
 

 

Attendance: 
Target:   97% 
This week:  97.7% 
Year to date:  97.6% 
 

We expect pupils to be in 
school everyday.  We can not 

authorise term time absence except in 
exceptional circumstances and where 
appropriate, Essex County Council will 
issue fines. 
This week years 4 and 6 got 100%!  
Well done! 

 
 

  

Newsletter. 

 10th September 2021  Key Dates 

 

Welcome back. 
It’s been lovely to see everyone back and to see everyone safe and healthy.  School 

has been just like it ever was this week, busy with the sights and sounds of learning 
and incredibly positive and calm as the pupils have risen to the challenges of new 
year groups and even their first day at school.  We thank you all for you good 
sense at the start and end of the day, avoiding crowding outside the school.  For 
clarity, for those who are bringing siblings in together at the later start time (to 
avoid having to wait outside school), there will not be any late marks issued for the 
older sibling who is arriving later.  We need to reduce crowds gathering and so will 
be sensible about managing this aspect – late marks will be issued for arrival 15 
minutes or more after registers close, which will be at 9:30.  Thank you also for your 
patience this week, as we have had a number of staff missing for various reasons, 
and so have been covering their roles in other ways. 
 
For your information, our start/finish times are: - 
 
           Drop off/Collect M-Th          Collect Fri 
    
Year 6 – main entrance  08:45 15:20  13:30 
Year 5 – main entrance  08:45 15:20  13:30 
Year 4 – main entrance  08:45 15:20  13:30 
Year 3 – main entrance  08:45 15:20  13:30   
Siblings in KS1/KS2 drop  08:55 15:10/15:20 13:20/13:30  
Year 2 – main entrance  08:55 15:10  13:20 
Year 1 – main entrance  08:55 15:10  13:20 
Reception – main entrance  09:00 15:05  13:20 
Nursery (AM) nursery entrance 08:45 11:45  11:45 
Nursery (PM) nursery entrance 12:15 15:15  n/a 
 

Welcome Meetings. 
We have organised welcome meetings for new parents in classes next week.  These 
will run for 15 minutes at the end of the school day and are an opportunity to come 
into school to hear the key messages about how the new year groups will run.  
Attendance at these sessions is not essential, as we have captured the main 

messages from each class on the next pages of this newsletter under “Curriculum 
Updates” – so if you cannot make it, you still have the main messages available 
here. 
 
Welcome meeting Dates and times: - 
 
Reception 14:40  Monday 13th September 
Years 1 and 3 14:50  Tuesday 14th September 
Years 2 and 5 14:50  Wednesday 15th September 
Years 4 and 6 15:00  Thursday 16th September 

 Dates will be added to this list in the 
coming weeks and highlighted if they 
are new.   
 
24/9/21 PTFA Bend The Rules Day. 
15/10/21 PTFA Halloween Discos tbc. 
18-29/10/21 Autumn Half Term. 
25/11/21 Exhibition Evening. 
20/12-3/1/22 School Break. 
14-18/2/22 Spring Half Term. 
17/3/22 Exhibition Evening. 
4-18/4/22 School break. 
30/5-6/6/22 Summer Half Term. 
22/6/22 Sports Day PM tbc. 
30/6/22 Exhibition Evening. 
4-8/7/22 Provisional Y6 Residential. 
20/7/22 Last day of school tbc. 
 
Parent Consultations (school closes at 
13:30 on these days: - 
12/10/21 (Zoom) and 29/3/22 (Zoom 
or face to face). 
Reports out: 15/7/22. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks w/c 
11/10/21, 7/2/22, 23/5/22. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will try and 
give as much notice as possible. 
 

STOP PRESS! 

 

In this 
issue: 

Welcome back   Welcome Meetings    Curriculum Updates     Nursery News    Autumn Term Clubs    National Fitness Day (DRESS UP) 
 

Achievements     PTFA News – Bend The Rules Day    Year 7 Secondary Applications NOW OPEN 
 

Regular Information    Teacher Training Opportunities    Walk For Wards    Heritage Open Day at HOFS    Go For Grammar Days     

Children, parents or staff should not 
attend school if they show symptoms 
of COVID-19 or test positive.  Instead, 
follow the government guidelines at 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 
Secondary School Admissions 
are open!  See details later in the 
newsletter.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Curriculum Updates. 
 
