
 

 

 

Newsletter 
16th October 2020. 

Key dates this term/year. 

Dates will be added to 
this list in the coming 
weeks and highlighted if 
they are new. 
 
October – Black History Month. 
19-30/10/20 Half Term. 
6/11 “Mini Reports”. 
16-20/11/20 Anti-bullying 
week. 
21/12-1/1/21 School break. 
15-19/2/21 Half Term. 
4/3/21 World Book Day (Dress 
Up). 
w/c 15/3/21 Shakespeare 
Week. 
29/3-9/4 /21 School break. 
1-7/6/21 Half Term. 
16/6/21 Sports Day PM tbc. 
28/6-2/7/21 Provisional Y6 
Residential. 
20/7/21 Last day of school. 
 
PCG Meetings (Zoom?) Dec tba 
2020, 5/2/21, 16/7/21. 
“Virtual?” Exhibition Evenings 
19/11/20, 25/3/21, 13/7/21.  
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 12/10/20, 8/2/21, 
24/5/21. 
 

Dates may be subject to change; we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 
 
CORONAVIRUS. 
For the latest, detailed information 
about accessing testing and advice 
about coronavirus, go to:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coro
navirus-covid-19/ 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 
• Social Distancing and Collection 

Arrangements review. 

• Virtual Open Morning. 

• Random Acts of Kindness Week. 

• Attendance. 

• Approach to Blended Learning. 

• Parent Consultation Group. 

• Christmas Cards. 

• Jumpers in class.  

• Colds and Coronavirus 
symptoms. 

• Parking and Road Safety. 

• Nursery News.  

• School dinners/packed 
lunch/Guy Fawkes Lunch. 

• Book of the week. 

• Healthy Lifestyles. 

• PTFA – COVID Snake. 

• Optional Y6 half-term 
homework. 

• Guy Fawkes Menu. 

• Woodys online booking. 

• Deanes Holiday Clubs. 

 
We are really looking forward to 
seeing you all back in school on 
Monday 2nd November, subject to 
there being no significant changes 
from the Government during half-
term.  We will be in touch if 
circumstances change through 
parentmail and our Facebook page.  
Be safe and take care! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Distancing and Collection Arrangements – review after half-term. 
After half term we will review the collection arrangements that are currently in place.  
We will consider various options such as exiting from 2 gates, the patterns and timings 
of exit of each year group, and any other means to promote social distancing – 
particularly outside the school.  There are pros and cons to any changes, so we will 
need to be convinced that any changes will dramatically improve the opportunities to 
social distance. 
 
Given that Essex has also raised it’s local COVID alert level to high, we would 

encourage parents to wear masks at the school gate should 2 metres social 
distancing not be possible.   
 
Please also use the one-way system to promote social distancing and walk around 
the close once you have collected your children, past the caretakers house when you 
leave – this will reduce the number of people you have to walk past within 2 metres.  
The school has a small frontage to Beresford Close, so please consider where you 
stand to allow others to pass with as much space as possible.  When in the playground, 
please stand to the sides so that pupils and staff can see parents – please do not 
obscure the view as this delays the collection process. 
 
The most effective thing we can all do currently is to ensure that we social distance 
at 2 metres wherever possible.  There is no reason why this should not be possible 
outside school if we all act considerately and patiently – thank you all for doing your 
part and making sure that children waiting outside also do the same. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk%2FHands-Face-Space-%2Fresources%2F&psig=AOvVaw3VyNro8oUw8gWGHGONYoLZ&ust=1602925356444000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDorojhuOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn4.vectorstock.com%2Fi%2F1000x1000%2F73%2F88%2Fnovember-2-flat-daily-calendar-icon-date-vector-8067388.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fnovember-2-flat-daily-calendar-icon-date-vector-8067388&tbnid=4zliDduY4GK7zM&vet=10CAcQxiAoCGoXChMIiIDBl_C47AIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAg..i&docid=vAwKx0tRcaKNOM&w=1000&h=1080&itg=1&q=november%202nd%20calendar%20page&safe=strict&ved=0CAcQxiAoCGoXChMIiIDBl_C47AIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAg


 
 
 

Attendance. 
This week, our attendance was on 
target, at 97.0%.  THANK YOU! 
Regular attendance helps support 
the learning of the pupils.  Year 6 
were again out front this week 
with 99.3% – well done!  Our 
total for the year so far is also 
above our target at 97.13%. 
 
