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Monday 

What is a fable? 

A fable is a story with a moral, it usually has animals as the characters in the 

story. 

What is a moral? 

A moral is a lesson that we are taught through reading a fable. It usually 

involves doing the right thing, making the right choice.  

Who was Aesop? 

Aesop c. 620-564 BC 

Aesop was a writer from Ancient Greece, who is thought to have lived around 

600 years BC, and is thought to have written a number of well-known fables. 

Accounts of his life often refer to him having been a slave, who gained his 

freedom through the good advice he gave to his masters.  

However, it is not certain whether he actually existed at all, or whether he is 

simply a legendary figure whom people say wrote a number of folk tales. Some of 

the tales are known to have been told before Aesop is thought to have lived, 

whilst others are not recorded until many years after his supposed death. 

The fables generally communicate some kind of moral message, often through 

the depiction of animals, who speak or otherwise take on human characteristics.   

 

What are the features of a fable? 

Theme: 

A fable sets out to teach the reader or listener a lesson they should learn about 

life. The fable always ends with the ‘theme’ or the moral of the story.  

Plot and structure: 

There are usually few characters and often only two who are the main 

characters. The story is usually simple and there is limited use of description. 

Action and dialogue are used to move the story on so that it ends with the all-

important moral. 
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Character: 

The main characters are often named in the title (The Town Mouse and the 

Country Mouse, The North Wind and the Sun, etc) and they are also frequently 

animals. Animal characters speak and behave like human beings. 

 

ACTIVITY 

Read the following fables and then use the table to decide which moral belongs 

to which fable. 

 

 

 

The Ant and the Dove 

An Ant went to the bank of a river to quench its thirst, and being carried away by the rush of 

the stream, was on the point of drowning.  A Dove sitting on a tree overhanging the water 

plucked a leaf and let it fall into the stream close to her.  The Ant climbed onto it and floated 

in safety to the bank.  Shortly afterwards a bird catcher came and stood under the tree, and 

laid his lime-twigs (which were used to catch birds) for the Dove, which sat in the branches.  

The Ant, understanding his use, stung him in the foot.  In pain the bird catcher threw down 

the twigs, and the noise made the Dove take wing. 

 

The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing 

A Wolf found great difficulty in hunting the sheep because of the shepherd and his dogs.  But 

one day it found the skin of a sheep that had sheared, so it put it on over its own coat and 

strolled down among the sheep. A sheep began to follow the Wolf in the Sheep's clothing; so, 

leading it a little away from the rest of the other sheep, he soon made a meal off her, and for 

some time he succeeded in deceiving the sheep, and enjoying hearty meals. 

 

The Fox and the Crow 

A fox was walking through the forest when he saw a crow sitting on a tree branch with a fine 

piece of cheese in her beak. The fox wanted the cheese and decided he would be clever 

enough to outwit the bird. 

"What a noble and gracious bird I see in the tree!" proclaimed the fox, "What exquisite 

beauty! What fair plumage! If her voice is as lovely as her beauty, she would no doubt be the 

jewel of all birds." 
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The crow was so flattered by all this talk that she opened her beak and gave a cry to show the 

fox her voice. 

"Caw! Caw!" she cried, as the cheese dropped to the ground for the fox to grab. 

 

 

The Peacock's Complaint 

A peacock was very unhappy with his ugly voice, and he spent most of his days complaining 

about it.  

"It is true that you cannot sing," said the fox, "But look how beautiful you are!" 

"Oh, but what good is all this beauty," moaned the dishearten bird, "with such an unpleasant 

voice!" 

"Oh hear," said the fox, "Each one has it's special gift. You have such beauty, the nightingale 

has his song, the owl has his eyes, and the eagle his strength. Even if you had a eloquent 

voice, you would still complain about another thing." 

 

The Goose That Laid the Golden Egg 

A man and his wife owned a very special goose. Every day the goose would lay a golden egg, 

which made the couple very rich. 

"Just think," said the man's wife, "If we could have all the golden eggs that are inside the 

goose, we could be richer much faster." 

"You're right," said her husband, "We wouldn't have to wait for the goose to lay her egg 

every day." 

So, the couple killed the goose and cut her open, only to find that she was just like every 

other goose. She had no golden eggs inside of her at all, and they had no more golden eggs. 
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Fable The Ant and the Dove 

 

The Wolf in Sheep's 

Clothing 

The Fox and the Crow 

Moral    

Fable The Peacock's Complaint The Goose That Laid the 

Golden Egg 

  

Moral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Too much greed results in 

nothing. 

Appearances can be deceptive 

– things are not always what 

they seem. 

One good turn deserves another 

Do not envy/be jealous of the 

gifts of others. Make the most 

of your own talents. 

Beware of flattery. 
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The Ant and the Dove 

An Ant went to the bank of a river to quench its thirst, and being carried away by the rush of 

the stream, was on the point of drowning.  A Dove sitting on a tree overhanging the water 

plucked a leaf and let it fall into the stream close to her.  The Ant climbed onto it and floated 

in safety to the bank.  Shortly afterwards a bird catcher came and stood under the tree, and 

laid his lime-twigs (which were used to catch birds) for the Dove, which sat in the branches.  

The Ant, understanding his use, stung him in the foot.  In pain the bird catcher threw down 

the twigs, and the noise made the Dove take wing. 

Moral: One good turn deserves another 

 

The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing 

A Wolf found great difficulty in hunting the sheep because of the shepherd and his dogs.  But 

one day it found the skin of a sheep that had sheared, so it put it on over its own coat and 

strolled down among the sheep. A sheep began to follow the Wolf in the Sheep's clothing; so, 

leading it  a little away from the rest of the other sheep, he soon made a meal off her, and for 

some time he succeeded in deceiving the sheep, and enjoying hearty meals. 

