
 

 

Attendance: 
Target:   97% 
This week: n/a 
Year to date: n/a 
 
We expect pupils to be in school 
everyday.  Except during 
lockdown when we thank you for 
staying at home and supporting your 
child’s learning through our home 
provision.  We can not authorise term 
time absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue fines. 
 
 

  

Newsletter. 

8th January 2021  Key Dates 

Happy New Year. 
We hope that everyone is well, staying safe, and completing their learning as part 
of this latest, last-minute lockdown.  Over the course of lockdown, we will try to 

communicate in a timely, precise way and to not overwhelm you with information.  
This newsletter has quite a bit in it to clarify the home learning and lockdown 
arrangements, and you are able to use the year group and school office emails to 
seek any clarifications you need throughout. 
  
I want to start the year by thanking you all for engaging with the home learning 
from the outset – the Zoom sessions have been busy and the teachers have been 
equally busy looking at how to make sure that everyone gets the right learning and 
resources to challenge them during lockdown.  I wanted also to thank all the staff 
who gave up various parts of their break to engage either in test and trace work, or 
to make arrangements for what started out being a local lockdown that then 
escalated to a national lockdown, all without any prior warning. 
 

Home learning. 
We realise that home learning is outside many people’s comfort zone and 
appreciate the efforts that parents and carers are making to help their children to 
continue to learn.  We provide each week an overview plan for each year group on 
our website (here) that sets out the week’s learning in a format similar to that of a 
normal school day.  Either through Tapestry or Zoom, there will be regular (usually 
daily) live or video sessions in which teachers explain the activities and support 
pupils with their learning.  Additionally, there are resources provided on the website 
to support the learning activities, many of which provide different levels of 
challenge informed by each teacher’s knowledge of their classes and of individual 
pupils – we couldn’t, in good faith, send out the same activities for all pupils in 
literacy and numeracy knowing that for some it may be too difficult, for some it 
would be too easy, and given the impact of previous lockdowns, some of the generic 
materials out there for schools may not be appropriate for any pupils.  Throughout, 
we are guided by trying to always make the best provision for our pupils and we 
appreciate the positive comments that have been made regarding this in recent 
days.  Thank you for those, they have been genuinely appreciated in challenging 
times. 
 

There are differences in the Government’s expectations for this lockdown in terms of 
what schools must do.  These are listed on the next page along with an explanation 
of how we will meet each expectation, clarifying how it all fits together.  The 
Government have given schools the job to ensure that there is engagement from all 
pupils in regular learning, so we will make regular contact through online sessions, 
email or telephone conversations, or via our safeguarding procedures should contact 
not be established at any point.  We will continue to be vigilant in our safeguarding 
responsibilities and have updated a school wide risk assessment identifying the 
pupils that we feel may need extra support, which we will endeavor to give 
throughout lockdown and beyond, working with other agencies where necessary. 

 
Dates will be added to this list in the 
coming weeks and highlighted if they 
are new. 
 
All dates are subject to changes due 
to Government advice regarding 
COVID-19. 
 
5/1/21 Return to school – key workers 
and vulnerable pupils. 
15-19/2/21 Half Term. 
4/3/21 World Book Day (Dress Up). 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare Week. 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom) tbc. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks w/c 
8/2/21, 24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will try and 
give as much notice as possible. 
 

STOP PRESS! 
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On Thursday night, the Government 
issued guidance relating to how 
schools have to organise to restrict 
attendance during the lockdown.  
This means we are looking at the 
implications and making plans where 
necessary if we have to change our 
provision in the future.   As soon as 

decisions are made, we will update you 
as quickly as we can. 

https://www.westwoodacademy.org/home-learning-resources/
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/home-learning-resources/


Remote education expectations have been set out by the DfE as follows: 

Schools are expected to: So, we will continue to: 

• set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious 
work each day in a number of different subjects; 

• set weekly overview plans containing activities and resources 
either through Tapestry (early years) or our website (here), 
including daily literacy and numeracy, along with other topic 
work across the curriculum; 

• set work that is of equivalent length to the core teaching 
pupils would receive in school, and as a minimum in primary: 
3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort; 

• set weekly plans reflecting a similar content to the timetable 
in school and so meet the 3-hour average for primary school 
minimum.  The provision for home learning and in school 
learning for key workers/vulnerable children are mirrored, 
so that the provision is available across the school cohort; 

• provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, 
delivered by a teacher or through high-quality curriculum 
resources or videos; 

• provide regular live Zoom or videoed Tapestry sessions for 
pupils so that there is clear understanding of the content 
being taught; 

• have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils 
are engaging with their work, and inform parents 
immediately where engagement is a concern; 

