
 

 

 

Newsletter 
4th December 2020. 

Key dates this term/year. 

Dates will be added to 
this list in the coming 
weeks and highlighted if 
they are new. 
 
7 & 8/12/ Reception Height and 
Weight check. 
11/12 Christmas Jumper Day. 
15 & 16/12 Year 1 Vision check. 
16/12 Christmas dinner day 
21/12-1/1/21 School break. 
15-19/2/21 Half Term. 
4/3/21 World Book Day (Dress 
Up). 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare 
Week. 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 
Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom?) 18 Dec 
tbc 2020, 5/2/21, 16/7/21. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 8/2/21, 24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 
 
CORONAVIRUS. 
For the latest, detailed information 
about accessing testing and advice 
about coronavirus, go to:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coro

navirus-covid-19/ 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 
• Out of hours COVID email 

details. 

• PTFA Thanks. 

• Good luck to Mrs Thompson. 

• Christmas Cards.  

• Christmas Jumper Day 11/12. 

• Jumpers/joggers in class. 

• School dinners/packed lunch. 

• Water bottles in class. 

• TT Rockstars challenge.  

• Deanes Sports Centre. 

• NCMP next week. 

• PTFA News. 

• Runneymede Swim 
School. 

• Winter Reading 
Challenge. 

• Woodys bookings. 

 

Keeping the school open – out of hours COVID email details.  
We nearly made it to Christmas without having to close a bubble.  So close.  When the 
need to close year two and Woodys came, we were grateful to everyone for being so 
understanding and encouraging. We genuinely appreciate being part of such a 
supportive school community. 
 
Closure of the year 2 and Woodys bubbles has led to pupils and staff having to self-
isolate until December 10th 2020.  At present, we anticipate those bubbles returning on 
11th December and will update you about everything being back up and running 
nearer the time.  If there are any changes or further updates, we will communicate as 
soon as we can, by Parentmail in the first instance, so please keep an eye out. 
 
When we reviewed our systems and processes following the closure, we identified 
something that we thought may improve our COVID response in the future (but made no 
difference in this instance).  We felt we needed to set up a way to contact the school 
when it is closed, so parents can alert us to testing and results as early as possible.  That 
will enable us to take the necessary actions at the earliest point and may lead to less 
bubbles being closed while we trace contacts.   
 
To enable this, we have set up the following email address to when the school is closed. 
 

covid@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Please use it only for telling us about testing or results that may affect the school, so 
that we can take the action necessary to keep the whole school community as safe and 
healthy as possible. 
 
In the meantime, thanks again for the social distancing that you are doing – the mask 
wearing, the 2m spacing, and for being punctual in line with the staggered times to 
avoid crowds around the school.  
 

To remind us all: -  
 

• Do not send a child with symptoms to school.  

• If anyone else in a child’s household or support bubble has symptoms or a 
positive result, please do not send the child to school.  

• If tests of pupils are undertaken for any reason, please let us know, and let 
us know the result as soon as possible. 

 

PTFA thanks. 
It has been difficult for the PTFA to operate in the restrictions of the 
current climate, but I have seen first-hand some of the amazing 
work that they are doing behind the scenes to make Christmas a 
brilliant time for our pupils.  It is very humbling to see their 
generosity in action.  Thank you all, you remain absolute legends. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiercebiotech.com%2Fresearch%2Fpenn-team-repurposes-car-t-cancer-tech-to-treat-heart-disease&psig=AOvVaw232cm6RxTBfQ3wL_y2bMOE&ust=1607168139328000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOi7wteetO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:covid@westwoodacademy.org


 
 
 

Attendance. 
This week, our attendance was 
96.97%. Regular attendance 
helps support the learning of the 
pupils.  Year 6 were out front this 
week again with 100% – well 
done!  Our total for the year so 
far is above our target at 
97.05%. 
 
We expect pupils to be in school 
everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year – last 
year, upto the point at which we 
locked down, the school’s figure 
was 96.83%.  
 
Well done and thank you to 
everyone who supports learning 
through great attendance.  We 
can not authorise term time 
absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles each day, 
as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun cream when it’s 

warm.  Thanks. 

Good luck to Mrs Thompson. 
One of our midday assistants, Mrs Thompson, is leaving the school after 18 
years loyal service.  She’s been a part of our school community for so long, 
both her daughters having attended the school.  Today is her last day, and we 
just wanted to say a big thank you to her, and to let her know that we will miss 
her.  Best wishes for the future Mrs Thompson! 

