Attendance:
Target:
97%
This week:
93.79%
Year to date: 93.14% ↓
We expect pupils to be in
school everyday. We can not
authorise term time absence except in
exceptional circumstances and where
appropriate, Essex County Council will
issue fines.
This week Year 5 got 94.79%, the
highest in the school. Well done!

Newsletter.
10th December 2021

Key Dates

Merry Christmas!
This will be our final newsletter for the year so I wanted to take this opportunity
to thank you all so much for the support you have shown myself and the school
over the past few weeks given the changes in leadership and the increasing
cases of COVID within our community. I have been genuinely overwhelmed by
the community which have, once again proved why Westwood is such a special
place.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very merry
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. We look forward to welcoming
you back on TUESDAY 4th JANUARY. Currently the plan will be to revert back to
our usual start and finish times. If this changes, I will or course communicate this
with you before the start of term.

End of Term – Friday 17th December
The final day of term will be a non-uniform day. Children will be enjoying
Christmas activities in their classes to celebrate the end of an eventful first term!
COVID
Thank you for your co-operation with the staggered start and finish times this
week. The crowds on the playground and reduced significantly as have the
mixing of year groups during busy periods. I am pleased to report that our
COVID rates in the school have reduced significantly as a result of these new
measures which will remain in place until the end of term.

Year 6 – main entrance
Year 5 – main entrance
Year 4 – main entrance
Year 3 – main entrance
Year 2 – main entrance
Year 1 – main entrance
Reception – main entrance
Nursery (AM) main entrance
Nursery (PM) main entrance

Drop off
08:45
08:50
08:55
09:00
09:05
09:10
09:15
08:45
12:15

Collect M-Th
15:20
15:20
15:15
15:15
15:10
15:10
15:05
11:45
15:15

Collect Fri
13:35
13:35
13:30
13:30
13:25
13:25
13:20
11:45
n/a

Christmas dinners
Our hugely popular Christmas dinners will be returning this year on Wednesday
15th December. We look forward to resuming this festive tradition.

Dates will be added to this list in
the coming weeks and highlighted
if they are new.
20/12-3/1/22 School Break.
13/01/22 – School photographer
14-18/2/22 Spring Half Term.
17/3/22 Exhibition Evening.
4-18/4/22 School break.
30/5-6/6/22 Summer Half Term.
06/06/21 Staff training day
22/6/22 Sports Day PM tbc.
30/6/22 Exhibition Evening.
4-8/7/22 Provisional Y6 Residential.
20/7/22 Last day of school.
Parent Consultations (school closes
at 13:30 on these days: 29/3/22 (Zoom or face to face).
Reports out: 15/7/22.
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks
w/c 7/2/22, 23/5/22.

Woody’s
A reminder that Woody’s will be open as normal on the morning of Friday 17 th
December but will not be open for bridging or after school club.

Christmas arrangements
We are keen to proceed with our Christmas shows next week. Other than COVID, the
only factor which may work against us is the weather! Unfortunately, we may have to
cancel the shows last minute in the case of adverse weather and will let you know as
soon as we can.
The arrangements are:
EYFS – The children have been busy with their performances this week and the unveiling
will be on Friday 17th December via Tapestry. Thanks for the wonderful selection of
Christmas jumpers this week!
Year 1 and 2 will be performing on WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER at 10:30am and
2:30pm. Warm coats, gloves, scarves and hats will need to be brought into school by
Monday 13th December ready for the show!
Year 3 and 4 will be performing on TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER at 10:45am and
3:30pm. Children will need warm clothes and an optional Christmas jumpers may be
brought into school on the day to change in to.
Year 5 and 6 will be performing on THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER at 11am and 2:15pm.
Children need warm coats and Christmas hats on the day and may also bring a
Christmas jumper to change in to.
On the show days please arrive no more than 10 minutes before the beginning of the
show to enable us to clear the performance areas. 2 guests per child are invited to the
show which will last for approximately 20 minutes. There will be hot chocolate and mince
pies available on departure for all!

Dogs in/around school.
We need to take this opportunity to remind parents that dogs are not to be brought
into the school playground, and please can you keep them away from the school gate.
Some of our pupils are very nervous around dogs and their parents have reported them
as being upset at having no choice but to walk close to them when leaving the school.
Thanks for your cooperation.

Our School Is NUT-FREE.
Please be mindful that there are allergies in the school and so it is a nut-free
environment. That means for all food coming into the school, whether it be packed
lunches, snacks or for events like Children in Need or at Christmas. Thank you for your
support in this matter.

Primary Admissions for Reception 2022 are open 8 November to 15 January
2022.
If you would like a child to attend Westwood from September 2022 in Reception, you
will need to apply through the local authority before 15 January 2022. Please click the
link below for more details:
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-primary-school-place

Sumdog update.
We have been hearing positive things about Sumdog and are seeing lots of interaction
from the children. Remember, the expectation is that you access Sumdog a minimum of
three times per week.
‘A recent study demonstrated that using Sumdog for just 30 minutes a week almost
doubles children’s fluency progress’.
If you haven’t already completed your initial baseline, aim to complete this as soon as
possible. Next week, class teachers will be setting times tables challenges for each pupil
to participate in for the upcoming half term.