• monitor engagement in Zoom and Tapestry sessions, as well 
as use of Purple Mash and other school systems, making 
contact with parents and pupils via year group email or 
telephone where necessary.  If there are concerns that 

parents are not contactable and there has been no 
engagement, our Designated Safeguarding Lead will be 
informed; 

• gauge how well pupils are progressing through the 
curriculum using questions and other suitable tasks, and 
provide feedback, at least weekly, using digitally facilitated 
or whole-class feedback where appropriate; 

• assess progress as best as possible given the remote 
provision, via Zoom and Tapestry, telephone conversations, 
through work submitted via group emails or online, or 
recorded and delivered to/kept on school site (e.g. key 
worker/vulnerable pupil provision); 

• enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is 
being taught in response to questions or assessments, 
including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying 
explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding. 

 

• use assessment for learning strategies from the sources 
outlined above to inform the bespoke planning each week 
for each cohort, including differentiating challenges to 
ensure all pupils are challenged appropriately. 

Loan of electronic devices to pupils that do not have access to them. 

We have a limited number of electronic devices available for loan to pupils in receipt of pupil premium funding in the first 
instance, to help them access remote learning where they do not have a device in their household.  If this is something that would 
be useful and you feel that you may be applicable for, please contact the office on 01702 559467, or at 
admin@westwoodacademy.org and we will try to loan you a device for the duration of lockdown.  There is a loan agreement 
that needs to be signed in order to borrow a device, and the devices will have to be looked after carefully during the duration 
of the loan and used appropriately. 

 

Extra mobile data to support home learning. 

As you may have heard, the government has introduced a scheme whereby some families who are in receipt of pupil premium 
grants can request extra mobile data to support home learning, where they do not have access to broadband. 
 
Requests can be made for “disadvantaged” (the Government’s term) children who: 

• have no broadband connection at home 

• cannot afford additional data 
 

One of the following must also apply. They are children: 

• in years 3 to 11 and whose face-to-face education is disrupted 

• who are clinically extremely vulnerable and need to shield on current official advice (this could be from a doctor or 
hospital consultant) 

• who live in a household that’s been advised to shield because a family member is clinically extremely vulnerable 

• who cannot attend school – even though theirs is open – because restrictions prevent it 
 

If you are eligible, please submit a request to admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
For each request, we need to know: 

• the name of the account holder 

• the number of the mobile device 

• the mobile network of that device (for example Three) 
 

We will then submit your information and your network provider will contact you with the outcome.  

https://www.westwoodacademy.org/home-learning-resources/
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org


Merits. 

In place of our celebration assembly on Friday when merits are given out by teachers to worthy recipients who have 
done something exceptional in their learning during the week, this week will see the transfer of merits to our 
Facebook page instead.  Every Friday, we’ll upload our merit winners to try and keep some of the normality of the 
school week in place and celebrate the achievements of those who have been brilliant. 

 

Nursery News. 

We would love it if you can keep us updated with what your child is doing via Tapestry. Tapestry will also be updated with 
suggestions of activities you can do with your child over the subsequent weeks. Already uploaded this week is a video to watch 
with your child - hope you enjoy! 
 
Our nursery provision remains open for critical workers children and vulnerable pupils, in line with the rest of the school.  We urge 
you, where you can, to stay at home in line with the latest guidance for lockdown.  If, however, you need to use the provision, 
please contact us at admin@westwoodacademy.org and also look out for our next survey for key workers, in which dates for 
the provision from 18th January 2021 will be planned for. 
 
The nursery key workers are able to be contacted via Tapestry or if you have a more specific question, the Nursery email is 
checked regularly: nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
 

During these challenging times, it’s appropriate to remember that young children do not need lots of school-work tasks to learn: 
 

For a small child there is no real difference between playing and learning, between the things he or she does ‘just for fun’ and 
things that are ‘educational’. The child learns while living and any part of living that is enjoyable is also play. 

 

Free Virtual Sports Clubs – daily exercise at 4pm to help wellbeing. 

It’s really important for both our pupils physical and mental wellbeing that they take exercise regularly during the lockdown.  
Our School Sports Partnership (SSP) has created the 4 o'clock club - a virtual club open to all children. There are currently plans 
in place for the next couple of weeks but these can be extended if need be. The timetable so far includes: 
 
SSP 4 o'clock 'virtual' activity and sports clubs: 
 

• Friday 8th January 4pm - 5pm - Sports Skills 

• Monday 11th January 4pm - 5pm - Street Dance  

• Tuesday 12th January 4pm - 5pm - Gymnastics Skills 

• Wednesday 13th January 4pm - 5pm - Fitness Fun 

• Thursday 14th January 4pm - 5pm - Gymnastic Skills 

• Friday 15th January 4pm - 5pm - Sports Skills 
 
These clubs are free of charge and open to all children of primary school age. No need to book, but if the clubs are busy, Zoom 
may not be able to cope and the SSP will look at making it available to more users.  All sessions will be delivered via Zoom so 
you will need access to a screen/phone and a little bit of space to be active in. 
 

