
Daily NewsDaily News

Few things are as awe-inspiring as thunder 
and lightning. Yet, recently, an amazing 
world record has been broken. 

On 31st October 2018, the longest 
lightning bolt ever zigzagged across the 
skies of Brazil. Crackling across the sky on 
Halloween, it stretched for over 440 miles.  

If it had started at the Scottish border, the 
lightning bolt would have reached all the 
way across England and into France!

Although the lightning strike was almost 
two years ago, scientists didn’t know for sure 
that it was a record until last month. 

The World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) used new satellite technology to 
confirm the record.

With the same technology, they 
also spotted another record-breaking 
lightning bolt. 

It happened over Argentina in 2019 and 
lasted for a massive 16.73 seconds. That’s 
the longest-lasting lightning bolt ever.

Both of these lightning bolts have been 

dubbed ‘megaflashes’. As cool as these epic 
‘megaflashes’ might be, always remember the 
30-30 rule. 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents says if the length of time between a 
flash of lightning and the rumble of thunder 
is less than 30 seconds, go inside. 

Then, wait 30 minutes after you last saw 
a flash before playing outside again. 

That might seem like a long time to 
wait, but, remember, lightning can travel 
a long way!

400-Mile Lightning Bolt in Brazil 

Glossary

electrical charge Amount of electricity 
held in an object.

meteorological To do with the weather.

confirm To check whether or not 
something is true.

dubbed Given an unofficial 
name or nickname.

What is lightning?

• Small ice drops, in some very big 
clouds, bump into each other causing 
a build-up of electrical charge.

• After a while, the whole cloud can fill 
with electrical charge and this leads 
to lightning.

Photo: A thunderstorm.
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Questions
1. How long was the flash of lightning over Brazil? 

   440 miles
   1673 miles
   2018 miles  
   3030 miles

2. “As cool as these epic ‘megaflashes’ might be, always remember the 30-30 rule.” This 
phrase suggests (tick one): 

   The author just wanted to use the word epic in a sentence.
   The author has no concern for the dangers of lightning.
   The author thinks that lightning is exciting. 
   The author thinks that lightning is cool but thinks that we should be careful around it.

3. Fill in the article to complete the sentence from the article. 

Crackling across the sky on                           , it                       for over 440 miles.

4. In the sentence “On 31st October 2018, the longest lightning bolt ever zigzagged across the 
skies of Brazil.”  
Why do you think the author chose to use the term ‘zigzagged’? 
 

 

5. Tick to show whether each statement is a fact or opinion. 
Fact Opinion

Megaflashes are cool and epic.
The WMO used satellite technology to check the information.
 The longest-lasting lightning bolt happened over Argentina.
30 minutes is a long time to wait before going outside to 
play again.

6. Summarise the key information in the article using 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. How long was the flash of lightning over Brazil? 

   440 miles
   1673 miles
   2018 miles  
   3030 miles

2. “As cool as these epic ‘megaflashes’ might be, always remember the 30-30 rule.” This 
phrase suggests (tick one): 

   The author just wanted to use the word epic in a sentence.
   The author has no concern for the dangers of lightning.
   The author thinks that lightning is exciting. 
   The author thinks that lightning is cool but thinks that we should be careful around 

it.

3. Fill in the article to complete the sentence from the article. 
Crackling across the sky on Halloween, it stretched for over 440 miles.

4. In the sentence “On 31st October 2018, the longest lightning bolt ever zigzagged across the 
skies of Brazil.”  
Why do you think the author chose to use the term ‘zigzagged’? 
Accept any answer which refers to the word’s definition and the movement of lightning. 
e.g. They were describing the way lightning looks pointy and like it is going one way 
and then the other.

5. Tick to show whether each statement is a fact or opinion. 
Fact Opinion

Megaflashes are cool and epic. 

The WMO used satellite technology to check the information. 

 The longest-lasting lightning bolt happened over Argentina. 

30 minutes is a long time to wait before going outside to 
play again.



6. Summarise the key information in the article using 20 words or fewer. 
Accept a summary which includes key information from the article and uses 20 words 
or fewer, e.g. The longest ever flash of lightning was 440 miles long and the longest-
lasting went on for over 16 seconds. 
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