allowed to be worn during PE lessons.
In Year 6 this term, our focus is on preparing the children for the SATs tests which take place in
May. We will be concentrating on Maths and Literacy and the children will be completing practice
test papers in these subjects.
Homework will begin to be set on a daily basis in the form of workbooks, with the children having
an opportunity to discuss any issues they are having the day before it is due in.
Help from home: The children will be bringing their completed test papers home; it would be
helpful if you could encourage the children to use these as revision aids. Also, please continue to
support your child by ensuring they are reading regularly. This will help them with comprehension
skills as well as improving their writing.