Year R 
Welcome to reception. We are beginning the year with our first topic which is ‘All About Me and My Busy Body’. It would be 

lovely if you could send in a picture of your family to share with the class. We will begin to learn sounds and how they are 

written using letter formation rhymes. In maths we will be looking at matching and sorting, comparing quantities and size as well 

as exploring patterns. You can help at home by asking who has more or less of different objects, looking for patterns at home or 

while out and sorting objects according to different categories, for example size, shape or colour. We will start our PE sessions 

after the October half term, PE will be on Friday.  

Year 1 
A quick update about Year 1. On a Thursday we have PE, children come to school dressed in their PE kits, with earrings taken out 
before school. On Friday the children have a spelling test and will receive new spellings to learn for the following week. 
Reading folders - these should be in school each day along with their spelling book. The children's books will be changed on a 
weekly basis, this will be done on a Friday. In writing our main focus is to improve our sentence structure as well as focusing on 
Phonics. We will be looking at different texts in class and learning new skills.  
In Maths this half term we are looking at number specifically place value and addition and subtraction. It would be fantastic if 
you could encourage maths in the real world at home. Thinking about the numbers the children can see i.e. house numbers, 
numbers on clocks etc. Talk about the number and how much it is worth, this can be shown using objects.  

 
Year 2 
We are beginning the year with our first topic which is ‘Who lives in a house like this?’. All of the posters that were brought into 

school for this topic are fantastic! In Writing this year we will be focusing on learning new skills to use in our sentences, learning 

new texts and writing a range of different texts. As well as this, we will be writing creatively and engaging in comprehension 

activities to develop our understanding of books we are reading. In handwriting, we will be learning to join letters. In maths we 

are going to be focusing on a wide range of topics. Our first topic in Maths is place value. At home to link our Maths learning to 

the real world please encourage your children to read numbers they see when they are out and about, exploring their value 

and use. PE will be on Thursdays so please send your children into school with their PE kits on. Spelling tests will be every Friday 

and new spellings will come home each Friday too. Reading cards will be checked every Thursday and new books can be taken 

home when the children have finished their current book. Please encourage your children to read as often as possible! If you 

have any questions please don’t hesitate to email me at year2@westwoodacademy.org 

Year 3 
Welcome to 3C. We are excited to commence the year with our first topic Stone Age. In Science we are looking at Rocks, Soils 
and Fossils. In History we are looking at The Stone Age and then Scientists through history. In English we are looking at Myths and 
Legends and then we will focus on non-chronological reports with mythical creatures. In Maths we are going to be focusing on a 
range of topics including place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. To support your children with Maths in the 
real world please encourage them to use the four operations when out and about. PE will be on Tuesday afternoons so please 
send your children into school in their PE kits with no earrings. Spelling tests will be every Friday morning. It is really important 
that the children continue to read every night, books will be changed every Tuesday and Thursday so please ensure reading 
folders are in school. If you have any questions you can reach me on year3@westwoodacademy.org  
Mrs Coleman. 
 

Year 4 
In Literacy we will be reading and working from two books – Stig of the Dump and The Twits.We will work on creative writing 
skills; writing about characters and settings.  The children will be developing a variety of mathematical concepts throughout the 
year, beginning with number and place value. Please can you talk to the children at home about the maths they are doing and, 
where possible, link it to the real world. For example using negative numbers when talking about temperature. 
Our topic is History based - “Rotten Romans.”  We will be finding out about Roman Britain, who the Romans were and where 
they came from, who was living in Britain when the Romans invaded and who Boudicca was. 
In Science we will be learning about Sound for the first half term and moving on to the topic ‘You are What you Eat’ – all about 
food and nutrition and how to stay healthy. We will be finding out all about the Digestive System and how it works. 
During Art and Design we will be developing drawing skills, following art ‘journeys’. The children will be investigating Aboriginal 
art, how art can be used to represent objects and features of maps and journeys, as well as looking at the work of other artists. 
Other subjects we will be covering include: 
French – learning to use appropriate greetings, learning numbers to 30 and beginning to have short conversations with each 
other.  
Computing – learning about E-safety, coding and practising research skills. 
PE – will be on Tuesday afternoons. The children can continue to wear PE kit to school. Earrings must not be worn for PE, please 
ensure they are not worn on these days or the children are able to remove these themselves prior to the lesson. 
 
Spellings – will be given out on Monday morning, practised in class (and at home!) during the week ready for a test on Friday 
morning. 
There will also be regular times tables tests on a Friday morning. 
Homework – the expectation for this remains the same: practising times tables, spellings practise and reading regularly. 

