
NewsRoom Daily Activity Plan
It’s never been more important to share positive news stories with our children! Stories about good 
news, interesting news or even strange news can be a great way to help your child explore the world 
around them. 

Our suggested structure is here to help your child engage with good news stories and practise their key learning 
skills. By using the tasks, your child will be able to learn about positive things happening across the world at this 
time, as well as practices their reading, writing and investigation skills.

 Daily NewsRoom Activ
ity

Look at the picture in the news story. What could this story be about? Why do 
you think the editor chose that picture? Read the headline — What might have 
happened? Why is it in the news? 

(2-3 minutes)

Read the news story. As you read, think about the 5 Ws:

• What has happened?

• Who is the news story about?

• Where did it happen?

• When did it happen?

• Why did it happen? Why is this story in the news? 
(5 minutes)

Daily      News

Captain Tom 
Raises over £12 
Million for NHS

A 99-year-old Second World War veteran 
has raised millions for the NHS. By Thursday 
morning, he had raised over £12 million!  

Tom Moore, also known as Captain Tom, 
has completed 100 laps of his garden in 
Bedfordshire. He wanted to finish before his 
100th birthday.

Captain Tom wanted to show support for 
NHS workers as they help those affected by 
COVID-19. Since 9th April, he’s completed ten 
laps a day of his 25-metre garden.  

At first, Captain Tom set himself the target 
of raising £1000. However, he inspired so many 
people that this target was soon overtaken! 

After 24 hours, he’d raised £70 000; then, 
by 14th April, the donations totalled £1 million. 
When it reached £2.5 million, he said on social 
media, “Never in my wildest imagination did I 
think this would be possible.” 

By the evening of 14th April, he’d raised £4 
million. A message said, “WOW!... cannot wait to 
tell the news to Tom in the morning.”

Captain Tom had aimed to finish the 
challenge on 30th April. However, he completed 
it on 16th April — 14 days earlier! The moment 
was on live TV.  

Tom has been raising money for the NHS 
Charities Together. Ellie Horton, from the group, 
said they were “humbled by Captain Tom and 
what he’s achieved.”

Today’s story comes as people are showing 

support for each other at the moment. In the 
UK, every Thursday at 8 p.m., people have gone 
to their windows, front doors or balconies to 
clap NHS workers. NHS Charities Together wants 
people to donate money while they clap. They 
want to raise £5 million.

  Children have been painting pictures of 
rainbows and putting teddy bears in windows 
to cheer people up.  Around 750 000 adults 
have also become NHS volunteers. They’ll help 
vulnerable people with a variety of jobs. 

Illustration: Tom Moore completing his challenge.
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What is Captain Tom Moore doing?

• Captain Tom Moore, 99, is raising money for the NHS.

• He has completed 100 laps of his garden before his 
100th birthday on 30th April. At 8:00 a.m. on 16th 
April, he’d raised over £12 million. 

Glossary

veteran An ex-member of the 
armed forces.

NHS The National Health Service, 
which is responsible for 
healthcare in the UK.

volunteers People who give up their time 
for free to do something.

vulnerable In need of special care.
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Look at the reading questions. Read the news story again and answer the questions. 
Remember to read one question at a time and look for evidence in the news story 
to answer it. If you can’t answer a question, put a star next to it and come back 
to it later. 

(10 minutes)

Questions
1. Why do you think Captain Tom wanted to complete 100 laps of his garden? 

 

 

2. Compare and contrast what Captain Tom wanted to raise at the start with what he has 
now achieved. 

 

 

 

3. “Never in my wildest imagination did I think this would be possible.”  
This suggests that... 

  Captain Tom wants to raise even more money.
  Captain Tom was completely surprised by the amount he’d raised.
  Captain Tom is going to do 200 laps.
  Captain Tom wants everyone to do laps of their garden.

4. Ellie Horton from the group said they were “humbled by Captain Tom and what he’s 
achieved.” 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘humbled’. 

  impressed
  happy
  interested
  calm

5. Lots of people are inspired by NHS workers. Find and copy a piece of evidence that 
shows this. 

 

 

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
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Finally, it’s time to look at the exploration tasks on the sheet or website. These 
come with three activities: 

• Explore. This is a great chance to dive deeper into the news. It could also be an 
opportunity to get the Internet and books out and do some research!

• Write. This writing prompt is a great way to get your child writing about something 
relevant and linked to the good news story.

• Investigate. This is a chance for your child to find something out for themselves! it 
could be a puzzle to solve, an experiment to conduct or something else entirely !

The image activity sheet also has a range of activities you can try with your child. 


