
 

 

 

Newsletter 
9th October 2020. 

Key dates this term/year. 

Dates will be added to 
this list in the coming 
weeks and highlighted if 
they are new. 
 
October – Black History Month. 
15/10/20 Open Morning Video . 
19-30/10/20 Half Term. 
6/11 “Mini Reports”. 
16-20/11/20 Anti-bullying 
week. 
21/12-1/1/21 School break. 
15-19/2/21 Half Term. 
4/3/21 World Book Day (Dress 
Up). 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare 
Week. 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 
Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom?) Dec tba 
2020, 5/2/21, 16/7/21. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
19/11/20, 25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 12/10/20, 8/2/21, 
24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 
 
CORONAVIRUS. 
For the latest, detailed information 
about accessing testing and advice 
about coronavirus, go to:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coro
navirus-covid-19/ 
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Dropping off siblings at same time. 
To help support social distancing at the front of school, we urge parents to arrive 
punctually (not early) and drop all siblings at the same time (the latest drop off time, 
which is for the youngest child).  This will enable there to be less pupils and families at 

the front of school creating more space for social distancing, as well as meaning 
younger children have to wait for less time, which is important as we move towards the 
colder, wetter weather.   
 
Doing this will not mean the older pupil will be late – they will be marked as arriving 

on time if they arrive with their younger sibling. 

 
World Mental Health Day - Saturday 10th October 2020 
Thank you for supporting the #helloyellow challenge.  It was good to see so much 
kindness, so much yellow and to hear some great jokes designed to cheer everyone up.  
I particularly liked Lenni’s: - 
 

What do you call a sleepy dinosaur?  A Dino-snore… 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.staples.co.uk/poster-frames/cbs/224443269.html&psig=AOvVaw07F_ugDaq-6-CCem3AEv3x&ust=1601718249180000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCLwLTQlewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
 
 

Attendance. 
This week, our attendance was 
above our target, at 97.9%.  
THANK YOU! Regular attendance 
helps support the learning of the 
pupils.  Year 6 were out front this 
week with 99.3% – well done!  
Our total for the year so far is 
also above our target at 97.12%. 
 
We expect pupils to be in school 
everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year – last 
year, upto the point at which we 
locked down, the school’s figure 
was 96.83%.  
 
Well done and thank you to 
everyone who supports learning 
through great attendance.  We 
can not authorise term time 
absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles 
each day, as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 

cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 

Flu Immunisation Consent Forms. 

The consent for flu immunisations is electronic this year, and you should have 
been sent a link.  Please complete as soon as possible if you wish for your 
child/ren to have flu immunisation in school (delivered by the NHS Immunisation 
team).  If you cannot access the electronic form, please contact the office. 

 
Random Acts of Kindness Week 

Next week is our first random acts of kindness week too, so we hope everyone 
will take part in that by doing something kind each day that helps another 
person or brightens up their day, cheers them up or motivates them.  It does not 
have to be anything big, just thoughtful and kind. 
 

Please help the pupils think about what they can do in order to participate in 
what is always a powerful week.  The effects of it usually last much longer than 
just the week as children develop the skill of acting kindly, having concerns for 
others and trying to help those who may or may not need it.  Thank you. 

 
Approach to Blended Learning 
Our approach to blended learning, which will come into effect where self-
isolation or if closing part or all the school is necessary, can be found here. 
 

Parent Consultation Group Meeting. 
We plan to have our first Parent Consultation Group meeting in December – 
members of the group will be contacted next week to confirm details. 

 
First Class 2020 in the Echo. 
The new starter supplement will appear in the Echo on Tuesday 13th October, 
featuring our new Reception starters.  The pupils have settled brilliantly into 
their first full week at Westwood, we hope you are as proud as we are of how 
fantastically they have taken so much into their stride. 

 
Jumpers and cardigans – increased ventilation in school. 
It’s an obvious change, but in order to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-
19, we are increasing ventilation where possible around the school.  It may 
mean that the classes are a couple of degrees cooler than usual, so please 
ensure that pupils are prepared for this as the weather turns colder by 
wearing layers topped by a school jumper or cardigan with their name clearly 
marked inside.  Thank you. 

 
Colds and Coronavirus symptoms. 
This term, unfortunately, is the time for colds and coughs so please be clear 
about our school procedures. Children can come to school with runny 
noses/sneezes (as they have been in the past). Of course, if they are too 
unwell to come into school they will be marked as ill as normal.  
 
Self-isolation for pupils and households. 
If a child has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (a high temperature, a 
persistent dry cough, or a change/loss of taste/smell) they will need to be taken 
for a coronavirus test and kept at home to self-isolate for 10 days if the test is 
positive.    
 

Please do not send children with coronavirus symptoms to school.   
 