 
Year 5  
“To Infinity and Beyond.”   This is a science based topic where we will be learning about the Sun, Earth and Moon and the 
Solar system. In Art we will be studying the artists Peter Thorpe and Van Gogh.  

mailto:year2@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:year3@westwoodacademy.org


Next half term, the Geography topic is ‘Extreme Earth.’ We will be learning about weather patterns, world environments and 
widening our knowledge of geographical terms. We will also be looking at forces and magnets in science, exploring and 
understanding gravity, air and water resistance and friction. 
In Literacy we will be reading a book about Neil Armstrong and then writing memoirs of an astronaut. We will also be writing 
poetry, instructions and a fictional text. 
In Numeracy we will be covering the following areas of mathematics: place value and understanding of number above 10,000, 
mental and written methods of all four operations and applying these skills to solve one and 2 step problems.   
To support your child with maths at home please encourage your child to use their mental calculation skills when doing daily 
activities e.g. paying and checking change when at the shops. 
 
PE: Monday and Wednesday – Where possible jewellery needs to be removed. 
 
Homework:   

• Reading – as much as possible at home. Please tick and date the reading card. 

• Spellings are given out on a Friday and tested on the following Friday.  

• Times tables tests take place on a Friday. 

• Challenge homework:  Please support and encourage your child to complete at least one piece this half term. Details 
below…… 

Space year 5 Challenge Homework  
Here are a range of space related challenge homework activities.  Choose at least one to complete by Monday 11 th October, 
Enjoy! 
 

 1. Make an acrostic poem for one of the planets. 

Can you use metaphors or similes in your poem? 

2. Find out facts about different space missions – 

• What was the first creature sent into space? 

• Who was the first astronaut? 

• Who was the first man on the moon? 

• What other interesting facts can you find? 

Create a power point or write a fact file. 

 3. Make a 3D model of the solar system or a rocket. 

 4. Keep a sky at night journal for a whole week. (Don’t stay up too late though!)  Write about 
everything you can see in the sky or you could draw a picture of the moon every night.  Does it 
change over the course of the week?  

 
Year 6 

Our topic this term in 6B is “Lest we Forget.” The theme encompasses both World war 1, (this half of the term) and World War 2 
for the second half. This topic lends itself well to a cross curricular approach, where aspects of Art, Design and Technology, 
Geography and of course History, weave through the subject matter. 
In Science, we will be learning about ‘Humans including Animals’. 
Literacy over the whole term will find us writing Trench poems, letter writing, reports and a diary entry. 
In Maths, we are consolidating our skills in Number, which will include place value and recapping the methods of the four 
operations – addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
6B will have PE on Mondays this term, where Gymnastics will be taught. Please ensure your child attends school in their PE kit. 
The school rule is that no earrings can be worn during PE, therefore it would be appreciated if children remove their earrings 
before they come to school on PE days. 
Homework this term, continues to be regularly reading, practising set spellings and Times tables. Children will be given one set of 
spellings each week and will be tested on Fridays. Homework in preparation for the SATs will be slowly introduced before half-
term, this will be accessed online. 
 

Nursery News. 

A warm welcome to our new starters in nursery and a warm welcome back to those who have returned!  Children are settling 
well, and we will update you of what is going on in the nursery over the coming weeks through thisnewsletter. 
 
The nursery key workers are able to be contacted via Tapestry or if you have a more specific question, the Nursery email is 
checked regularly: nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
 

National Fitness Day 22nd September 2021 – DRESS UP OPPORTUNITY! 
On Wednesday 22nd September we will be taking part in National Fitness Day. In school 
the children will be completing different activities as part of the day. We ask that your 
child comes to school dressed as a sportsperson. They can be inspired by Joe Wicks, Harry 
Kane, Freya Anderson, Sky Brown and many others. We hope you join us in raising 
awareness of the importance of fitness and keeping active.  

 
  
 
 

 
 

mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org


Clubs for Autumn term. 

Information about clubs has been sent out via Parentmail, places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis so please 
complete the club permission slip and return as soon as possible.  All those that have already asked have been allocated a 
place, and some spaces remain, so get involved!  We use our Sports premium funding to make these clubs FREE and make 
physical activity and sport available to everyone.  Clubs this term will be: - 
 

Day TIME CLUB YEAR COST LEADER 

Tuesday 3.15-4.15 Aerobics Year 1 Funded by Sports Premium Deanes 

      

Thursday  11.50-
12.30 

Badminton Year 4 Funded by Sports Premium Deanes 

 3.15-4.15 Tennis Year 3 Funded by Sports Premium Deanes 

      

Friday 12.25-1.00 Athletics Year 2 Funded by Sports Premium Deanes 

 1.30-2.30 Kick Rounders Year 5 Funded by Sports Premium Deanes 

 1.30-2.30 Fitness Year 6 Funded by Sports Premium Deanes 
 

Out of School Achievements. 

