
 

 

 

Newsletter, 

16th July 2020. 

Key dates this term. 

16 July Y6 Leavers Get 
Together – for Y6 pupils 
3pm-4:30pm. 
3 Sept – return to school. 
 

Attendance. 
Well done and thank you 
to everyone who supports 
learning through great 
attendance. 
 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 

• Good Luck To Our Leavers. 

• Goodbye Miss Neuschaffer. 

• Thank Yous: 

o the Westwood Community. 
o Mrs Dukes. 

o Mrs Stripe’s Corona Virus Fact File. 

• Year 6 Leavers Get Together 16/7. 

• Reopening In September 2020. 

• School Dinner Menu. 

• Lunch Boxes – Easy To Keep Clean. 

• Woody’s reopens on 7th September.  

• Please Clear Arrears.  

• Residential Trip Refund 

• School Reports. 

• Deanes Summer Sports Camps. 

 
Good luck to all of our leavers. 

To our year 6’s.  You’ve been phenomenal.  

And didn’t you need to be this year?  A year 
like no other we have known.  A year in which 

everything we knew as normal suddenly 

became exceptional.  But year 6… you were 
always exceptional. 

 
You have been an absolute pleasure to have 

around the school, have always worked hard 
and coped brilliantly with the changes, 

interruptions, the unknowns that COVID-19 
brought to all life, not just school.  You are now 

young adults that parents and families, as well as us at school, can be very proud of.  

More than anything, you should all be extremely proud of yourselves. 
 

Seeing so many of you back over recent weeks has shown how incredibly prepared 
you all are for the next step of your education at Secondary School – wherever you 

are heading, they are genuinely lucky to have you and there will not be a single one 
of you that is not missed by us at Westwood.  Every year I say the same thing: for 

some, it may seem like a big step to leave.  It has, after all, been part of many of 
your lives for the last seven years!  But really you never leave.  A building isn’t what 

makes the school.  It’s the people and the lessons learnt.  You will always be a part of 

that and will carry it with you forever.   
 

Good luck.  You have been 
superstars. 

 
Goodbye Miss Neuschaffer. 
And to Miss Neuschaffer who is 
leaving to relocate back to Jersey, 

her original manor!  You joined us in 
the toughest week – OFSTED 

inspection on your fourth day (welcome to Westwood!) – but you quickly settled in to 
become a key part of the team, and have been invaluable to the school in recent 

years.  I know the pupils have loved having you as their teacher and you have really 
got the best out of everyone you have taught.  A sincere, huge thank you.  You will be 

missed.  And good luck with your rescheduled wedding! 
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Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 

at the school for PE.  
Please ensure that all 
pupils are provided with 
PE kit throughout the school 
year.  If there are any 
issues providing a PE kit, 
please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of 
which can be found here. 
 

 

Thank you to the Westwood community. 
A genuine thanks to all parents, carers, staff, the PTFA, directors, volunteers and the 

pupils for everything that you have done to support the work of Westwood 
Academy this year.  Every gesture of kindness and each supportive act is received 

gratefully and genuinely appreciated particularly given what this year has thrown 

at everyone across our school community.  Seeing the children and families back 
has been great, as has seeing their work online, news on line, and the kindness 

shown across the community when people needed it.  Against the odds, COVID-19 
has brought the best out of many people who have gone above and beyond to 

help others.  Thank you to you all. 
 

We hope that you are all well, that you stay well, and have a great summer.  More 
than ever, we are looking forward to welcoming you all back in September.  Take 

care. 

 
Thank you to Mrs Dukes. 
A particular thank you is due to Mrs Dukes who has led the PTFA for pretty much 

the whole time that her daughter has attended the school, leading a group of 

dedicated volunteers that has raised thousands of pounds, every penny of which 
goes directly to benefit the pupils on resources, trips, things that enhance the 

curriculum and make learning more fun that the school simply would not be able to 
do otherwise.  A genuine thank you from the Westwood community.  Your efforts 

will never be forgotten and the hours you put in have always been genuinely 
appreciated. 

