
 

 

 

Newsletter 
11th December 2020. 

Key dates this term/year. 

Dates will be added to 
this list in the coming 
weeks and highlighted if 
they are new. 
 
15 & 16/12 Year 1 Vision check. 
16/12 Christmas dinner day. 
17/12 Y2 visit to woods. 
18/12 Last day of school – 
movie day (snacks). 
21/12-1/1/21 School break. 
4/1/21 Return to school. 
15-19/2/21 Half Term. 
4/3/21 World Book Day (Dress 
Up). 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare 
Week. 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 
Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom?) 18 Dec 
tbc 2020, 5/2/21, 16/7/21. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 8/2/21, 24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 
 
CORONAVIRUS. 
For the latest, detailed information 
about accessing testing and advice 
about coronavirus, go to:  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coro
navirus-covid-19/ 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 
• Have a happy, safe, healthy 

holiday. 

• COVID contact tracing over 
Christmas holiday. 

• January 4th 2021 return to school.  

• Christmas Movie Day 18/12. 

• Christmas Jumper Day. 

• Jumpers/joggers in class. 

• School dinners/packed lunch/ 
Christmas Dinner 16/12. 

• Water bottles in class. 

• Deanes Clubs. 

• TT Rockstars challenge.  

• PTFA News. 

• Community Badminton. 

• Echo Christmas In 
classroom RW/1R/2R. 

• Woodys bookings. 

 

Have a happy, safe, healthy holiday! 
 

 
 
We have nearly made it to the end of term, so this will be the last newsletter of 2020.  
It’ll be a year we will never forget.   Certainly, it’s a year that turned out to be very 
different to what we expected going into the last Christmas break.  Despite all the 
restrictions, boredom of lockdowns and some sad news to deal with, it has been a year 
that has taught us so much.  In school, we changed so much of what we do to try and 
keep everyone safe.  There are some things that we cannot wait to change back!  
Having visitors and school trips, not constantly hand washing, or having to walk around 
the entire one-way system to get to the room next door, and having doors and windows 
open all the time…  But there are things that we won’t change, that we have been 
forced to think about and do differently and that have had a real positive impact.   
 
More than anything, the knowledge we now have about the pupils and families in our 

school community and how we can support them and keep them as safe as possible, that 
is something that has increased exponentially because of COVID.  This is because of the 
contribution of everyone in the school community, working together to keep everyone 
safe: from mask wearing, to social distancing, from arriving punctually to make the 
staggered timings of school work, right through to looking out for each other, checking 
that each other are well in all senses, being kind to each other.  Those are things that 
have helped us all to get through these challenging times.  It is amazing to be part of a 
school community where pupils now ask at the gate - every morning - how I am.   
 
Going through this together has created a legacy of a stronger school community: it is 
now kinder, more caring and selfless.  While 2020 may have given us all a shocking, 
unforgettable time, it has also created the only school community that I ever want to be 
a part of and that we should all be incredibly proud of.  Thank you all. 
 
Have a safe, relaxing and healthy break and a brilliant 2021. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.mypostcard.com%2Fen%2Fhistory-of-christmas-cards%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WusRVRL5ZCgrleRnzMcXP&ust=1607689481497000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIit8-G0w-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 
 
 

Attendance. 
This week, our attendance was 
96.44%. Regular attendance 
helps support the learning of the 
pupils.  Year 4 were out front this 
week with 98.8% – well done!  
Our total for the year so far is 
above our target at 97.12%. 
 
We expect pupils to be in school 
everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year – last 
year, upto the point at which we 
locked down, the school’s figure 
was 96.83%.  
 
Well done and thank you to 
everyone who supports learning 
through great attendance.  We 
can not authorise term time 
absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles each day, 
as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun cream when it’s 

warm.  Thanks. 

COVID19 Contact Tracing over the Christmas Holiday period. 
As you know schools have been expected to play a key role in reducing the 
spread of COVID19 over the last 9 months. One way in which they have done 
this is by undertaking contact tracing on behalf of the Essex Contact Tracing 
team. They identify any individuals who have been in close contact at school 
with someone who has tested positive for COVID19, during the time that is 
considered the contagious period. This is from 2 days before the person’s 
symptoms are displayed. Those individuals are then required to self-isolate for 

14 days because they are at risk of having contracted COVID19 and being 
contagious themselves.  
 