• All sessions will be led by experienced School Sport Partnership staff (all have Enhanced DBS checks) 

• All sessions will have 2 members of staff present at all times to adhere to safeguarding recommended online best 
practice. 

• We will require an adult to be present/ in sight of your child throughout the sessions for safeguarding purposes. 
 

We feel, more than ever, that it is important to keep children active and engaged during these difficult weeks and we hope this 
daily online club will help. 

 
To take part in any of the sessions above please follow the zoom invitation details below: 
 
cprssp@thedeanes.essex.sch.uk is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: CPRSSP After School Club  
Time: Wednesday 6th January 2021 (Reoccurring Daily) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7716804369?pwd=RklwMWFrZ29OMVBIUEo3SXlGWS90dz09  
 
Meeting ID: 771 680 4369 
Passcode: JnRrT0 
 
More details about how the sessions will be run safely can be found here. 
 
 

mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:cprssp@thedeanes.essex.sch.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7716804369?pwd=RklwMWFrZ29OMVBIUEo3SXlGWS90dz09
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SSP-Virtual-Class-Delivery-Policy.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/westwoodessex/


Support for home learning and pupils. 

In the first instance, if there is any support needed for home learning, please contact the class teacher using the class email 
address.  We will try and help in any way we can within the restrictions in which we face at the current time. 

Equally, if there are any concerns about the wellbeing of any of your children that we may be able to support with, again 
please contact the class teacher using the class email address in the first instance.  During this first week, the teachers have 
already been supporting extensively and can only continue to do so if they are aware of where support needs to be directed. 

The class email addresses are: - 

• nursery@westwoodacademy.org 

• reception@westwoodacademy.org 

• year1@westwoodacademy.org 

• year2@westwoodacademy.org 

• year3@westwoodacademy.org 

• year4@westwoodacademy.org 

• year5@westwoodacademy.org 

• year6@westwoodacademy.org 

 
Free School Meals. 

Anyone entitled to free school meals can request a weekly food parcel organised by the school, which can be organised by 
contacting the office at admin@westwoodacademy.org or on 01702 55467.  Please let us know as soon as possible if you 
would like this offer, so that we can prepare the parcels in good time. 
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Regular Information. 
 

Woody’s Care Provision Details. 

 
T: 07580 461715 
 
Opening Hours. 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
Bridging Club Fri 1:30 – 15:10 
(Woodys is closed during lockdown). 

 Home Learning. 
Can be found on our website by 
clicking this icon: 

 This week, school dinners will be from 
the Winter Menu, Week 2 – click 
below.  (We’ll update on return). 
 

     

Click below for… 
 

 

 For support with home learning, email: 
 
nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
reception@westwoodacademy.org 
year1@westwoodacademy.org 
year2@westwoodacademy.org 
year3@westwoodacademy.org 

year4@westwoodacademy.org 
year5@westwoodacademy.org 
year6@westwoodacademy.org 

 Packed Lunches. 

Please make sure that packed 
lunches are healthy, nut-free and 
provided in lunch boxes that are 
cleaned daily. 

Thank you. 

     

Please remember 
snacks and water 
bottles each day, 
as well as 
appropriate 
coats for cold 
weather and sun 
cream when it’s 
warm. 

 We DO NOT keep 
spare PE kits.  Please 
ensure pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school 
year.  Please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of any 
difficulty with this.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of which can 
be found here. 

 Online Safety. 

MINIMUM AGES. 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 

Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental permission. 

Games – check PEGI rating. 

Click here for more on online safety. 

    

If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 

mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 

 
office@westwoodacademy.org 

 We are nut free.  Help us safeguard 
those with allergies and please do not 
send any products containing nuts into 
school. 
 

 

     

For the latest, detailed information 
on COVID-19 about accessing 
testing and advice about 
coronavirus, go to:  

 

 If you need to contact us outside of 
office hours regarding a positive 
COVID test that will need us to take 
action, please use the email: 
 

covid@westwoodacademy.org 

 

 
Click here for details of our school 
uniform (not required for key worker 
provision). 

     

 
T: 01702 559467. 

F: 01702 552048. 

E: admin@westwoodacademy.org 

  
Click our logo to go to our website. 

 Follow us on Facebook – we use it to 
post regular and emergency 
messages.  Click below to go to our 
page. 
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