
 

 

 

17th June 2020. 

Key dates this term. 

29/06 more pupils may return to 
school (NEW). 
17/07 last day of school year 
(NEW). 
 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will try 
and give as much notice as possible. 
 

 
    
 

   

 
 

An update from school – survey for more pupils returning to school. 
Hello to everyone from all at Westwood.  Some pupils are now back at school, and a 
Parentmail has been sent to all parents/carers to offer more pupils a return from 29th June 
2020.  The Government have said that schools do not have to do this, but we made plans 
to, supporting transitions for those who attend.  Some parents are choosing not to come 
back before September.  We respect either decision, because we’ve struggled with it too.  
For our part, those who come to school will be kept as safe as possible, with the guidelines 
being adhered to wherever possible.  For those at home, we’ll continue to send the same 
learning opportunities to you all and to keep in touch to make sure you are ok. 
 
For those who have not yet returned to school, we ask that all of you complete a short 
survey to help us plan the environment and staffing to be able to welcome more pupils 
back safely.  Places will only be allocated through the survey response, so it is 
important to complete it.  The survey can be found on the following link: - 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XHPKF9S 
 
Key worker provision will continue as previously so existing key workers using the 
provision do not need to complete the survey.  Due to staff being used across the school as 
we reopen to more pupils, we need to clarify that any additions to the key worker 
provision will require both parents to be key workers – as the service is nearing capacity. 
 
Change of school calendar - school closing on 17th July 2020. 
The Directors of the trust met this week and agreed to change the school calendar at the 
end of the year, so that 20th and 21st July become training days.  Due to COVID-19 and 
the way we have had to reorganise what we do, there is training/infrastructure work that 
has had to be delayed that needs to be done, and we expect that during the six week 
summer break there will be changes in COVID-19 guidance that need action before the 
pupils return to school in September, when we usually ensure safeguarding training and 
the like is updated.   
 
To clarify: - 
School will not be open from 20th July 2020, INCLUDING the key worker provision 
that has been running since lockdown began. 
 
Say Hello, Wave Goodbye. 
In the last newsletter, we shared news that Miss Neuschaffer would be leaving in the 
summer to return to Jersey, and this week we have more news to share.   
 
Mr Clarke has been appointed as the headteacher of another school and so we are 
officially saying goodbye to him.  Like for Miss Neuschaffer, we will organise a proper 
goodbye at the appropriate time when we can celebrate properly.  Mr Clarke was a 
great member of the Westwood team, made a real difference to the lives of many pupils, 
and will be genuinely missed.  Good luck and thank you Mr Clarke, you are a fantastic 
headteacher.  Mr Clarke has been replaced by Mrs Clarke, taking on the deputy role 
along with SENCO duties.  She has been carrying out the role for over a year and I’m sure 
you’ll agree has done a brilliant job throughout.  We are very glad to officially welcome 
her to her new role. 
 
Our Chair of Directors has written to all parents regarding this change, his letter can be 
found at the back of this newsletter. 
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Attendance. 
It was really good until we had to 
close the school.  Thank you to all that 
contributed to brilliant attendance. 
 
 

Reminders. 
Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parent permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 
We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 
We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 
Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

What is happening in September? 
At the moment, this is the most common question we are being asked.  It is hard 
to predict what September will look like in school.  In terms of the guidance that 
exists about how we should proceed, there is currently little outside of what we 
are currently working with.  Of course, we expect that to change, probably 
several times as September draws nearer.  We will communicate at the 
appropriate times, trying not to overwhelm you with information – an issue 
given how quickly things have been changing in recent months – and always 
put the safety of our school community first. 
 
What we can share as we start to consider the new year is the year groups 
and their teachers, which will look like this. 
 
From September: - 

  
If you are new to the 
school… 

➡ 
You'll be in Reception with 
Miss White  

If you were in Reception with 
Miss Neuschaffer 

➡ 
You'll be in year 1 with Miss 
Reynolds 

If you were in year 1 with 
Miss Reynolds 

➡ 
You'll be in year 2 with Miss 
Richmond 

If you were in year 2 with 
Miss Richmond 

➡ 
You'll be in year 3 with Mrs 
Ward and Mrs Bibbey 

If you were in year 3 with 
Mrs Dench 

➡ 
You'll be in year 4 with Mrs 
Dench 

If you were in year 4 with 
Mrs Ward and Mrs Bibbey 

➡ 
You'll be in year 5 with Mrs 
Smith 

If you were in year 5 with 
Mrs Smith 

➡ 
You'll be in year 6 with Mrs 
Beale 

There will be more information to follow, but we wanted to share this 
information as soon as we could. 
 