We expect pupils to be in school 
everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year – last 
year, upto the point at which we 
locked down, the school’s figure 
was 96.83%.  
 
Well done and thank you to 
everyone who supports learning 
through great attendance.  We 
can not authorise term time 
absence and where appropriate, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles 
each day, as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 

cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 

Virtual Open Morning. 

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, we are currently not 
organising open mornings for prospective parents this year.  This is to 
safeguard the school community and reduce the potential risk of transmission of 
the virus.  However, we were still keen to share with you what our school is 
really like, and so asked some of our year 6 pupils to work with the 
headteacher to produce a “virtual open morning”.  It was a particularly steep 
learning curve for Mr Archer. 

Please click the link below to see the 11-minute video made by our 
pupils.  When asked to be critical about the finished product and what would 
make it even better, they said it would be perfect if it included a “blooper 
reel”, so that is attached separately here. 

Westwood Academy Virtual Open Morning, 2020 

Random Acts of Kindness Week 
It has been brilliant to see and hear of so many acts of kindness this week.  
Thank you for supporting pupils with this brilliant addition to our school 
calendar, which we hope has a very positive impact on our whole school 
community’s wellbeing, following up last weeks #helloyellow challenge 
fantastically.  The considerate and kind acts genuinely mean a lot to those on 
the receiving end and make the last week of half term – when everyone is 
tired – really enjoyable.  Thank you to everyone who did kind things this week. 
 

Attendance. 
Amazingly, our attendance this half term has finished above our target of 97% 
and for that, I wanted to say a genuine thank you.  Having been in lockdown 
since March 2020, almost all pupils have some gaps in their knowledge and 
skills that we are now busy trying to address, to get them back on course as 
soon as possible.  Great attendance clearly helps to achieve this, regular 
absence makes the gaps even wider and more difficult to make up for.  After 
half term, we will analyse the attendance of each pupil and consider how to 
support individuals to be in school as much as possible. 
 

Usually, the class with the best attendance each half 
term gets afternoon tea with Mr Archer.  At present, 
that is not possible, so instead Mr Archer will provide 
Year 3 (with 98.3% for the half term) with cakes one 
day after half term.  Well done year 3 – year 6 
were catching up with you at the end of the half 
term, one to watch… 

 
Approach to Blended Learning 
Our approach to blended learning, which will come into effect where self-
isolation or if closing part or all the school is necessary, can be found here. 
 

Parent Consultation Group. 
As part of our drive for continuous improvement, we invite a parent from each 
year group to share with us their views on developing our school. This group is 
known as the parent consultation group and meets with our senior leadership 
team 3 times a year. Currently we have a vacancy for a nursery parent 
representative. If you would be interested in being part of our PCG group 
please email the office at admin@westwoodacademy.org. Many Thanks  
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0QJrb5r_dQ&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSgsHZdS6B4&safe=true
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WWA-Blended-Learning-Approach-September-2020.pdf
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.recipetineats.com%2Flemonade-scones%2F&psig=AOvVaw0RcBIywRm1qa3eZNIONW4A&ust=1602930315603000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNC1psbzuOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 
at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils are 
provided with PE kit 
throughout the school year.  
If there are any issues 
providing a PE kit, please 
speak to the school office 
to make us aware of them.  
PE kit is part of the school 
uniform, details of which 
can be found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 
 
Charities supported so far this year: 
Jeans for Genes… 
 
All Enquiries via the office on:  
01702 559467 or 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Woodys contact details. 
 
Please pre-book via Parentmail. 
 