If someone in a household (or your support bubble) has one of the symptoms 
above, everyone in that household or their support bubble should self-isolate 
for 14 days from the first day the other family member felt unwell and get 
tested as soon as possible if they show any of the symptoms.  If a test result is 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WWA-Blended-Learning-Approach-September-2020.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586


 
 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 
at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school year.  
If there are any issues 
providing a PE kit, please 
speak to the school office 
to make us aware of them.  
PE kit is part of the school 
uniform, details of which 
can be found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 
 
Charities supported so far this year: 
Jeans for Genes… 
 
All Enquiries via the office on:  
01702 559467 or 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Woodys contact details. 
 
Please pre-book via Parentmail. 
 
Tel: 07580461715 
 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
 
 

positive, please follow the guidance above.  
 
Negative tests. 
You do not need to self-isolate if a test is negative, as long as there are no 
remaining symptoms and: 

 everyone you live with who has symptoms tests negative; 

 everyone in your support bubble who has symptoms tests negative; 

 you were not told to self-isolate for 14 days by NHS test and trace; 

 you feel well – if you feel unwell, stay at home until you are feeling 
better. 

 
Please don’t hesitate to phone the school office if you have a query and 
please do let us know of any symptom/test result as soon as possible so that 
we can follow our safety procedures.  
 
For the latest, more detailed information about accessing testing and 
advice about coronavirus, go to:  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 

Times Tables (TT) Rockstars. 
A message for Year 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
Don’t forget to login and practice your 
times tables every day! Each class has a 
new battle to take part in.  
 

Boys v Girls in your class! 
 
Each person in the winning team will be 
rewarded with 50 house points each. 
Good luck! 
 

Parking and road safety outside school. 
Please drive and park considerately if you 
need to use a car for school.  We have a long 
history of good will from our neighbours and 
it is something that we hope will continue in 
the future.  
 
Parents with concerns about dangerous 
parking or driving outside the school should 
report them to the non-emergency police 
number,  

0300 333 4444. 

It is essential that the pupils and their families 
are safe – please park and drive safely 
around the school.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 

Nursery News. 
The nursery children will be exploring stamping over the coming weeks. Could 
we please request donations of corks, that we can use to make the stamps.  
 
Also, a reminder that as the weather changes, could all children bring in coats 
with their names in.  
 
We encourage all children to bring a water bottle into the nursery but politely 
request that these are only filled with water.  
 

School dinners and lunch boxes. 
School dinners for next week are Week 2 from the Autumn Menu, a copy can 
be seen here.   
 
Our winter menus are also now available on the website and will be in 
place after half term.  And check out our Guy Fawkes menu for November 
5th at the back of this newsletter. 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719


 
 

 

Please ensure ALL lunch boxes are clean, have names and class on them.  It 
would be beneficial if lunchboxes were of an easy to clean material/design 
and are cleaned every day after use, to reduce risk of transmission of COVID-
19. 
 

Book of the week. 
This week, Lucas C from Year 3 told 
Mr Archer about his favourite book,  
“The Silver Serpent Cup” which is one 
of the “Fast and Furry Racers” series. 
 
When asked why he likes this book, 
Lucas said, “Because I really like the 
way they race on the Earth, in the air 
and near the sea.  It shows that good 
always triumphs evil because the mole 
who is good wins, and the crocodile 
who cheats by trying to hit the other 
cars with missiles loses.  It’s got really 

cool artwork and colours.”   
 
Lucas recommended the book to, “…people that like animals and racing, or who 
like books that start calmly and then get really exciting.” 
 
It must be a good book, as Lucas was very excited to tell me about it! 

 
Healthy Lifestyles. 
We promote healthy lifestyles. As well as encouraging the recommended 60 
minutes of exercise we are also promoting healthiness by changing the snack 
rules at break time. The new expectations are as follows: 

 Fruit or vegetables only; 

 Food that has a 'green' or mostly 'green' label; 

 No foods with red labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 
 
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that 
pupils learn healthy habits with exercise and nutrition 
early so that it can become a pattern through life. 

 
Club News. 
Entry forms for clubs will go out today via Parentmail and our clubs will start 
after half term. 
 

PTFA News – help us raise money for the school! 
The stones for the COVID snake have started to 
come back and will be used to contribute to 
making a “COVID Snake” like others produced 
in communities across the country during 
lockdown. 
 
If you are still working on yours, please return it 
as soon as you can please.  The rock can be 

decorated with any design or message you’d 
like, hopefully commemorating the efforts of our 
NHS or generally having positive messages or 
vibrant and colourful designs on. The rocks will 
be displayed as a special trail around the 
playground.  We ask for a minimum 50p 
donation towards the ongoing fundraising 
efforts for the School.... Pop your decorated 
rock back into the bag along with your donation 

& hand to your teacher � 
 

Thank you for your support, Westwood PTFA. 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://toppsta.com/books/details/208428/fast-and-furry-racers-the-silver-serpent-cup&psig=AOvVaw0-WswZtQe302JLiHa6dbVv&ust=1602324268508000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjptvOhp-wCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.bishopsstortfordindependent.co.uk/news/stone-snake-makes-a-beautiful-addition-to-a-bishops-stortford-street-9110250/&psig=AOvVaw1PCE9ILRuZlukXc3Kgcr0Q&ust=1600518371506000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDQuLja8usCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 



 
 

 