Hollie in year 5 took part in the dance show with Talents Dance school on 
Sunday at the Towngate Theatre dancing ballet, tap and modern. She did 
absolutely amazingly!  
 
And after telling us she was going to get Trainer of the week at football 
training on Saturday, Ivie in year 2 stayed true to her word and got it! She 
plays for Corringham Athletic Football club.   

 
 
 
 

 
PTFA news. 
 

 
 
We’ve agreed to try a “Bend The Rules” day on 24th September 2021 to raise funds for our PTFA (all of which goes directly to 
enrichment activities for the pupils in the school).  It will not be ALL rules that can be bent – Mr Archer is already nervous enough 
about the idea of rules being bent, but rather a list of rules that pupils can choose to bend just on Friday 24th September.   
 
All of which makes a head teacher very nervous, but is certain to be enjoyed immensely by pupils and will hopefully raise funds 
for the school.  It is not compulsory – if pupils want to stick to the usual rules, that’s fine – but we hope it will be a bit of fun that 
helps buy resources and enrichment for the pupils in a way that everyone can enjoy.  Thank you for your support. 
 



Year 7 Secondary Applications ARE OPEN TODAY! 

 
New secondary admission round (Year 6 to 7 transfer September 2022). 
  
The application period for admission to Year 7 in secondary schools for September 2022 
opened on 10 September 2021.  
  
From this date, parents/carers of current Year 6 Essex resident children will be able to make 
their applications using our website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. Last year, 99% of Essex 
parents applied online. 
  
As usual, the Council will not be sending out letters to parents/carers about applying. All of the 
application information is published on the website above. 
 
 

 

  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Fadmissions&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9b10f8c6d9cd4eca72ce08d96df8c3b1%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637661737457562160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4mb0MB7pm9X2uHeonfuJN5aGowJ0irq%2BRler8jzK3E0%3D&reserved=0


Regular Information – click on the links below for more help. 
 

Woody’s Care Provision 

Details. 

 
T: 07580 461715 
 
Opening Hours. 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
Bridging Club Fri 1:30 – 15:10 
(Woodys is closed during lockdown). 

 Home Learning. 
When available, can be found on our 
website by clicking this icon: 

 This week, school dinners will be from 
the Summer Menu, Week 3 – click 
below.  Click icon below to see menus. 
 

     

Click below for… 
 

 

 For support with home learning, email: 
 
nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
reception@westwoodacademy.org 
year1@westwoodacademy.org 
year2@westwoodacademy.org 
year3@westwoodacademy.org 

year4@westwoodacademy.org 
year5@westwoodacademy.org 
year6@westwoodacademy.org 

 Packed Lunches. 
Please make sure that packed 
lunches are healthy, nut-free and 
provided in lunch boxes that are 
cleaned daily. 
Thank you. 

     

Please remember 
snacks and water 
bottles each day, 
as well as 
appropriate 
coats for cold 
weather and sun 
cream when it’s 
warm. 

 We DO NOT keep 
spare PE kits.  Please 
ensure pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school 
year.  Please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of any 
difficulty with this.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of which can 
be found here. 

 Online Safety. 

MINIMUM AGES. 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 

Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental permission. 

Games – check PEGI rating. 

Click here for more on online safety. 

    

If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 

mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 

 
office@westwoodacademy.org 

 We are nut free.  Help us safeguard 
those with allergies and please do not 
send any products containing nuts into 
school. 
 

 

     

For the latest, detailed information 
on COVID-19 about accessing 
testing and advice about 
coronavirus, go to:  
 

 If you need to contact us outside of 
office hours regarding a positive 
COVID test that will need us to take 
action, please use the email: 
 

covid@westwoodacademy.org 

 

 
 
Click here for details of our school 
uniform. 

     

 
T: 01702 559467. 

E: admin@westwoodacademy.org 

  
Click our logo to go to our website. 

 Follow us on Facebook – we use it to 
post regular and emergency 
messages.  Click below to go to our 
page. 
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