Tel: 07580461715 
 
Mon-Thu 07:30-08:45, 15:10-18:00 
Fri 07:30-08:45, 15:10-17:00 
 
 

Christmas Cards. 
We are once again taking part in our annual school fundraising Christmas 
Card design project. The children have been busy completing their designs and 
will be bringing them home today. If you would like to order, please return the 
sealed envelope to school by the first Friday back after half term (6th 
November) so we are able to process the orders in time for Christmas. We 
thank you for your support with this great project which has raised a significant 
amount of money for our school over previous years.   

 
Jumpers and cardigans – increased ventilation in school. 
It’s an obvious change, but in order to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-
19, we are increasing ventilation where possible around the school.  It may 
mean that the classes are a couple of degrees cooler than usual, so please 
ensure that pupils are prepared for this as the weather turns colder by 
wearing layers topped by a school jumper or cardigan with their name clearly 
marked inside.  Thank you. 

 
Colds and Coronavirus symptoms. 
This term, unfortunately, is the time for colds and coughs so please be clear 
about our school procedures. Children can come to school with runny 
noses/sneezes (as they have been in the past). Of course, if they are too 
unwell to come into school they will be marked as ill as normal.  
 
Self-isolation for pupils and households. 
If a child has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (a high temperature, a 
persistent dry cough, or a change/loss of taste/smell) they will need to be taken 
for a coronavirus test and kept at home to self-isolate for 10 days if the test is 
positive.    
 

Please do not send children with 
coronavirus symptoms to school. 

 
If someone in a household (or your support bubble) has one of the symptoms 
above, everyone in that household or their support bubble should self-isolate 
for 14 days from the first day the other family member felt unwell and get 
tested as soon as possible if they show any of the symptoms.  If a test result is 
positive, please follow the guidance above.  
 
Negative tests. 
You do not need to self-isolate if a test is negative, as long as there are no 
remaining symptoms and: 

• everyone you live with who has symptoms tests negative; 

• everyone in your support bubble who has symptoms tests negative; 

• you were not told to self-isolate for 14 days by NHS test and trace; 

• you feel well – if you feel unwell, stay at home until you are feeling 
better. 

 
Please don’t hesitate to phone the school office if you have a query and 
please do let us know of any symptom/test result as soon as possible so that 

we can follow our safety procedures.  
 
For the latest, more detailed information about accessing testing and 
advice about coronavirus, go to:  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503


 
 

Parking and road safety outside school. 
Please drive and park considerately if you 
need to use a car for school.  We have a long 
history of good will from our neighbours and 
it is something that we hope will continue in 
the future.  
 
Parents with concerns about dangerous 
parking or driving outside the school should 
report them to the non-emergency police 
number,  

0300 333 4444. 

It is essential that the pupils and their families 
are safe – please park and drive safely 
around the school.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 

Nursery News. 
We have had a wonderful first half term here in the nursery. We have been 
delighted to see our existing children back after such a long period off and our 
new children have settled in beautifully. We’ve loved getting to know them and 
watch their friendships blooming. Settling in sessions have been very different 
under these current circumstances, but the children have shown great resilience 
and adaptability that we should never underestimate.  
 
We have had lots of our parents asking to increase their child’s hours already. 
Unfortunately, as with the rest of the school, we are oversubscribed and are 
already full for this academic year. We have had to turn away a lot of 
disappointed new families. We do have a very limited number of afternoon 
slots available but children starting school in September 2021 will be 
prioritised as part of their transition into full time education. The morning slots 
are all gone but it might be possible to extend a morning slot to an all day. If 
this is something you are interested in, please speak to Mrs Wilkinson in the 
first instance.  Have a lovely half term.  
 

School dinners and lunch boxes. 
School dinners for the first week back are Week 1 from the Winter Menu, a 
copy can be seen here.   
 
And check out our Guy Fawkes menu for November 5th at the back of this 
newsletter. 
 
