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Looking after a pet gerbil. 
 
There are many species of gerbil. The Mongolian gerbil is most often kept as a pet. 
How to care for a gerbil. 
 

Gerbils should never be kept alone and are happiest in small groups. You should handle 
a gerbil carefully to avoid any stress to the gerbil. Gerbils should be picked up by 
gently cupping them with two hands, and fully supporting their body. It is important 
to interact with your gerbils every day. You should never leave your gerbils 
unsupervised with another animal who may harm or frighten them. Finally, when caring 
for your gerbil it is most important that you should never pick up a gerbil by the tail, 
as this can really harm them. 
A suitable home for a gerbil. 
 

Provide your gerbils with a gerbilarium large enough to provide shelter, opportunities 
to dig and space to exercise. You should also provide adequate bedding and nesting 
material, because gerbils naturally like to build nests, so bedding material should be 
deep enough to allow your gerbils to dig and build their own nest. Provide your gerbil 
with a comfortable, dry, clean place to live, and keep your gerbils in a quiet place 
where they can rest undisturbed. 
 
Gerbils like to have cardboard, paper, hay, empty toilet rolls, and egg containers to 
chew on. They also need a rough-surfaced object such as a stone to help wear down 
claws. 
 
Don’t use a cage with metal bars as this can be dangerous for gerbils, also sawdust 
should not be used as it may cause breathing problems. 
What a gerbil eats. 

Gerbils must always have access to clean fresh water. You should feed your gerbils 
various grasses and a range of leaves and herbs. To keep a gerbil’s diet varied feed 
them fruit (pear, melon, apple, oranges) and vegetables (cucumber, carrot, and 
pumpkin). Do not give your gerbil grapes or rhubarb as these are poisonous to them. 
Gerbils love to hoard food in large stores; in the wild, gerbils may hoard up to 1.5kg 
of grain in one store! So don’t be surprised to find food around the cage.  
 
Gerbils require care and attention, a specific diet and home. If you follow this advice 
for caring for a pet gerbil, it will be happy and healthy.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Non-Chronological Reports 
 
Does the text contain the following features? 
 

Features Yes No 

A Heading   

Subheadings   

Pictures   

Diagrams   

Labels   

Captions   

Facts not opinions   

Technical words to do with the subject   

Text organised into paragraphs   

Varied sentence beginnings   

The text contain words like ‘I’,’ you’ we’ and 
‘think’ 

  

 
 

Are there any other features you have found in your text that 
are not in the list above?  If so, write them in the space below: 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 

The Sneaglegator 

The sneaglegator is a rare form of animal that only hunts at night. 

Sneaglegators are easy to identify because they have similar features to snakes, 
eagles and alligators. They are the size of a cat and covered in slimy scales and thick 
feathers. Adult sneaglegators are usually a dark green colour which enables them to 
hide among the trees and undergrowth of the rainforest. However, juveniles are 
born with a bluish tinge to their scales and no feathers. 

Sneaglegators are found in most rainforests, especially in the canopy and a few have 
been found hiding among the undergrowth. They usually nest high up in the boughs 
of trees and, because they only hunt at night, are rarely seen by human eyes. 

While most rainforest animals have adapted to like the rain, sneaglegators do not. 
Rather than getting wet, the sneaglegators hide beneath large trees to try to keep 
their feathers dry. Interestingly sneaglegators do not need water to survive but gain 
all the moisture they need from their prey. These elusive creatures are meat eaters 
but have been known to snaffle the occasional banana. While their wings are big 
and strong, they do not fly very far due to the fact that branches obstruct their 
wings. Instead you will find them hopping from branch to branch and using their 
wings to glide after their prey. 

Very few humans have ever seen a sneaglegator and naturalists believe that they 
are not dangerous to humans. Scientist are concerned that sneaglegators might be 
mistaken for other species and therefore become hunted. Where nests have been 
discovered, their location has been kept a secret. To protect these mysterious 
creatures, all animal lovers should try to raise awareness of the animals. It would be 
a disaster if another rainforest creature became extinct. 

Professor Von Trapp Lichtenstein 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 

The Green Turtle has 4 flippers. It has a hard shell and scales. 
They are a greenish colour. 

Green Turtles live mainly in tropical seas, where the water is 
warm. 

Green Turtle 

Green Turtles are reptiles. 

The female Green Turtle lays between 60 and 150 eggs on the 
beach. She buries them in the sand to protect them. 

Green Turtles use their strong flippers to glide through the 
water. On land they are heavy and slow. 

The male Green Turtle never comes onto the land. 

Green Turtle eat seagrass, algae, jellyfish and the fruits of 
mangrove trees. 
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THURSDAY 

 

Writing a non-chronological report 
 
Purpose: to describe something factual – tells you what 
something is or was. 
 
Organise your information carefully into clear separate 
sections (paragraphs) eg, Why did the Egyptians build pyramids? 
Pharaohs, after-life, gods & goddesses, rich & poor.   
 
Use headings and  sub-headings 
 
Simple, clear title.           
Questions to tempt reader 
 
Opening statement: Introduce the information – who (who are 
you writing about?) 

• what (what is it or what is it used for?) 
• where (where is it found?) 
• when (when is it found?) 

