
 

 

Attendance: 
Target:  97% 

This week: 93.97% ↑ 

Year to date: 95.17% ↓ 
 

We expect pupils to be in 
school everyday.  We can not 

authorise term time absence except in 
exceptional circumstances and where 
appropriate, Essex County Council will 
issue fines. 
This week Reception got 96.64%, the 
highest in the school.  Well done! 

 
 

  

Newsletter. 

 8th October 2021  Key Dates 

Parent Consultations 12th October 2021.   

School closes at 13:30. 
As we usually do, we will close the school at 13:30 on Tuesday, the 12th October 
2021 to carry out parent consultations.  10 minute appointments were made 
available earlier this week via Parentmail, and will close today.  These sessions are 
to discuss how pupils have settled into the new year groups, successes, targets and 
support.  We will send out a Parentmail for booking time slots on Monday, and then 
the Zoom details before the event.  We have planned to use Zoom this time and 
review that arrangement for the next set of parent consultations on 29th March 
2022, when we will potentially reintroduce a face to face element for parent 
consultations if the circumstances permit. 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Week. 
Next week is our first random acts of kindness 
week this year, so we hope everyone will 
take part in that by doing something kind 
each day that helps another person or 
brightens up their day, cheers them up or 
motivates them.  It does not have to be 
anything big, it does not need to cost 
anything, just be thoughtful and kind. 

 
Please help the pupils think about what they can do in order to participate in what is 
always a powerful week.  The effects of it usually last much longer than just the 
week as children develop the skill of acting kindly, having concerns for others and 
trying to help those who may or may not need it.  Thank you. 
 

£500 DONATION FOR NEW 
READING BOOKS! 

A huge THANK YOU to the PTFA who just this week have donated £500 to 

the school for new reading books, as well as a new pool table and basketball hoops 
for Woodys.  We are always looking at how we can improve 
our provision, and so this donation will be incredibly 

beneficial to all pupils.  The 
PTFA raise money that 
benefits the pupils directly, 
in ways such as through 
reading books, and we 
appreciate every bit of help 
they give, from the hours 
volunteered, the events organised, to the ice lollies bought 

and sold outside the school.  We  you guys! 

 Dates will be added to this list in the 
coming weeks and highlighted if they 
are new.   
 

15/10/21 PTFA Halloween Discos. 
18-29/10/21 Autumn Half Term. 
w/c 15/11/21 Reception 2022 open 
mornings. 
25/11/21 Exhibition Evening. 
10/12/21 PTFA Christmas Discos tbc. 
20/12-3/1/22 School Break. 
14-18/2/22 Spring Half Term. 
17/3/22 Exhibition Evening. 
4-18/4/22 School break. 
30/5-6/6/22 Summer Half Term. 
22/6/22 Sports Day PM tbc. 
30/6/22 Exhibition Evening. 
4-8/7/22 Provisional Y6 Residential. 
20/7/22 Last day of school tbc. 
 

Parent Consultations (school closes at 
13:30 on these days: - 
12/10/21 (Zoom), 29/3/22 (Zoom or 
face to face). 
Reports out: 15/7/22. 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Weeks w/c 
11/10/21, 7/2/22, 23/5/22. 
 

STOP PRESS! 

 

In this 
issue: 

Parent Consultations (13:30 finish)    Acts of Kindness Week    Thanks PTFA!    Black History    World Homeless Day    Open Mornings for 2022       
 

Healthy Lifestyles    Sumdog    Secondary Applications    Mini Marathon    Poppies    Nursery News    Karate Lessons    PTFA Discos X2!    Parking 
 

Regular Information    Sumdog Details    Half term football    Parent Workshops    Teacher Training    First Class School Photo    Mini Marathon Form 

Children, parents or staff should not 
attend school if they show symptoms 

of COVID-19 or test positive.  Instead, 
follow the government guidelines at 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 

Secondary School Admissions are 
open!  See details later in the 
newsletter.  
 

Primary Admissions for Reception 
2022 are open 8 November to 15 
January 2022. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Black History Month. 
We are celebrating black history month, and next week pupils will be studying significant black 
figures from history and also taking part in class in a poster competition to promote racial equality.  
The winner will displayed as the front page of the newsletter in the next few weeks and also be 
displayed in school, and if pupils want to work on their poster designs outside of school, that would 
be a welcome addition to help promote equality and help all of our community understand that 
racism in any form is unacceptable. 
 