STOP PRESS!
Children, parents or staff should
not attend school if they show
symptoms of COVID-19 or test
positive. Instead, follow the
government guidelines at
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Primary Admissions for Reception
2022 are open 8 November to 15
January 2022.

Southend United PE sessions
This half term Year 1 and Year 5 have welcomed Southend United Football Club coaches
into school.
Year 1 have taken part in Premier League Primary Stars which has been focusing on
teamwork, multi-skill games and a love of fitness. The children have thoroughly loved
learning new games and working together as a team.
Year 5 have taken part in Move and Learn focusing on moving, hydration, meal
planning, exercise, joy of movement and healthy hearts. This involved a 30 minute
classroom session and 30 minute outdoor activity.
Each class has loved their time with the SUFC coaches and we wanted to say a big thank
you to the coaches and the team at Southend United for making this possible.

Healthy Lifestyles.
We promote healthy
lifestyles. As well as
encouraging the
recommended 60 minutes
of exercise we are also
promoting healthiness by
changing the snack rules
at break time. The new
expectations are as
follows:
• Fruit or
vegetables only;
• Food that has a
'green' or mostly
'green' label;
• No foods with red labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats.
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that pupils learn healthy habits with
exercise and nutrition early so that it can become a pattern through life.

PTFA news.
A huge thankyou to the PTFA who have this week donated money to each class in the
school to spend on Christmas Activities. The teachers are busy planning activities in class
from decoration making to party games and prizes. These activities will be happening
throughout next week all thanks to our fantastic PTFA!

Christmas Colouring competition
The PTFA will be holding a colouring competition to raise money for the school. Attached
are 4 different colouring pages. Simply print off the page you like, decorate using pens,
pencils, glitter etc and return to school with a 50p donation by Monday 13th December.

Please park and drive safely around the school.
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to a safer environment at the front of the
school, by parking responsibly and being considerate of the needs of our pupils (who
need to be able to cross roads safely) and our neighbours in Beresford Close and
Beresford Gardens. Within Beresford Close in particular, there are several very
vulnerable residents, so please can you make sure you are not blocking access to their
properties and driveways, as for some of them mobility is an issue.
Please park considerately if you need to drive to school. If parents have any concerns
about dangerous parking or driving outside the school, please call the non-emergency
police number to report them on

0300 333 4444

Regular Information – click on the links below for more help.
Home Learning.
Woody’s Care Provision
When available, can be found on our
Details.
website by clicking this icon:

This week, school dinners will be from
the Winter Menu, Week 1 – click
below. Click icon below to see menus.

T: 07580 461715
Opening Hours.
Mon-Thu 08:00-08:45, 15:10-17:00
Fri 08:00-08:45, 15:10-16:00
Bridging Club Fri 1:30 – 15:10
(Woodys is closed during lockdown).

Click below for…

Please remember
snacks and water
bottles each day,
as well as
appropriate coats
for cold weather
and sun cream
when it’s warm.

For support with home learning, email:
nursery@westwoodacademy.org
reception@westwoodacademy.org
year1@westwoodacademy.org
year2@westwoodacademy.org
year3@westwoodacademy.org
year4@westwoodacademy.org
year5@westwoodacademy.org
year6@westwoodacademy.org

Packed Lunches.
Please make sure that packed
lunches are healthy, nut-free and
provided in lunch boxes that are
cleaned daily.
Thank you.

We DO NOT keep
spare PE kits. Please
ensure pupils are
provided with PE kit
throughout the school
year. Please speak to the school
office to make us aware of any
difficulty with this. PE kit is part of the
school uniform, details of which can be
found here.

Online Safety.

We are nut free. Help us safeguard
those with allergies and please do not
send any products containing nuts into
school.

13 to use

If you have any out of school
achievements that you would like
mentioned in the school newsletter,
please email the office at:

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and
Facebook

13
Whatsapp, Tik Tok

16 to register
YouTube

18 to register
13 with parental permission.
Games – check PEGI rating.

office@westwoodacademy.org
For the latest, detailed information
on COVID-19 about accessing
testing and advice about
coronavirus, go to:

MINIMUM AGES.

Click here for more on online safety.
If you need to contact us outside of
office hours regarding a positive
COVID test that will need us to take
action, please use the email:

covid@westwoodacademy.org
Click here for details of our school
uniform.
Click our logo to go to our website.

T: 01702 559467.
E: admin@westwoodacademy.org

Follow us on Facebook – we use it to
post regular and emergency
messages. Click below to go to our
page.

nner Menu

th

15
December 2021
MENU
Roast Turkey with Pigs in Blankets
***
Vegetarian Festive Slice
***
Stuffing
***
Roast Potatoes
***
Carrots & Peas
Cost: £2.20 for Years 3 to 6

***
Strawberry & Vanilla Christmas Ice Cream Pot

Free of Charge for Reception,
Years 1 & 2

