
 

 

 

Newsletter 
6th November 2020. 

Key dates this term/year. 

Dates will be added to 
this list in the coming 
weeks and highlighted if 
they are new. 
 
6/11 “Mini Reports”. 
16-20/11/20 Anti-bullying 
week. 
13/11 Children In Need. 
19/11 Virtual Exhibition Evening 
tbc. 
3/12 Individual School Photos. 
21/12-1/1/21 School break. 
15-19/2/21 Half Term. 
4/3/21 World Book Day (Dress 
Up). 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare 
Week. 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 
Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom?) 18 Dec 
tbc 2020, 5/2/21, 16/7/21. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
19/11/20, 25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 8/2/21, 24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 
 
CORONAVIRUS. 
For the latest, detailed information 

about accessing testing and advice 
about coronavirus, go to:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coro
navirus-covid-19/ 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 
 New lockdown guidance. 

 No clubs for this term. 

 Drop off/pick up arrangements. 

 Jumpers/joggers in class.  

 School dinners/packed lunch. 

 Nail Varnish 

 Year 6 residential. 

 Individual school photos 3/12. 

 Poppies on sale. 

 Y4 optional homework. 

 Outdoor Classroom Day 

 Children in Need 

 Woodys online booking. 

 
Welcome back. 
It has been lovely to see the pupils and families return to school after the autumn 
break.  In school, pupils have quickly resumed their learning and we are always in 
awe of the industry and commitment that pupils show right from the start of each term.  
For this newsletter, we have removed lots of the regular items so that attention can be 
given to important updates following the national lockdown. 

 

New guidance around lockdown. 
Following the latest national lockdown beginning on November 5th, schools were given 
new guidance on the evening of November 4th to implement.  We have tried to 
interpret with the safety of our school community in mind what is, at best, some 
ambiguous direction.  For the most part, our systems and processes do not have to 
change within the school, which was already set up using COVID-secure guidelines.  
The two messages that we are focussing this newsletter on, to be as clear as possible 
are:  

 Club provision for rest of term; 

 Drop off and pick up. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Hands-Face-Space-/resources/&psig=AOvVaw3VyNro8oUw8gWGHGONYoLZ&ust=1602925356444000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDorojhuOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 
 
 

Attendance. 
This week, our attendance was just 
below target, at 96.7%. Regular 
attendance helps support the 
learning of the pupils.  Year 2 
were out front this week with 
100% – well done!  Our total for 
the year so far is above our 
target at 97.05%. 
 
We expect pupils to be in school 
everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year – last 
year, upto the point at which we 
locked down, the school’s figure 
was 96.83%.  
 
Well done and thank you to 
everyone who supports learning 
through great attendance.  We 
can not authorise term time 
absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles 
each day, as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 

cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 

Club provision for the rest of term. 
This part of the guidance is causing difficulties for schools everywhere.  
Because of the ambiguities of the advice, we’ve worked with local schools and 
sought clarification from the local authority (who have also approached the 
DfE for further clarification).  In the space of 24 hours, we’ve gone from being 
able to have a full clubs program after school, to an adapted club program 
starting later in the term, to most likely having to cancel all extra curricular 
clubs run by both the school or anyone else using the school premises (but not 

our before and after school club, Woodys) for the rest of term.  This may 
change with further clarification, but all of the most recent indications and 
advice is pointing to this disappointing conclusion.  We’ve  always advocated 
strongly the value of these opportunities for our pupils to stay fit and healthy, 
take part in the sports and activities that they love, maybe find a new passion 
for a sport they’ve never tried before – all for free wherever possible so that 
money is not a barrier.  Given this, the second we are given the clarification 
to run clubs again safely, we will absolutely do so. 
 
Drop off and pick up. 
We have looked at the dropping off and collection arrangements and have 
decided to maintain the arrangements we currently have – there are pros and 
cons to changing the arrangements.  The underlying reality is that if pupils are 
brought into/collected from the school premises at the designated times to 
avoid congestion (this includes being too early as well as being late), and if 
social distancing of 2m is maintained, then almost any system we have will 
work effectively.  So it’s timings and social distancing that I am asking for the 
help of everyone in the school community with. 
 
Additionally, we have made the request for parents to wear face masks 
(unless medically exempt) when entering the school premises.  This is 
because among the traffic of people going in and out, it may not be possible 
to maintain 2m social distancing at all times, so we’d rather be cautious. 
 