World Homeless Day: non-uniform day on 15th October. 
On Friday 15th October, our School Council of pupils from all year groups have decided 
Westwood will be supporting the charity 'Crisis' on World Homeless Day. Homelessness is a 
devastating experience and 'Crisis' believes that no one should be homeless in Britain today and we agree, so thought that it 
would be a good gesture during random acts of kindness week. 
 
We will be supporting this with a Non-uniform day and the children will donate £1 towards the charity 
 
Open Mornings for Reception 2022 admissions. 
We are now taking appointments for parents of prospective September 2022 Reception pupils to tour the school and meet staff.  
During the week commencing 15th November 2021, appointments will be available to take small groups around the school and 
answer any questions that parents may have.  We have chosen this alternative approach (usually we have just two sessions, 

usually attended by large numbers) to keep numbers down and disrupt the pupils less, and also to reduce the potential risk of 
transmission of COVID.  If attending, we politely ask that you carry out a lateral flow test in advance, again to reduce the risk of 
transmission. 
 

 
Open Morning Visits are by appointment only, which can be booked 

through the office by calling 01702 559467 during school hours.  Thank you. 

 

 

Healthy Lifestyles. 
We promote healthy lifestyles. As well as encouraging the recommended 60 
minutes of exercise we are also promoting healthiness by changing the snack 
rules at break time. The new expectations are as follows: 

• Fruit or vegetables only; 

• Food that has a 'green' or mostly 'green' label; 

• No foods with red labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that pupils learn healthy habits 
with exercise and nutrition early so that it can become a pattern through life. 
 

  Sumdog is replacing TT Rockstars!     
We are replacing TT Rockstars with Sumdog, details of which are included in a letter at the end of the newsletter – this will be a 
more varied mathematical experience for pupils, whilst still allowing them to practice their timetables as previously.  Please read 
the letter to see what is involved.  Thank you. 

 
Year 7 Secondary Applications are now open until 31st October 2021. 
New secondary admission round (Year 6 to 7 transfer September 2022). 
  
The application period for admission to Year 7 in secondary schools for September 2022 opened on 10 September 2021.  
  
From this date, parents/carers of current Year 6 Essex resident children will be able to make their applications using our website 
www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. Last year, 99% of Essex parents applied online. 
  
As usual, the Council will not be sending out letters to parents/carers about applying. All of the application information is 
published on the website above. 
 
The national closing date for secondary applications is 31st October 2021 – so please ensure that your applications are in by 
then. 
 

Virgin Money Giving Mini London Marathon. 
The children have been taking part in the London Mini Marathon.  They have been walking/running the distance of 2.6 miles to 
raise money for our school, to buy new PE equipment to use in the playground.  The distance has been carried out on different 
days and in different ways. Some classes have chosen to walk around the local area, others completing it in school.   Sponsorship 
forms have been sent home (and there’s one attached at the end of the newsletter), so start raising money!  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Fadmissions&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9b10f8c6d9cd4eca72ce08d96df8c3b1%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637661737457562160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4mb0MB7pm9X2uHeonfuJN5aGowJ0irq%2BRler8jzK3E0%3D&reserved=0


 
Poppies.  
Poppy Appeal – Poppies will be on sale in school from Monday 1st November to 11th 
November.  Pupils can bring donations into school and the poppies will taken around the 
classes daily. 
 

New Starters Photos in the Echo. 
Our new Reception class photo will be published in the Echo on 12th October 2021.  More details on the flyer at the back of the 
newsletter. 
 

Nursery News 

The children have really enjoyed the autumnal activities in nursery this week, including making hedgehogs out of playdough and 

spaghetti and going on a leaf hunt around the school.  

As we are still welcoming new children to the nursery and have only met some of the children for just a few sessions, parent 

meetings will be arranged for the next set of consultations on 29th March 2022. Please continue to look at updates of your 

children’s learning via Tapestry and if you have any questions please speak to one of the team or email:  

nursery@westwoodacademy.org  

Karate Club. 
We have been asked by the Karate Club that uses the school facilities to make aware parents aware of the club and the lessons 
that happen in the school hall on Thursdays after school from 15:30-16:30.  The cost of the sessions is £5, and if you require any 
further information, you can contact D Phillips (7th Dan) on 07901 827725. 
 