 
Christmas Cards. 
Each class has it’s own bubbles post box - paid for by PTFA (thank you!). 
 
It’s amazing that nationally, christmas cards have caused such debate among 
schools up and down the country.  We’ve assessed the risk and have come up 
with the following system to keep this tradition going in a safer way given the 
circumstances: - 
 

• Please write cards for pupils and adults in the class/bubble. 

• These can be brought into school until Friday 11th December and 
posted into the class bubble postbox. 

• We’ll quarantine them and distribute on 14th December. 

• Cards for anyone outside of the bubble may be left in the tray in the 
office reception. 

 

Christmas Jumper Day – 11th December. 
We will be taking part in Christmas jumper day on 
Friday 11 December.  A relative of one of our year 
5 pupil’s has approached us to ask if this year’s 
efforts could go towards raising as much awareness 
and funds for a very personal cause – Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy, which we thought would be a 
fitting thing to do.   
 
So, all you have to do is: - 
 

• Wear a Christmas Jumper on Friday 11th December; 

• Enjoy the sight of about 250 other Christmas jumpers around the 
school; 

• Make a donation if you can, either in class (we’ll quarantine any funds 
before passing on) or via the following link 

• https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelsey-stratford 

Looking forward to seeing all those Christmas jumpers… 

 
Jumpers, cardigans, jogging bottoms for PE – increased ventilation. 
It’s an obvious change, but in order to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-
19, we are increasing ventilation where possible around the school.  It may 
mean that the classes are a couple of degrees cooler than usual, so please 
ensure that pupils are prepared for this as the weather turns colder by 
wearing layers topped by a school jumper or cardigan with their name clearly 
marked inside, and jogging bottoms when wearing PE kits.  Thank you. 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelsey-stratford
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586


 
 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 
at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school year.  
If there are any issues 
providing a PE kit, please 
speak to the school office 
to make us aware of them.  
PE kit is part of the school 
uniform, details of which 
can be found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 
 

 
All Enquiries via the office on:  
01702 559467 or 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Woodys contact details. 
 
Please pre-book via Parentmail. 
 
Tel: 07580461715 
 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
 
 

School dinners and lunch boxes. 
School dinners next week are Week 3 from the Winter Menu, a copy can be 
seen here.   
 
Water Bottles. 
Pupils should be sent into school each day with their own water bottle.  This 
removes the need for them to have to leave class for drinks, and helps reduce 
transmission opportunties of COVID-19.   
 
Times Tables Rockstars at home.  
This half term Year 6 children chose the battles. They selected the year groups 
at random and this is the outcome…  

• Year 3 vs Year 5  

• Year 1 vs Year 2  

• Year 4 vs Year 6  
 
The battle has started and ends at 8.30am on Friday 11th December 2020.  
Good luck! The winning classes will receive extra time outside.  
Also, we have a new challenge for you all…  
 
We want to see your highest scores! When you reach a new high score on TT 
Rockstars take a picture of you with your score on the screen and send your 
picture to year2@westwoodacademy.org. At the end of the half term the 2 
children with the highest scores will make it into a ‘shoot out’ competition. One 
of the children will shout out the times table fact and the other will have to 
answer it. The winner of the shootout competition will be displayed on the 
Maths board in the small hall and receive house points!  
 
Reopening of Deanes Community Sports Centre. 
Deanes Community Sports Centre will be reopening on Wednesday 2nd 
December 2020. 
 
As part of their community offer, in line with the newly updated national 
guidance, they are offering a series of Christmas Holiday Activity Camps for 
children in our local area.  
 
These will take place on the 21st, 22nd, 29th and 30th of December with a 
choice of activities each day. 
 
Please use the link below to book a place and to view their updated risk 
assessment. 
 
www.deanessportscentre.com/holiday-camps 
 
National Child Measurement Programme. 
Emails have been sent to all those it affects, Virgin Care will be in school next 
week delivering COVID-secure height, weight and vision checks for Reception 
next week, and vision checks for year 1 the week after. 
 

PTFA News.  
 
Christmas Stars – our tree is up, the stars are in, now we are just waiting for a 
rain/snow free day for some of pupils to be able to decorate the tree! 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in the Christmas stars fundraising.  As 
soon as we have a picture of the stars on the tree to share, we’ll put it in the 
newsletter. 
 
 
 
  
 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
http://www.deanessportscentre.com/holiday-camps
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503


 

 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 