Transitions for year 6’s. 
Hopefully, you will have all heard from the secondary schools that the year 6 
pupils will be joining next year.  We will try and put together the transition 
arrangements for all secondary schools, where they have been shared with us, 
and put them in one place to make it easier for all Westwood parents, pupils 
and teachers to access them to help with the individual transitions to new 
schools.  We’ll share what we produce as soon as it is completed, there seems 
to be a general trend towards remote transition this year via video 
conferencing and websites – hopefully the secondaries will also put more focus 
on the arrival of pupils after the summer when things will be clearer in terms of 
guidance too. 
 
Communication… 
Part of our risk assessment included trying to reduce visitors to the school.  
Consequently our office is closed to visitors and the best way to contact us is 
through the following email (which we will reply to as quickly as we can) or 
else via the telephone number (we have slightly reduced office hours at the 
minute to allow cleaning of the school using social distancing practices). 
 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
Telephone: 01702 559467. 
 
If you have any concerns, send us an email and we’ll do our best to address 
them, as ever. 
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If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

Trips and Residential visit refund. 
We, of course, will return any money contributed to school trips that have had 
to be cancelled.  We appreciate particularly the patience of the year 6 
parents who had paid for the residential trip – the provider has finally 
cancelled the booking.  We will now take action to reclaim the money from the 
company and from our insurance and get it to you as quickly as possible.   
 
Home Learning and/or Wellbeing? 
I previously spoke about the importance of wellbeing during the school closure, 
and that it should be the priority over home learning and feel that this needs to 
be repeated.  There has been a real effort to make the home learning 
resources relevant to what the pupils need, as similar as they could be to what 
would have been covered in school and provide resources that have hopefully 
made the learning more “home friendly”.   
 
We’ve prepared and provided the resources for parents and children to use as 
much or as little of as necessary.  It is definitely not compulsory to get the 
children doing every bit of it, and it's probably pretty difficult to achieve that 
– we understand that home and school are different.  In fact, our advice is to 
focus on making sure that the children are safe, well and reduce any anxieties 
they have about what is a difficult and challenging time.  If that means on some 
days, they do no home learning, then we'll deal with that when they return.  It is 
part of what we are already planning for. 
 
It’s really ok to put learning aside to maintain wellbeing during this lockdown.  
We can’t emphasise that enough.   
 
Online Safety. 
If pupils have access to electronic devices while schools are closed, please 
check out the minimum ages on this page for the apps they might use and check 
in on their online activity at random times.  Online threats will doubtless rise if 
more children are online at this difficult time, so parents need to be aware of 
the risks and take action to keep their children safe online. 
 

Please read daily while you are off!   
It is the single most important thing that pupils can do to maintain their learning 
skills.  Thank you. 
 
Take care everyone.  We’ll see you soon. 
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Wednesday 17th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
During these unusual times, I hope that you and your families are coping well and 
finding that the school is providing you with appropriate support for home learning or 
the opportunity for your child(ren) to attend school.  I am confident that South Essex 
Academy Trust is doing everything we can to meet the many challenges of the 
pandemic and to keep staff and children safe. 
 
I can now share the news that Mr Clarke has been appointed as Headteacher at 
another school and we wish him every success in the future. We can now make what I 
believe is an exciting announcement.   
 
We are really pleased that we are now able to confirm that Mrs Gemma Clarke has 
been appointed as the Deputy Headteacher and Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator at Westwood Academy.  As you know she has been acting deputy head 
for over a year and I believe has had a significant impact on how the school is led and 
managed alongside the headteacher.  Her contribution in supporting staff as well as 
the learning and educational experience of the children has been really important, all 
the while continuing to support children with special educational needs.  The Directors 
of South Essex Academy Trust have been impressed with her performance and believe 
that your own experiences will endorse that. 
 
Mrs Clarke’s appointment is with immediate effect.  In congratulating her on achieving 
this role the directors continue to stand with and support her and the headteacher, Mr 
Archer in the next stages of Westwood Academy.  I am sure you will too, as we work 
together to ensure the best for all the children during these next few weeks and into 
next year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mike Simmonds 
Chair of Directors 
South Essex Academy Trust 
 
 