 
Corona Virus Fact File - Thank you to Mrs Stripe. 
One of our very talented parents, Mrs Stripe approached the school with a lovely 
fundraising idea.  During lockdown, she has been busy creating a Corona Virus Fact 

file which outlines all key dates and moments in time throughout the Virus. Within 
the fact file there's space for parents to add their own personal memories and 

photos alongside the key events. Mrs Stripe is happy to provide a PDF version of 
the fact file which can be purchased directly through parent mail for a donation of 

£4. If you would like any further details, Mrs Stripe has put together a video of the 

fact file, which she would be happy to share with you if you make a request at 
the office (admin@westwoodacademy.org).  If you would like to purchase this 

amazing keepsake of a historically significant event that we have all experienced, 
please make a payment of £4 via parentmail and a PDF will be emailed to you.  

 
We would like to use the money to commemorate this very unique time as a school 

and will be in touch in the Autumn term with more information.  So far, Mrs Stripe 
has raised £600 for the school from this project – we are so grateful, thank you 

very much! 

 
Year 6 Leavers Get Together 16th July 3:00-4:30pm. 
An unexpected and welcome development is that because we are a COVID secure 

environment, we have been able to organise an impromptu get together for our 
year 6’s who are leaving to start Secondary School.  The official invite is attached 

at the end of this newsletter (already sent to year 6 via Parentmail), drop off for 

pupils will be at 3pm, pick up at 4:30pm. We hope that each pupil will bring some 
snacks and something to drink for themselves to make it a socially distant picnic 

type event.  There will be a free ice cream from an ice cream van organised and 
paid for by the PTFA, along with leavers gifts, and the traditional opportunity to 

get their shirts signed by all their classmates and staff if they choose (the shirts to 
sign are not to be worn, and please can each year 6 bring their own pen for 

signing). 
 

A socially distanced year end event is definitely not what we are used to, but we 

are genuinely thrilled to be able to say goodbye on the last day rather than at 
some point in the future, and pleased that this is even able to take place at all – 

before Monday this week, it was only a hope that we didn’t think would happen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
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If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 

 

 
Parking and road safety outside 

school. 
Please park considerately if you 
need to drive to school.  We have a 
long history of good will from our 
neighbours and it is something that 
we hope will continue in the future.  
If parents have any concerns about 
dangerous parking or driving outside 
the school, call the non-emergency 
police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.  

It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and 
drive safely around the school.  
Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Reopening in September. 
A separate document will be sent with more detail about how we plan to open in 
September, which we are now able to share.  The main points are: - 

 

School will reopen on Thursday 3rd September 2020 to all pupils in years 1-6.  Due 
to transition arrangements, Reception and Nursery have separate arrangements 

which will be sent separately to parents with children in early years. 
 

There will be staggered start and finish times which will be different to the current 
arrangements.  They are: - 
 Drop off Collect M-Th Collect Fri 
Year 6 – main entrance  08:45   15:20   13:35 

Year 5 – main entrance  08:50   15:20   13:35 
Year 4 – main entrance  08:55   15:15   13:30 
Year 3 – main entrance  09:00   15:15   13:30 
Year 2 – main entrance  09:05   15:10   13:25 
Year 1 – main entrance  09:10   15:10   13:25 

Reception – main entrance  09:15   15:05   13:20 
Nursery (AM session) side gate  08:45   11:45   11:45 
Nursery (PM session) side gate  12:15   15:15     n/a 

 
Of course, social distancing will still be required at pick up so we ask all parents to 

queue up to drop/collect their children at the time allocated above – pupils will not 

be admitted earlier, so please do not enter the playground early.   

 

When dropping off/collecting, please keep the line for 
dropping/collection moving and exit the premises as quickly as possible 
via the one-way system to allow others to drop/collect whilst 
maintaining social distancing requirements. 

 
We will continue to operate the systems that have proven to be effective during the 
summer term as more pupils have come back to school – a one-way system, 

staggered breaks and lunchtimes in designated areas, as well as adapting to meet 
new elements of guidance e.g. front facing desks in rows in each class, bubbles of 

pupils in phase, class or wraparound care group etc. 
 

