
 

 

 

7th May 2020. 

Key dates this term. 

Friday 20/3/2020 School 
closes to most pupils. 

 

Monday 23/3/2020 School 
open to children of “key 
workers”. 

16/3 Shakespeare Week. 
17/3 Infant Music Festival Y1. 
18/3 Mother’s Day Sale. 
20/3 Mother’s Day afternoon 
tea. 
20/3 PTFA Quiz Night. 
w/c 23/3 Book Fair. 
27/3 Career Fair Morning. 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
3/4 UV Discos PTFA. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key Stage 
Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
7/7 Online Safety Workshop for 
parents. 
16/7 Exhibition Evening and meet 
the new teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks 
w/c 30/3, 13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will try 
and give as much notice as possible. 
 

 
    
 

   

 
 

An update from school. 
A warm hello from all at Westwood.  The purpose of this newsletter is above all to just 
say that we hope that you are all well, staying home and remaining healthy.  That’s really 
the most important thing that anyone can do right now, so we hope this letter finds you all 
safe and coping with the lockdown. 
 
Speculation… 
I’m sure, like us, you are hearing lots of speculation about when, how and for who school 
will reopen.  I can assure you it is just speculation: we have no information or early clues as 
to what may or may not happen.  Our hope is that school can return only when it is safe 
for everybody to do so, and in a way that is realistic and manageable.  There’s a 
possibility that when the Prime Minister talks about how we might come out of lockdown on 
Sunday that we may have more information to plan with: as soon as we know anything of 
any substance, we’ll organise the return to school, the transitions, and whatever we are 
allowed to do to try and reinstate normality.  We will of course put safety of everyone at 
the forefront of our plan to return. 
 
Communication… 
We’ve tried to communicate in different ways while the school has been carrying out it’s 
role in the response to COVID-19.  School remains open for the children of key workers 
involved in that response also.  So we’ve used Parentmail, email, Zoom, Facebook 
(@westwoodessex) and telephone calls to communicate with our wider community. As this 
lockdown continues, we’ll try to call/contact every family at least fortnightly to just say 
hello and see how things are going.   
 
Whilst we operate with a lower number of staff on site, the best way of contacting school 
is through our office email at:  
 
admin@westwoodacademy.org 
 
If you have any concerns, send us an email and we’ll do our best to address them, as ever. 
 
Our Community. 
We been made aware of members of the school community and their families that have 
been directly affected by COVID-19, and wanted to say that if it has affected you in 
anyway, our thoughts are with you.  For those children affected, we will do our best to 
support you and your families through these difficult times, particularly when you return to 
school. 
 
Home Learning and/or Wellbeing? 
There has been a real effort to make the home learning resources relevant to what the 
pupils need, as similar as they could be to what would have been covered in school, and 
provide resources that have hopefully made the learning more “home friendly”.   
 
We’ve prepared and provided these resources for parents and children to use as much or 
as little of as necessary.  It is definitely not compulsory to get the children doing every bit 
of it, and it's probably pretty difficult to achieve that – we understand that home and 
school are different.  In fact, our advice is to focus on making sure that the children are 
safe, well and reduce any anxieties they have about what is a difficult and challenging 
time.  If that means on some days, they do no home learning, then we'll deal with that 
when they return.  It is part of what we are already considering and planning for. 
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Attendance. 
It was really good until we had to 
close the school.  Thank you to all that 
contributed to brilliant attendance. 
 
 

Reminders. 
Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parent permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 
We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 
We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 
Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

 
It’s really ok to put learning aside to maintain wellbeing during this lockdown.  
We can’t emphasise that enough.  Hopefully, having a year without testing will 
support wellbeing, next week would have been SATs week in school, and 
anxiety usually runs higher during this time than normal (despite every effort 
we make to reduce it!).  Our teacher assessment will provide a more accurate 
view than how a pupil performs on a single day anyway. 
 
Residential and other trips/events… 
We are still wishing and hoping that the year 6 residential and other trips 
might go ahead, but realistically it looks highly unlikely – maybe we will learn 
more on Sunday or just beyond.  We are in regular contact with the provider, 
and if it does not go ahead, as soon as it’s confirmed we will let you know and 
organise a refund.  That refund may have to come from the school funds, so 
you may have to bear with us while we work that out, but one way or another, 
it will happen. 
 
Online Safety. 
If pupils have access to electronic devices while schools are closed, please 
check out the minimum ages on this page for the apps they might use and check 
in on their online activity at random times.  Online threats will doubtless rise if 
more children are online at this difficult time, so parents need to be aware of 
the risks and take action to keep their children safe online. 
 
Book Recommendation. 
The book recommendation for this newsletter comes from Isabella in year 5 via 
our Facebook page – thank you for such brilliant writing Isabella. 
 

 

Please read daily while you are off!   
It is the single most important thing that pupils can do whilst the school is closed.  
Thank you. 
 
Achievements. 

This weekend, Abigail in year 5 decided to do a, "Sent to 
my room" challenge, staying in her room for 24 hours. This 
was to raise money for NHS Charities Together. She has 
managed to raise £460 to date, (it’s grown since the 
photo) which with Gift Aid is over £555! She’s thrilled, as 
you can imagine.  
Her page, which is being kept open for a few more days if 
you would like to donate is:  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sarah-fuller12 
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If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

A Westwood Production… 
We hope that you have all enjoyed watching the video that Mrs Clarke put 
together with the contributions of many pupils and staff.  The feedback on 
Facebook was that it was really well received, and it was absolutely brilliant 
to see so many members of the Westwood community looking so well and 
happy during these challenging times. 
 
Long may that good health and happiness continue. 
 
Please stay home, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all back as 
soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


