
Castles
What do you already know about 

castles?



Moat

A moat is made around the castle to make it more 
difficult for enemies to enter the castle. The 

waste from the bathrooms was thrown into the 
moat so it was filled with dirty, smelly water.



Drawbridge

The only way to cross a moat was on the drawbridge. The drawbridge 
could be raised or lowered depending on whether the people in the 
castle wanted you to come in. Ropes or chains were attached to the 
end of the bridge and then rigged to a pulley so that guards were 

able to quickly raise it.



Curtain wall

You would reach the curtain wall if you crossed the 
drawbridge. A curtain wall surrounds the castle and is 

strong enough to survive a battering ram or a weapon. It 
is between 8 and 20 feet thick (that is as wide as the 

height of a 2-story building).

A battering ram



Barbican
Gateway 

Portcullis

The barbican also known as the gateway. It is used as a 
defence from the inside of the castle.

The portcullis secures the castle as it closes off the castle 
during times of attack.  It can be lowered quickly by using 

chairs or ropes that are attached.



Towers

Towers were apart of the curtain wall. They 
allowed people to look about and keep watch 

outside of the castle walls. They were also used 
to keep prisoners in. 



Battlements

The battlements are defensive walls that were built on the 
top of a castles curtain wall. They were used by the 

military to defend the castle against attacks. 



Arrow slits

Arrow slits also known as arrow loops were narrow openings 
or crosses set inside walls and towers for the defenders 

to launch arrows at attackers. When gunpowder was 
introduced, round openings were added so firearms could 

be used.



Walkway

The walkway was used by defenders 
to patrol from high up as the 

castle was hard to defend from 
the ground.



Bailey

The bailey was an open area inside the castle that contained 
the domestic and other important buildings of castle life. 
The inner bailey was an area inside the main castle while 

the outer bailer was outside the centre of the castle 
which was easier to attack.


