
 

 

Attendance: 
Target:   97% 
This week: n/a 
Year to date: n/a 
 

We expect pupils to be in 
school everyday.  Except during 

lockdown when we thank you for 
staying at home and supporting your 
child’s learning through our home 
provision.  We can not authorise term 
time absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue fines. 

 
 

  

Newsletter. 

 26th February 2021  Key Dates 

 
We will be welcoming more back on 8th March 2021. 
We hope that you all had a great half term and are all well. 

 
The reopening of all schools on 8th March 2021 was announced officially on 
Monday by the Government. With it came updated guidance documents that 
broadly reset what we were doing in the Autumn term with staggered starts, 
bubbles, class layouts etc, with the addition of regular staff testing (as we have 
been carrying out since January) plus a few other minor changes. We wanted to let 
you know that we are working through the guidance, making any necessary 
adjustments to our risk assessment to reflect how we will operate from 8th March 
2021 and share it with you all by the middle of next week. 
 

 
 
One thing that we will be urging you all not to change is the fantastically sensible 
approach to social distancing and mask wearing around the school gates and on the 
school premises. Our staggered drop off and collection arrangements rely on 
people being punctual, at the appropriate time for their year group – not early, 
not late. This reduces the number of families around the school gate at any one time.  

Please drop/collect and then leave promptly so that the next group can resume.  A 
reminder of start and finish times will be included next week for reopening on 8th 
March 2021.  
 
There’s a real sense of optimism coming out of lockdown this time: new infections and 
hospitalisations are coming down, vaccination numbers are going up rapidly and the 
Government’s roadmap implies a route back to normality by the summer. Our first 
bit of normality will be getting everyone back on 8th March 2021 and all the 
facilities of the school open. It’ll be lovely to see the place full of life and learning 
again. 

 Dates will be added to this list in the 
coming weeks and highlighted if they 
are new. 
 
All dates are subject to changes due 
to Government advice regarding 
COVID-19. 
 
8/3/21 reopening school. 
w/c 8/3/21 British Science Week. 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare Week. 
19/3/21 Dress up day (Shakespeare or 
Red Nose Day themes). 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
12/4/21 Group Photos. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom) tbc. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks w/c 
22/2/21, 24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will try and 
give as much notice as possible. 
 

STOP PRESS! 
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Online Safety Tip. 
With so much use of technology 
taking place at present, 
remember to be involved in your 
child’s online life – be aware of 
who they are talking to or friends 
with online and what sites they 
visit.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fhub%2Fnews-blogs%2Fgovernment-response-to-the-internet-safety-consultation-the-view-from-internet-matters%2F&psig=AOvVaw3oaK1PNSwIiFtLJE7Waik0&ust=1611244696666000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDdquvwqu4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Shakespeare Week and Red Nose Day – Dress Up opportunity on 
Friday 19th March. 
The week beginning 15th March 2021 is Shakespeare week, and we’ll be 
celebrating by looking at some of the bard’s great works in class.  It is also Red 
Nose Day on 19th March 2021 – so we thought we’d combine the two 
opportunities for dressing up – you can either go old school and dress up as a 
Shakespeare character, or dress up for Comic Relief in your favourite superhero 
costume – the Comic Relief theme for dressing up this year says:  

“From Wonder Woman and Superman to Air-Guitar-Girl and Bakes-Brilliant-Cakes-Boy, choose or create a superhero and pay a small 
fee to dress up for the day.” 

School Photos and Group/Class Photos. 
We have spoken to the school photographers who have confirmed that they are closed temporarily due to lockdown.  They have 
advised us that as soon as they reopen, they will get proof cards to us to send out to parents, and then orders will be available 
online. 

The photographer will also return to school on 12th April 2021 to take COVID-secure group photos. 

Extra Science Ideas and British Science Week. 

Our Science coordinator, Mrs. Smith, want to share some great ideas for scientific learning during lockdown.  The ideas are on a 
sheet at the back of the newsletter or are available by clicking here.  We hope they are useful and enjoyable. 

As a school we will be taking part in British Science Week which takes place between the 8-12th March. The theme for this year 
is 'Innovating for the future ' with a focus on celebrating the diverse people and careers that can be found in science and 
engineering.  If you would like to get involved at home here is the link.   
 
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/ 
 

Merits. 

In place of our celebration assembly on Friday when merits are given out by teachers to worthy recipients who have 
done something exceptional in their learning during the week, this week will see the transfer of merits to our Facebook 
page instead.  Every Friday, we’ll upload our merit winners to try and keep some of the normality of the school week in 
place and celebrate the achievements of those who have been brilliant. 

Nursery News. 

For those pupils that are attending, we are still having to increase the ventilation around the whole school to 
reduce the risk of transmission of COVID.  For this reason, children will benefit from wearing extra layers as 

it may be a few degrees cooler than usual in the school...  Thank you. 
 

Our nursery has reopened and those that expressed an interest in returning have now done so.  For those 
that are staying at home, we would love it if you can keep us updated with what your child is doing via 
Tapestry. Tapestry is also being updated with suggestions of activities you can do with your child over 

the subsequent weeks as remote learning for those children not attending sessions.  
 
