
 

 

 

5th June 2020. 

Key dates this term. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will try 
and give as much notice as possible. 
 

 
    
 

   

 
 

An update from school. 
Hello to everyone from all at Westwood.  The purpose of this newsletter is to give you an 
update and to say that we hope that you are all well and remaining healthy.  Some of 
you have returned to school this week, and some of you chose not to come back.  We 
respect both decisions, because many of us have struggled to make the same decision.  For 
our part, those who come to school will be kept as safe as possible, with the guidelines 
being adhered to wherever possible.  For those at home, we’ll continue to send learning 
opportunities to you all and to keep in touch to make sure you are ok. 
 
What is school like now? 
At present, it’s very different to what we are used to!  There is a one-way system in the 
school, large areas are being deliberately unused to reduce risk and the need for deep 
cleaning, pupils are being limited to socially distanced classrooms and using the outside 
areas where risks are much lower where possible.  It is very quiet compared to normal.  
One pupil I spoke to this week made an astute observation, saying something like, “It was 
good to be back, but it was a bit weird!”  The good thing is that our planning and risk 
assessment ensured that everything was in place and appears to be working well.  It will 
take a period of adjustment for pupils, as it will for staff.  Please bear with us as we 
implement these new processes, they are essential particularly if we are to bring even 
more pupils back before summer and our numbers grow further. 
 
Changes have also been implemented in the key workers group so that there are a 
combination of activities on which numbers will be limited to promote social distancing, as 
well as work stations set out so that there are opportunities for learning.  This has been 
made necessary by a significant increase in numbers – previously, the number of pupils 
was low and so social distancing in the sports hall and outside were relatively 
straightforward – the rising number has required something more structural, in line with the 
rest of the school this week. 
 
We now await further guidance from the Government regarding other year groups 
returning, and some sort of indication as to what will happen in September.  There has 
been genuinely no firm direction yet and I’m sure the school will, as we did previously, 
only find out about the arrangements when they are announced to the whole country. 
 
Communication… 
Part of our risk assessment included trying to reduce visitors to the school.  Consequently 
our office is closed to visitors and the best way to contact them is through the following 
email (which we will reply to as quickly as we can) or else via the telephone number (we 
have slightly reduced office hours at the minute to allow cleaning of the school using social 
distancing practices). 
 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
Telephone: 01702 559467. 
 
If you have any concerns, send us an email and we’ll do our best to address them, as ever. 
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Attendance. 
It was really good until we had to 
close the school.  Thank you to all that 
contributed to brilliant attendance. 
 
 

Reminders. 
Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parent permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 
We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 
We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 
Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

 
Our Community. 
We been made aware of members of the school community and their families 
that have been directly affected by COVID-19, and wanted to say that if it 
has affected you in anyway, our thoughts are with you.  For those children 
affected, we will do our best to support you and your families through these 
difficult times, particularly when you return to school. 
 
Trips and Residential visit refund. 
We, of course, will return any money contributed to school trips that have had 
to be cancelled.  We appreciate particularly the patience of the year 6 
parents who had paid for the residential trip – the provider is reviewing the 
feasibility of the trip in line with whatever Government advice comes out during 
the next week and will finally (highly likely) cancel the booking.  We can then 
take action to reclaim the money from either the company or from our 
insurance and get it to you as quickly as possible once that is resolved.   
 
Home Learning and/or Wellbeing? 
I previously spoke about the importance of wellbeing during the school closure, 
and that it should be the priority over home learning and feel that this needs to 
be repeated.  There has been a real effort to make the home learning 
resources relevant to what the pupils need, as similar as they could be to what 
would have been covered in school and provide resources that have hopefully 
made the learning more “home friendly”.   
 
We’ve prepared and provided the resources for parents and children to use as 
much or as little of as necessary.  It is definitely not compulsory to get the 
children doing every bit of it, and it's probably pretty difficult to achieve that 
– we understand that home and school are different.  In fact, our advice is to 
focus on making sure that the children are safe, well and reduce any anxieties 
they have about what is a difficult and challenging time.  If that means on some 
days, they do no home learning, then we'll deal with that when they return.  It is 
part of what we are already planning for. 
 
It’s really ok to put learning aside to maintain wellbeing during this lockdown.  
We can’t emphasise that enough.   
 
Transitions to new year groups. 
Usually at this time of year we begin the transition work, preparing pupils to 
change schools, or year groups and teachers.  That really is up in the air this 
year and we are beginning to consider how it will work.  There will be a week 
in July (w/c 6th July) when we focus on transition activities through the 
home/school learning, and the content and activities will be the same for both 
groups.  We are also now thinking about how to bring our newest Reception 
pupils into school – usually this has begun by now, so we will plan something 
significantly different probably for September – hopefully things will be 
clearer by then about how social distancing will have evolved. 
 
We are now starting to hear from local secondaries: Appleton have confirmed 
that they have cancelled their face to face induction and parents evening and 
will instead use the following: - 
 

- An induction booklet will be posted home to parents and students, with 
all the key information they will need, including a list of all form 
groups which we have collated using guidance from your staff.   

- Tutor meetings will be arranged using the Zoom video conference 
platform, where parents and students can meet the tutor, as well as 
raise any questions or queries they may have. 

- Website will have a dedicated area for Year 6 transition, which will 
be updated regularly. Here students and parents will be able to 
watch a video tour of the school, meet the Head of Year and access 
all key information.  

- They will receive an email with links to a number of online forms which 
will need to be completed. These will also be shared on our school 
website for them to access.  
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If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

- Our school nurse and SENCO will be in touch with the parents of those 
students with medical care and EHCP plans.  

- Year 7 will also have an extended dedicated induction programme at 
the start of the new term in September.  

 
We’ll share other secondary school transition arrangements as they become 
available. 
 
Online Safety. 
If pupils have access to electronic devices while schools are closed, please 
check out the minimum ages on this page for the apps they might use and check 
in on their online activity at random times.  Online threats will doubtless rise if 
more children are online at this difficult time, so parents need to be aware of 
the risks and take action to keep their children safe online. 

 
Book 
Recommendation. 
The book 
recommendation for this 
newsletter comes from 
Jessica in year 1 via our 
Facebook page – thank 
you for such brilliant 
writing Jessica. 
 
 

 
Please read 
daily while 
you are off!   
It is the single most 
important thing that 
pupils can do to maintain 
their learning skills.  
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
And finally.  Someone is leaving… 
It’s now about the right time to let you all know that one of our staff will be 
leaving at the end of the year.  Miss Neuschaffer will be returning home to 
Jersey and starting a new job and a new chapter of her life there.  She will be 
missed, she’s genuinely made a huge contribution since joining the school – 
brilliantly OFSTED visited on her second and third days at work!  What a 
start…. We’re genuinely sad that she is leaving but wish her every happiness 
and good luck in the future. 
 
We have appointed a replacement, and next year’s Reception will have an 
experienced class teacher and early years leader, Miss White, who we are 
really looking forward to joining the team.   
 
Take care everyone.  We’ll see you soon. 
 
 
 
 
 