                                      
Write short simple sentences 
 
Use facts, key technical vocabulary, 3rd person, general nouns, 
present verb tense (unless historical), connectives to link ideas; 
but, so, and, because, however.  
 
Use diagrams and captions to explain, key labels, leader lines, 
‘fascinating facts’. 
 
Concluding statement…….Now re-read. Have you written a 
factual, clear, well organised report? 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 Silent letters  * 
 

Silent letters are letters that you can’t hear when you say the word. 

Here are some words that contain silent letters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write the words in the correct list below. Add an extra word to each list 
at the bottom. 

rhyme   knives  kneel gnome
 wrap   knee    honest  

where     knock 

know   wrapping    knife 
 write   gnat    

wrist      when 

silent h 
1.  rhyme 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 

my word:  

silent w 
1.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

 

my word:  

 

silent g 
1. 

2. 

 

 

my word: 

silent k 
1.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

 



 Silent letters  ** 
 

Silent letters are letters that you can’t hear when you say the word. 

Here are some words that contain silent letters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put each of the words into the correct box in this table: 

silent b 
 

silent l silent h 

silent w silent g silent k 

rhyme  knives  should  kneel  halves   wrap      
gnome  half  knee    honest     thumb where  calves 
 could  would           lamb         knock  crumb         
palm      wrapping   knife       write          gnat  know wrist 
 could   calm  when  bomb  numb 
 comb 



  

*** 
 
Read through this story. The words underlined with a number next to them have silent letters but some 
have been missed out. On the numbered list on the next page write the correct spelling. The first one has 
been done for you. 

Ben’s Eventful Day 
 

Ben woke up stretched out his arms and nocked (1) his clock off the bedside table. He 
sighed loudly and leant out of his bed to pick up the clock. As he fumbled for the clock, he 
hit his nuckle (2)  on his toy night (3) which he had been playing with last night. Finally he 
found the clock and returned it to the top of the unit. 
 
Ben got up and tried to remember which day of the week it was. He looked at his calendar 
and saw that it was Wensday (4).  He looked at his smart blue scool (5)  uniform and 
remembered that it was half term and his mum had put his uniform on his chair ready for 
him to put away in his wardrobe.  
“Are you dressed yet?” wispered (6) his dad, as he came into the room. “Your breakfast is 
ready!” 
 
Ben ran downstairs and sat at the kitchen table. “Good morning, Ben!” said his mum cheerily. 
She gave him a bowl of porridge and continued preparing the picnic that Ben and his dad 
were going to take with them on their day trip. 
“Where are we going?” asked Ben in between mouthfuls of porridge. 
“It’s a surprise!” replied his mum.  
“What shall I put in the picnic bag?” she enquired. 
“Oh, do you have some of those ancor (7) shaped biscits (8) that we made yesterday?” 
“Yes, I do. I’ll put some in.” Mum smiled. 
 
“Let’s go!” shouted his dad from the front door. 
Dad was taking him to Essex Casle (9) and farm. As Ben stepped out of the front door, he 
saw Bob the chipped garden nome (10) who had got broken last week. Mum had glued him 
back together and he was now back in his usual place. Mum’s rubarb (11) plants were growing 
well and he new (12) mum would soon be cooking them. Ben climed (13) into his car seat and 
waved to mum who was standing at the window. 
 
Ben learnt that the casle (14) was bilt (15) a long time ago. The sin (16) on the wall said 
that there was a gost (17) who roamed the bilding (18). It said that if you lisened (19) 
carefully and hummed, you could hear your eco (20) vibrating around the room. 
  
Wen (21) it was time for lunch, Dad opened the picnic bag and shared the contents with 
Ben. It tasted very good. 
“Can I play on the adventure playground, please?” Ben asked. 
“Yes, but be careful!” Dad replied. 
Suddenly, Dad heard Ben crying. He had tripped over and grazed his nee (22).  Dad took 
him to the first aid post and Ben was given a plaster.  
 



He had enjoyed the visit, particularly going to the farm. He saw lots of animals. In the 
pet’s section he saw hamsters nawing (23) their food. There were some new born lams (24) 
in the fields nearby. A large brown goat was pulling thisles (25)  out of the ground and 
eating them.  
 
Dad and Ben walked back to the car. As they got closer, Dad noticed that a weel (26) at 
the front of the car looked rong (27). The tyre was flat and so Dad had to change it. As 
he was putting the flat tyre back in the boot, Dad trapped his thum (28) and it began to 
bleed. When he had freed his thumb, he got the first aid kit and rapped (29) a plaster 
over it. “I don’t think I’ll be playing my gitar (30) tonight,” thought Dad.  
 
As his dad drove home, Ben thought about all the things he had to tell his mum when he 
got home. 

 
 

1. knocked 

2. ________________ 

3. ________________ 

4. ________________ 

5. ________________ 

6. ________________ 

7. ________________ 

8. ________________ 

9. ________________ 

10. ________________ 

11. ________________ 

12. ________________ 

13. ________________ 

14. ________________ 

15. ________________ 

16. ________________ 

17. ________________ 

18. ________________ 

19. ________________ 

20. ________________ 

21. ________________ 

22. ________________ 

23. ________________ 

24. ________________ 

25. ________________ 

26. ________________ 

27. ________________ 

28. ________________ 

29. ________________ 

30. ________________



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