Please ensure ALL lunch boxes are clean, have names and class on them.  It 
would be beneficial if lunchboxes were of an easy to clean material/design 
and are cleaned every day after use, to reduce risk of transmission of COVID-
19. 
 

Book of the week. 
This week, Flo in year 5 told Mr Archer about 
her favourite book, “You’re a Bad Man Mr 

Gum!” by Andy Stanton. 
 
When asked why she likes this book, Flo said, 
“Because it is really descriptive, and it’s got 
great characterization too.  The best character 
is Mr Gum who is very grumpy, which makes 
him stand out the most.  Despite being very 
grumpy and messy, he has a beautiful garden 
because if he doesn’t keep it tidy a small fairy 
hits him on the head with a frying pan!”   
 
Flo recommended the book to, “…people who 
are about 10 years old because it is really 

funny, descriptive and intriguing.  Even the blurb gets you excited to read the 
book.” 

 
 

https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FYoure-Bad-Man-Mr-Gum%2Fdp%2F1405223103&psig=AOvVaw0XLzx7CtzoS5wcUNgyGlfu&ust=1602926680544000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjPtoHmuOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719


 
 

 

 

Healthy Lifestyles. 
We promote healthy lifestyles. As well as encouraging the recommended 60 
minutes of exercise we are also promoting healthiness by changing the snack 
rules at break time. The new expectations are as follows: 

• Fruit or vegetables only; 

• Food that has a 'green' or mostly 'green' label; 

• No foods with red labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 
 
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that 
pupils learn healthy habits with exercise and nutrition 
early so that it can become a pattern through life. 

 
Club News. 
Our clubs are filling up fast, and places are limited and given out on a first 
come, first served basis.  We currently have limited spaces in Y1&2 Football 
and Y3&4 Football, and Zumba in now full. All other clubs still have spaces so 
if your child will like to join please complete the form and return it to the school 
office. 

Just to make you aware that the day for year 1&2 football has changed and 
will now be on a Monday after school instead of a Tuesday after school. 
 

PTFA News – help us raise money for the school! 
The stones for the COVID snake are all back 
and will be used to make a “COVID Snake” like 
others produced in communities across the 
country during lockdown. 

 
Thank you for your support, Westwood PTFA. 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.bishopsstortfordindependent.co.uk/news/stone-snake-makes-a-beautiful-addition-to-a-bishops-stortford-street-9110250/&psig=AOvVaw1PCE9ILRuZlukXc3Kgcr0Q&ust=1600518371506000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDQuLja8usCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


 
 

 

Optional Half Term Homework - Year 6          16th October 2020 

In the next half term leading up to Christmas, Year 6 will be learning about WW2. It would be fun for the 

children to start researching about this topic and produce something to show the knowledge that they 

have learnt. Below are listed some of the projects that the children could try: 

 A fact-file - handwritten or word processed 

 A PowerPoint presentation, (this could be presented to the class) 

 A piece of artwork 

 Design & draw/make a WW2 outfit.  

 Make a soldier’s helmet 

 Research your family tree and find out which family members were alive in WW2. Can you find out 

anything else about them? Did any of them serve in the army? 

 Make a model 3D scene from the war. 

 Draw and explain what 6 things you would want to take with you if you were evacuated. 

 Design a poster persuading people to join the army. 

 Research a WW2 recipe and make it at home. Photograph the meal and write out the recipe. 

Write a review of the meal! 

 Any of your own ideas 

Also, continue daily TT Rockstars and reading for at least five minutes a day, talk about the book you are 

reading with an adult. What do you like about the book? Have you read others like it? Would you 

recommend your book to a friend? Why? 

Practice times tables you are not confident with. 

Spellings to learn over the holiday  (tests are on Thursdays)       

  rough, tough, enough, cough, dough, though, thorough, borough, plough 

conscious, precious, suspicious, delicious, vicious, spacious, gracious, ferocious, malicious, tenacious 
 

 

After the break, Year 6 will be receiving regular online homework. 



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 



 
 

 


