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400-Mile 
Lightning Bolt 
Breaks Record!

The deep rumble of thunder, the whip-crack of 
lightning. Few other natural phenomena can 
inspire such awe and wonder and, two years 
ago, a wondrous lightning bolt made history. 

On 31st October 2018, the longest lightning 
bolt ever seen happened in the skies above Brazil. 

Zigzagging across the sky on Halloween, the 
lightning bolt stretched for over 440 miles. 

That is a whopping distance! If it had started 
at the Scottish border, the lightning bolt would 
have reached all the way to the south coast of 
England, over the English Channel and even on 
into France.

It more than doubles the previous record for 
the longest bolt of lightning. That was spotted 
over Oklahoma, USA, in 2007 and was a huge 
199.5 miles long. 

Although the new record-setting lightning 
was almost two years ago, it wasn’t confirmed 
until last month. The World Meteorological 
Organisation (WMO) used new satellite 
technology to verify the record.

With the same technology, they also noticed 
another record-breaking lightning bolt in 2019. 

It happened over Argentina and lasted for a 
massive 16.73 seconds. 

Both recent lightning bolts have been dubbed 
‘megaflashes’.

“These are extraordinary records,” said 
Professor Randall Cerveny, who works for the 

WMO. Despite how epic these ‘megaflashes’ are, 
he thinks “it is likely that even greater extremes 
still exist”. 

Lightning is cool and fascinating; however, 
always remember the 30-30 rule. The Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents says if the 
length of time between a flash of lightning and 
the rumble of thunder is less than 30 seconds, 
go inside. 

Then, wait 30 minutes after you last saw a 
flash before playing outside again. 

That might seem like a long time to wait, but, 
remember, lightning can travel a long way!

Photo: Lightning.

Glossary

phenomena A remarkable event that is 
observed to exist and can be 
scientifically described.

meteorological The study of the weather.

verify Make sure something is true.

dubbed Given an unofficial name 
or nickname.
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How is lightning created?

• Right at the top of very big clouds, it is cold enough 
that water vapour turns to ice.

• As small ice drops bump into each other, they cause 
a build-up of an electrical charge, which grows and 
grows to become lightning.
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Questions
1. How long was the piece of  lightning which previously held the record for longest 

lightning flash? 

 

2. Tick to show whether each statement is a fact or opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The longest-lasting lightning bolt happened over Argentina.
Lightning is cool and fascinating.
The bolt over Brazil was more than twice as long as the previous 
longest lightning bolt recorded.
30 minutes is a long time to wait before going outside to 
play again.

3. In the paragraph beginning “The deep rumble of thunder...” which word means ‘A feeling 
of respect mixed with fear.’

   wonder
   awe
   wondrous 
   epic 

4. Order these events using the numbers 1-4. The first one has been done for you.

   The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) verified the new records.
1    A 199.5 miles long lightning flash happened above Oklahoma.

   The longest-lasting lightning bolt ever happened over Argentina.
   The longest lightning bolt ever seen happened in the skies above Brazil. 

5. “Lightning is cool and fascinating; however, always remember the 30-30 rule.” This phrase 
suggests (tick one):

   The author has no concern for the dangers of lightning.
   The author thinks that lightning is exciting.
   The author thinks that lightning is exciting but we should be careful around it. 
   The author just wanted to show off using a semi-colon.

6. Summarise the key information in the article using 15 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. How long was the piece of  lightning which previously held the record for longest 

lightning flash? 
199.5 miles

2. Tick to show whether each statement is a fact or opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The longest-lasting lightning bolt happened over Argentina. 

Lightning is cool and fascinating. 

The bolt over Brazil was more than twice as long as the previous 
longest lightning bolt recorded.



30 minutes is a long time to wait before going outside to 
play again.



3. In the paragraph beginning “The deep rumble of thunder…” which word means ‘A feeling 
of respect mixed with fear.’

   wonder
   awe
   wondrous 
   epic 

4. Order these events using the numbers 1-4. The first one has been done for you.

4    The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) verified the new records.
1    A 199.5 miles long lightning flash happened above Oklahoma.
3    The longest-lasting lightning bolt ever happened over Argentina.
2    The longest lightning bolt ever seen happened in the skies above Brazil. 

5. “Lightning is cool and fascinating; however, always remember the 30-30 rule.” This phrase 
suggests (tick one):

   The author has no concern for the dangers of lightning.
   The author thinks that lightning is exciting.
   The author thinks that lightning is exciting but we should be careful around it. 
   The author just wanted to show off using a semi-colon.

6. Summarise the key information in the article using 15 words or fewer. 
Accept a summary which includes key information from the article and uses 15 words 
or fewer, e.g. The longest ever flash of lightning was 440 miles long.
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