Finally, from the wider guidance on Meeting Others Safely, it says that in 
general you must not meet people socially.  It goes onto say that you can: 
 

“…meet in a public, outdoors space with people you live with, your support 
bubble (or as part of a childcare bubble), or with one other person… 
When around other people, stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your 
household - meaning the people you live with - or your support bubble. 
Where this is not possible, stay 1 metre apart with extra precautions (e.g. 

wearing a face covering). 
 
Please help us stay safe and keep our community safe by adhering to this 
guidance and not gathering in groups where possible, moving away from 
the site as quickly as possible.  If we do not follow the advice, we risk 
spreading infection and risk keeping schools open.  
 

 
In summary:- 
> Please maintain 2m social distance; 
> Please arrive to drop/collect pupils at the designated times; 
> Please wear a mask on the school premises unless medically exempt; 
> Do not congregate in groups and mix households. 

 

 
Thank you to everyone for your help in these challenging times.  It is genuinely 

appreciated. 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586


 
 

 

 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 
at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school year.  
If there are any issues 
providing a PE kit, please 
speak to the school office 
to make us aware of them.  
PE kit is part of the school 
uniform, details of which 
can be found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 
 
Charities supported so far this year: 
Jeans for Genes… 
 
All Enquiries via the office on:  
01702 559467 or 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Woodys contact details. 
 
Please pre-book via Parentmail. 
 
Tel: 07580461715 
 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
 
 

Jumpers, cardigans, jogging bottoms for PE – increased ventilation. 
It’s an obvious change, but in order to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-
19, we are increasing ventilation where possible around the school.  It may 
mean that the classes are a couple of degrees cooler than usual, so please 
ensure that pupils are prepared for this as the weather turns colder by 
wearing layers topped by a school jumper or cardigan with their name clearly 
marked inside, and jogging bottoms when wearing PE kits.  Thank you. 
 

School dinners and lunch boxes. 
School dinners for the first week back are Week 2 from the Winter Menu, a 
copy can be seen here.   
 
Nail Varnish. 
Please ensure all pupils have nail varnish removed for school.  Thank you. 
 
Year 6 Residential. 
We can now confirm that the year 6 residential will go ahead, and will be in 
touch next week regarding the payment plans. 
 
Individual School Photos. 
These will take place on 3rd December, using COVID-secure guidelines.  Orders 
will be online and we’ll share details when the photos are completed.  Because 
of restrictions on visitors and class bubbles, we cannot include sibling 
photographs this year. 
 
Poppies for Remembrance Sunday. 
Poppies/merchandise will continue to be available for pupils to buy next week 
during school time from the office. 
 
Outdoor Classroom Day. 
This week all year groups took part in Outdoor classroom Day. This is a global 
campaign to inspire and celebrate outdoor learning.  On Thursday 5th of 
November each class had a lesson outside which was linked to Science. The 
children took part in exciting Science activities which ranged from a visit 
to West Wood to investigating the effects of air resistance on the playground.  
 
Children in Need. 
On Friday 13th November, Westwood children will be participating in different 
activities to raise money towards ‘Children in Need’ These activities will include: 
 

 Penalty Shoot-out – pay 50p and try to score a penalty against the 
amazing goal-keeping skills of Mr Archer 

 Bring and buy a cake! Each year group will hold a class cake sale in 
their own classrooms – 20p a cake 

 
This will also be a non- uniform day and children can contribute £1 on the day. 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503


 
 

 

  

Optional Half Term Homework - Year 4          6th November 2020 

 

Our topic in Year 4 this half term is a Science based one. It focuses on nutrition and healthy 

eating in both animals and humans as well as the digestive system. 

The children will be learning all about food – where it comes from, why we need to eat, 

what we should and shouldn’t eat and ultimately what happens to food after we have eaten 

it! 

As part of the optional homework we are asking children to think about a career that could 

be linked to their topic work and then produce some work based on what they can find out 

about that career. They could then produce a fact file, a model, write a story or a report or 

just create a poster advertising their chosen job. All we ask is that they are creative! 

An example could be the role of a nutritionist – what do they do, who do they work with, 

why is the job important?  

Alternatively, they could look at the role of a farmer in producing the food we eat – where 

does it come from, how does it grow, how does it get to the shops? 

I look forward to seeing and hearing about their chosen careers! 

Mrs Dench. 

 



 
 

 

 