We wanted to thank parents for being so sensible and social distancing effectively on and around the school grounds at drop 
off and collection.  Even when the school fully reopens, these measures of personal responsibility will remain important to reduce 
transmission opportunities, as will following wider Government advice around care and support bubbles, handwashing, and all 
the things that will probably become second nature for much of our lives now. Thank you for helping to keep our school 
community safe. 
 
The nursery key workers are able to be contacted via Tapestry or if you have a more specific question, the Nursery email is 
checked regularly: nursery@westwoodacademy.org 

 

Free Virtual Sports Clubs – daily exercise at 4pm to help wellbeing – CLUBS UPDATED. 

It’s important for both our pupils physical and mental wellbeing that they take exercise regularly during the lockdown.  Our 
School Sports Partnership (SSP) has created the 4 o'clock club - a virtual club open to all children. There are currently plans in 
place for the next few weeks but these can be extended if need be. The timetable so far includes: 
 
MONDAY  Dates: 22nd Feb / 1st / 8th / 15th/ 22nd March  
Time:   4pm - 4.45pm - Street Dance 
            
TUESDAY  Dates:  23rd Feb / 2nd / 9th / 16th / 23rd March 
Time:    4pm - 4.45pm - Gymnastic Skills 
 
WEDNESDAY   Dates: 24th Feb / 3rd  / 10th / 17th / 24th March 
Time:   4pm - 4.45pm - Fitness Fun  
 
THURSDAY  Dates:  25th Feb / 4th / 11th / 18th / 25th March 
Time :  4pm - 4.45pm - Gymnastic Skills 
 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.facebook.com/westwoodessex/


FRIDAY  Dates: 26th Feb / 5th /12th /19th /26th March  
Time:   4pm - 4.45pm - Sports Skills 
 
These clubs are FREE OF CHARGE and open to all children of primary school age. No need to book. 

All sessions will be delivered via Zoom so you will need access to a screen/phone and a little bit of space to be active in. 

All sessions will be led by experienced School Sport Partnership staff (all with Enhanced DBS checks) 

All sessions will have 2 members of staff present at all times to adhere to safeguarding recommended online best practice. 

We will require an adult to be present/in sight of your child throughout the sessions for safeguarding purposes. 

We feel, more than ever, that it is important to keep children active and engaged during these difficult weeks and we hope this 

daily online club will help. 

To take part in any of the sessions above please follow the zoom invitation details below: 

cprssp@thedeanes.essex.sch.uk is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: CPRSSP After School Club  

Time: Monday 1st February 4pm (Reoccurring Daily) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7716804369?pwd=RklwMWFrZ29OMVBIUEo3SXlGWS90dz09 

Meeting ID: 771 680 4369 

Passcode: JnRrT0 

More details about how the sessions will be run safely can be found here. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 
 
  

https://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SSP-Virtual-Class-Delivery-Policy.pdf


Regular Information – click on the links below for more help. 
 

Woody’s Care Provision 

Details. 

 
T: 07580 461715 
 
Opening Hours. 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
Bridging Club Fri 1:30 – 15:10 
(Woodys is closed during lockdown). 

 Home Learning. 
Can be found on our website by 
clicking this icon: 

 This week, school dinners will be from 
the Winter Menu, Week 2 – click 
below.  (We’ll update on return). 
 

     

Click below for… 
 

 

 For support with home learning, email: 
 
nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
reception@westwoodacademy.org 
year1@westwoodacademy.org 
year2@westwoodacademy.org 
year3@westwoodacademy.org 

year4@westwoodacademy.org 
year5@westwoodacademy.org 
year6@westwoodacademy.org 

 Packed Lunches. 
Please make sure that packed 
lunches are healthy, nut-free and 
provided in lunch boxes that are 
cleaned daily. 
Thank you. 

     

Please remember 
snacks and water 
bottles each day, 
as well as 
appropriate 
coats for cold 
weather and sun 
cream when it’s 
warm. 

 We DO NOT keep 
spare PE kits.  Please 
ensure pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school 
year.  Please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of any 
difficulty with this.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of which can 
be found here. 

 Online Safety. 

MINIMUM AGES. 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 

Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental permission. 

Games – check PEGI rating. 

Click here for more on online safety. 

    

If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 

mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 

 
office@westwoodacademy.org 

 We are nut free.  Help us safeguard 
those with allergies and please do not 
send any products containing nuts into 
school. 
 

 

     

For the latest, detailed information 
on COVID-19 about accessing 
testing and advice about 
coronavirus, go to:  
 

 If you need to contact us outside of 
office hours regarding a positive 
COVID test that will need us to take 
action, please use the email: 
 

covid@westwoodacademy.org 

 

 
Click here for details of our school 
uniform (not required for key worker 
provision). 

     

 
T: 01702 559467. 

E: admin@westwoodacademy.org 

  
Click our logo to go to our website. 

 Follow us on Facebook – we use it to 
post regular and emergency 
messages.  Click below to go to our 
page. 
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