Our experience of having all year groups back before the summer has served us 
well to upscale the provision to all pupils.  Of course, it relies on the cooperation of 

everybody to make it work.  We will constantly review our arrangements in line 

with any changes to guidance, and hope that by half-term, there will be further 
opportunities to return some things back to normal. 

 
School dinners – when we come back. 

School dinners for the first week back is Week 2 from the Autumn Menu, a copy 
can be downloaded here. 

 
Lunch boxes – please try to avoid “hard to clean” material lunch boxes. 

Please ensure ALL lunch boxes have names and class on them.  It would be 

beneficial if lunchboxes were of an easy to clean material/design (preferably not 
material) and are cleaned every day after use, to reduce risk of transmission of 

COVID-19. 
 

Woody’s Before, After School and Bridging Club reopens Monday 7th September 
2020. 

Woodys will reopen on Monday 7th September 2020 for before and after school 
club.  This will be for years 1-6 initially and then will be available for reception 

pupils from after half term – this is to reflect that they will have transition during the 
first autumn half-term due to COVID-19, unlike in previous years. 

 

Woody’s opening hours are 07.30 until school starts, and from school end until 
18.00 on Monday to Thursday (17:00 on Friday).  We will not have any children 

attending Woody’s outside of these hours. 
 

In order to create a COVID “wraparound care bubble”, we will cap the number of 
places available for each session of Woodys to 30.  These will be allocated on a 

first come, first served basis, and once the session is full there will be no 
additions. 

 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Winter-2019-Menu-Week-2.docx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
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Woodys can be booked as usual through the school office during normal office 
hours (01702 559467) or through the Woodys phone number (07580 461715) 

during session hours. 

 

There will be NO After School Club or Bridging Club on 3rd and 4th 
September 2020.  Woodys reopens Monday 7th September 2020 

 
Arrears for Woodys, Bridging Club and School Meals. 
Please ensure that all Woody’s, bridging club and school dinner money are paid 

up to date.  Where accounts are not settled, the service will not be available, or 
we may have to review the continued availability of the provision of the service in 

its entirety if it is not sustainable through lack of income.   
 

If there are issues around arrears, please contact the office at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

 
Year 6 Residential Trip Update. 

Today I have had confirmation that our insurance company will be organising a 
payment back to the school for the residential trip balances.  We will send all 

refunds next week before the end of the academic year, Wednesday 22nd July 
2020.  There have been particular wranglings between the trip provider and the 

insurance company regarding the deposits – we are assured that this money will be 
coming back to the school, and are waiting for it – that element will potentially be 

paid a little later as a refund, but we will keep you updated on this – as it stands, 
we intend to make full refunds by close of business next Wednesday.  Thanks for 

your patience. 
 
School Reports. 

School reports have been sent out this week to pupils attending school, and have 
been available to others to collect from the school office between 10:30-12:30 

Monday to Thursday, and will be available until Tuesday 21st July from the school 
office.  Year 6’s that do not collect their reports will have them posted as they will 

not be returning, all other reports that are not taken home or collected will be kept 

until September for distribution then. 
 

If you would like an opportunity to discuss the report with the class teacher, please 
contact admin@westwoodacademy.org to let us know, or make an appointment 

with the office in the new year.  Thank you. 
 
Summer Reading Challenge – now online!  

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 
Each year the local library service offers the summer reading challenge, which 

pupils of Westwood participate in widely and in great numbers.  With libraries 
having been closed, the challenge has been moved online during this summer.  As 

reading is the most important thing pupils can do to maintain their learning skills, we 

really encourage every pupil to take part in this fun, popular scheme.  Further 
details are attached on the flyer at the end of the newsletter. 

 

Deanes Sports Centre Summer Camps. 
Following Government guidance changes, we are 

pleased to confirm that the Deanes Sports Centre 
will be offering a range of summer holiday sports 

and activity camps for children in the local area this 
year.  There will be provision everyday throughout 

the school holidays and the breaadth of activities on 
offer will grow as the measures allow.  All necessary 

safety and guidance measures have been taken.  
This includes main activity days as well as early and 

late clubs. 

 
To find out more, please visit www.deanessportscentre.com/holiday-camps 
 
 

mailto:admin@westwoodacademy.org
http://www.deanessportscentre.com/holiday-camps
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