PTFA news. 
The Halloween discos are back, and will be held on Friday 15th October. 
 
KS1 2.30pm-4.00pm 
KS2 4.30pm-6.00pm 
 
Wristbands are £5.00 and will be available to buy from Monday 27th September. 

 
 

Question: What is better than a disco?   
Answer: Not much of course, except 2 discos! 
 
Plan ahead for Christmas, and get a place at the Westwood PTFA Christmas Party, on 
Friday 10th December 2021.  KS1 and EY 2:30pm-4:00pm, KS2 4:30pm to 6:00pm. 
 
More details to follow, but attending definitely moves you up a place on the good list. 

 
 

 Please park and drive safely around the school.  
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to a safer environment at the front of the school, by parking responsibly and being 
considerate of the needs of our pupils (who need to be able to cross roads safely) and our neighbours in Beresford Close and 
Beresford Gardens.  Within Beresford Close in 
particular, there are several very vulnerable 

residents, so please can you make sure you are 
not blocking access to their properties and 
driveways, as for some of them mobility is an 
issue. 
 
Please park considerately if you need to drive 
to school.  If parents have any concerns about 
dangerous parking or driving outside the school, 
please call the non-emergency police number to 
report them on  

0300 333 4444 

 

 

  

mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org


Regular Information – click on the links below for more help. 
 

Woody’s Care Provision 

Details. 

 
T: 07580 461715 
 
Opening Hours. 
Mon-Thu 08:00-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
Fri 08:00-08:45, 15:10-16:00 
Bridging Club Fri 1:30 – 15:10 
(Woodys is closed during lockdown). 

 Home Learning. 
When available, can be found on our 
website by clicking this icon: 

 This week, school dinners will be from 
the Summer Menu, Week 1 – click 
below.  Click icon below to see menus. 
 

     

Click below for… 
 

 

 For support with home learning, email: 
 
nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
reception@westwoodacademy.org 
year1@westwoodacademy.org 
year2@westwoodacademy.org 
year3@westwoodacademy.org 

year4@westwoodacademy.org 
year5@westwoodacademy.org 
year6@westwoodacademy.org 

 Packed Lunches. 
Please make sure that packed 
lunches are healthy, nut-free and 
provided in lunch boxes that are 
cleaned daily. 
Thank you. 

     

Please remember 
snacks and water 
bottles each day, 
as well as 
appropriate 
coats for cold 
weather and sun 
cream when it’s 
warm. 

 We DO NOT keep 
spare PE kits.  Please 
ensure pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school 
year.  Please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of any 
difficulty with this.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of which can 
be found here. 

 Online Safety. 

MINIMUM AGES. 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 

Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental permission. 

Games – check PEGI rating. 

Click here for more on online safety. 

    

If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 

mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 

 
office@westwoodacademy.org 

 We are nut free.  Help us safeguard 
those with allergies and please do not 
send any products containing nuts into 
school. 
 

 

     

For the latest, detailed information 
on COVID-19 about accessing 
testing and advice about 
coronavirus, go to:  
 

 If you need to contact us outside of 
office hours regarding a positive 
COVID test that will need us to take 
action, please use the email: 
 

covid@westwoodacademy.org 

 

 
 
Click here for details of our school 
uniform. 

     

 
T: 01702 559467. 

E: admin@westwoodacademy.org 

  
Click our logo to go to our website. 

 Follow us on Facebook – we use it to 
post regular and emergency 
messages.  Click below to go to our 
page. 
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Supporting your child’s mental health 

Parent Workshop with  

Kerry Williams MNCS Accred. Counsellor/Supervisor/Family Liaison Officer 

Jacky Wragg MA, SEND, Essex Partnership SENCO  

 
 

Workshops will take place via Zoom  

on the following dates  

30th September – How we react makes a difference 

7th October – Praise and encouragement  

14th October – Boundaries and consistency  

21st October – Responding and supporting  

All sessions will run from 7pm to 8:15pm  

Please attend all 4 sessions 
 
 

To book and receive Zoom invite register here  
LINK OPENS FRIDAY 17th SEPTEMBER AT 10am 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-your-childs-mental-health-tickets-171393872687 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-your-childs-mental-health-tickets-171393872687


 
 

 

  



 

 



 

 