This contact tracing will not be taking place in the usual way during the 
Christmas break when schools are closed, so there is less chance of school-
based contacts existing.  However, all schools have been given guidance for 
how this role will have to be carried out during the holiday period. 
 
The guidance below explains what to do if a pupil or staff member begins to 
show symptoms of COVID19 during the Christmas break. 
 
 

If a pupil/staff member develops symptoms of COVID19 within 48 
hours of being in school (upto Sunday 20th December 2020). 
 
You must get a test and the household must isolate at home until the test result is 
returned. Please contact the school to let us know that this has occurred.  The 
quickest way to obtain a test is to book one at your local testing centre via 
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Please do not use postal tests unless 
absolutely necessary as these take longer. 
 

• If the test result is positive for COVID19, you must inform the school, 
who will identify if there are any other individuals within the school 
community who are impacted by this and contact them as necessary. 

• If the test result is negative, you should inform the school and you do 
not need to take any further action. 

You should contact the school at 

covid@westwoodacademy.org  
 
Please provide the following: name, date of symptoms starting, what symptoms 
were displayed, when test was taken, test result (when known). 

 
 

If a pupil/staff member develops symptoms of COVID19 more than 
48 hours after their last day in school (from Monday 21st December 
2020). 
 
You must get a test and the household must isolate at home until the test result is 
returned.  
If the test result is positive for COVID-19, having developed symptoms more 
than 48 hours since being in school, (Monday 21st Dec onwards) you must 
contact NHS Test and Trace and follow the advice given by them: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/  
 
You should contact the school if unable to return on 4th January, in time for the 
first day of the new term. 
 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586


 
 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 
at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school year.  
If there are any issues 
providing a PE kit, please 
speak to the school office 
to make us aware of them.  
PE kit is part of the school 
uniform, details of which 
can be found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 
 

 
All Enquiries via the office on:  
01702 559467 or 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Woodys contact details. 
 
Please pre-book via Parentmail. 
 
Tel: 07580461715 
 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
 
 

 
If a pupil/staff member has no symptoms of COVID19 but tests 
positive within 48 hours of being in school (upto Sunday 20th 
December 2020). 
 
It is important to follow the guidance around accessing a test only when the 
individual is showing signs of COVID19. However, if a pupil/staff member is 
asymptomatic and returns a positive test result within 48 hours of last being in 
school, please let the school know straight away. 
 
You should contact the school at 

covid@westwoodacademy.org  

 
Please provide the following: name, when and why the test was taken, test 
result (when known). 
 
If you are contacted by the school (usually by the Parentmail system) because 

your child is identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive 
for COVID19, they must self-isolate for 14 days.   For clarity, this means that 
they should not leave the house for this period.  More information about self-
isolation can be found at this link:  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-
treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/ 
 
I would urge everyone in our school community to adhere to social distancing 
and all COVID19 social mixing guidance for the remainder of term to reduce 
the risk of transmission of the virus.  By doing so, we can significantly reduce 
the risk of anyone being unwell or required to self-isolate over the holiday 
period. 
 

January 4th 2021 – return to school. 
Some local schools are switching to remote learning for the first day back after 
the holiday.  We do not intend to do this.  We are planning for a normal 
return to school for Westwood, with all pupils in school.  However, we have no 
idea what the next two weeks or so will bring, and if any staff have to isolate 
towards the end of the break, we may need to contact you at short notice to 
let you know about alternative arrangements.  Please look out for Parentmail 
messages towards the end fo the holiday if we have to change anything. 
 

Christmas Movie Day – 18th December 2020.  
Given the circumstances, we have had to swap 
Christmas parties and games day on the last 
day of term for a different kind seasonal 
experience.  The last day of term, which will 
be Friday 18th December, will be a Christmas 
Movie Day for all classes, when pupils can 
bring in popcorn, crisps or other snacks for 
themselves – no chocolate, sweets or nuts 
though please.  This arrangement will enable 

us to keep pupils facing in the same direction, reducing risks of transmission of 
the virus. 

 
Christmas Jumper Day. 
It was lovely to see everyone wearing Christmas 
jumpers in school today.  They really do bring a 
vibrant, colourful atmosphere to the classrooms.  As 
previously stated, the money raised will go towards 
raising awareness and fundraising for Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy, which we thought was a great cause.   
 
Thank you for all your donations.  We raised over 
£135 in school which we will donate via the justgiving 
page detailed below, where you can still make 
donations if you would like to: 
 

• https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelsey-stratford 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelsey-stratford
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FSanta-Christmas-Thank-You-Envelopes-Greetingles%2Fdp%2FB075DJ9BVK&psig=AOvVaw3ULlIvoAscKLYIS8BIT5_Y&ust=1607772371370000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNig3sXpxe0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com%2Fwatch-stream-christmas-movies-online-2015-12&psig=AOvVaw0iNz7rk8b7hRSezQes8bpq&ust=1607773071018000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjCmJjsxe0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
 

Year 2 visit to West Wood, individual photographs. 
Year 2 will go into West Wood on Thursday 17th December.  Please can they 
bring appropriate footwear and warm coats to school that day.  Thank you. 
 
Also, as they did not have their individual photographs taken on 3rd December, 
year 2 will have these taken when the photographer returns to take class and 
team photographs. 
 
Jumpers, cardigans, jogging bottoms for PE – increased ventilation. 
It’s an obvious change, but in order to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-
19, we are increasing ventilation where possible around the school.  It may 
mean that the classes are a couple of degrees cooler than usual, so please 
ensure that pupils are prepared for this as the weather turns colder by 
wearing layers topped by a school jumper or cardigan with their name clearly 
marked inside, and jogging bottoms when wearing PE kits.  Thank you. 
 
School dinners and lunch boxes. 
School dinners next week are 
Week 1 from the Winter Menu, a 

copy can be seen here.   
 
This years Christmas dinner is on 
Wednesday 16th December.  
 
Water Bottles. 
Pupils should be sent into school each day with their own water bottle.  This 
removes the need for them to have to leave class for drinks, and helps reduce 
transmission opportunties of COVID-19.  
 
Deanes Clubs. 
All clubs have now finished for this year. New clubs and forms will be sent out 
via Parentmail in the new year.  
 
Times Tables Rockstars at home.  
This half term Year 6 children chose the battles. They selected the year groups 
at random and this is the outcome…  

• Year 3 vs Year 5  

• Year 1 vs Year 2  

• Year 4 vs Year 6  
 
The battle has started and ends at 8.30am on Friday 11th December 2020.  
Good luck! The winning classes will receive extra time outside.  
Also, we have a new challenge for you all…  
 
We want to see your highest scores! When you reach a new high score on TT 
Rockstars take a picture of you with your score on the screen and send your 
picture to year2@westwoodacademy.org. At the end of the half term the 2 
children with the highest scores will make it into a ‘shoot out’ competition. One 
of the children will shout out the times table fact and the other will have to 
answer it. The winner of the shootout competition will be displayed on the 
Maths board in the small hall and receive house points!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.countryliving.com%2Ffood-drinks%2Fg1391%2Fchristmas-dinner-menu%2F&psig=AOvVaw3av0wsDzBVwaX3FB_ezxwr&ust=1607772499151000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCCgYTqxe0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 
 

PTFA News.  
 

 
A huge thankyou to our PTFA who kindly supported the purchase of our new 
class post-boxes which the children and staff have been busily decorating. This 
has enabled us to safely share cards in our bubbles as well as bringing out the 
artistic flair around the school!  

 
Here are our year 6 school councilors 
putting the stars made by pupils, 
organised by the PTFA, onto our tree.  The 
tree was donated by Stibbards and Sons, 
and we thank them for their support of the 
school. 
 
Thanks to the PTFA also for everything 
they have done during this most 
challenging of years.  There is so much 

work that goes on behind the scenes to help enrich both the learning and 
lives of the whole school community.  It is always appreciated.  We love 
you guys. 
 
 
  
 

 



 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 