Moral: Appearances are deceptive. 

 

The Fox and the Crow 

A fox was walking through the forest when he saw a crow sitting on a tree branch with a fine 

piece of cheese in her beak. The fox wanted the cheese and decided he would be clever 

enough to outwit the bird. 

"What a noble and gracious bird I see in the tree!" proclaimed the fox, "What exquisite 

beauty! What fair plumage! If her voice is as lovely as her beauty, she would no doubt be the 

jewel of all birds." 

The crow was so flattered by all this talk that she opened her beak and gave a cry to show the 

fox her voice. 

"Caw! Caw!" she cried, as the cheese dropped to the ground for the fox to grab. 

Moral: Beware of flattery. 
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The Peacock's Complaint 

A peacock was very unhappy with his ugly voice, and he spent most of his days complaining 

about it.  

"It is true that you cannot sing," said the fox, "But look how beautiful you are!" 

"Oh, but what good is all this beauty," moaned the dishearten bird, "with such an unpleasant 

voice!" 

"Oh hear," said the fox, "Each one has it's special gift. You have such beauty, the nightingale 

has his song, the owl has his eyes, and the eagle his strength. Even if you had a eloquent 

voice, you would still complain about another thing." 

Moral: Do not envy the gifts of others. Make the most of your own. 

 

 

The Goose That Laid the Golden Egg 

A man and his wife owned a very special goose. Every day the goose would lay a golden egg, 

which made the couple very rich. 

"Just think," said the man's wife, "If we could have all the golden eggs that are inside the 

goose, we could be richer much faster." 

"You're right," said her husband, "We wouldn't have to wait for the goose to lay her egg 

every day." 

So, the couple killed the goose and cut her open, only to find that she was just like every 

other goose. She had no golden eggs inside of her at all, and they had no more golden eggs. 

Moral: Too much greed results in nothing. 
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Tuesday 

THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE  

‘Look at me!’ said the Hare to the other animals. ‘Just look how fast I can run.’ 

The Hare ran across a field as fast as he could. All the animals agreed that yes 

the Hare was very fast. 

The Hare ran back. ‘See,’ he shouted. ‘I’m not even out of breath.’ 

‘Yeah, that was fast,’ said a Fox. 

‘So who wants a race?’ said the Hare. ‘Anybody think they could beat me?’ 

None of the animals spoke. 

‘See,’ said the Hare. ‘You’re all too scared to even try.’ 

‘I’ll have a go,’ said the Tortoise. 

The Hare laughed. ‘You? The slowest creature in the whole world? I’m not 

wasting my time racing a Tortoise.’ 

‘What’s the matter?’ said the Tortoise. ‘Scared I might beat you?’ 

Some of the animals laughed at that so the Hare said, ‘Alright then, Tortoise. 

Let’s have a race...right now...then we’ll see who’s laughing.’ 

‘Not today,’ said the Tortoise. ‘We’ll race next week. Got to do a bit of training 

first.’ 

Next morning the animals watched the Tortoise do his ‘training’. First he did 

some gentle stretching exercises to warm himself up...and then he started to 

run. 

‘Has he started running yet?’ asked the Fox. 

‘Hard to tell with Tortoises,’ said the Badger. ‘He’s definitely moving.’ 

‘Is he?’ said the Fox. 

‘Tortoise, are you sure about this?’ said the Crow. ‘I mean the Hare IS very fast 

and you…well…’ 

‘Don’t worry,’ said the Tortoise. ‘This is just day one. I’ll speed up. You’ll see.’ 
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On the day of the race crowds of animals came to watch. The Tortoise slowly 

made his way to the starting line and then suddenly...the Hare arrived at top 

speed wearing a brand new track suit and four expensive-looking trainers.  

‘The race starts here.’ said the Fox pointing to a line on the ground. ‘And ends at 

that tree on the other side of the field. First one to touch the tree is the 

winner.’ 

‘Right, let’s get on with it,’ said the Hare. ‘Ready Tortoise? Ready to see some 

real speed?’ 

‘I’m ready,’ said the Tortoise. 

‘Ready, steady...go!’ said the Fox and the race began. 

The Hare roared off then stopped and looked back. The Tortoise was still 

crossing the starting line. The Hare ran back to the Tortoise. 

‘Didn’t you hear him say go? You can start, you know.’ 

‘I have started,’ said the Tortoise. 

‘Look,’ said the Hare. ‘You’re going so slowly I’m going to have a rest. Might even 

have a little sleep. I’ll finish the race when I wake up and still beat you by miles.’ 

The Hare lay down in the sun and fell asleep. The Tortoise kept going. Slowly, 

steadily he moved across the field and by evening time he was getting close to 

the finishing tree. Still the Hare slept on and now the animals started to get 

excited. 

‘You know what? I think he might win,’ said a Rabbit. 

‘I can’t believe it,’ said the Badger. ‘The Tortoise might actually win.’ 

The animals started to get excited and as the Tortoise got close to the 

finishing tree they started to cheer. 

‘Come on Tortoise,’ they shouted. ‘Nearly there. Keep going old friend. Keep 

going.’ 

But the noise of the cheering crowd woke up the Hare. He looked across the 

field, saw the Tortoise about to reach the tree and in a flash he was running.  

The Tortoise heard the Hare thundering up behind him but he kept going...and 

going...and suddenly he was there. Just in time the Tortoise touched the tree 

with his nose. He’d done it. The Tortoise had beaten the Hare fair and square. 
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‘There you go,’ said the Badger. ‘Slow and steady’s sometimes better than fast 

and flashy.’ 

‘Not fair,’ said the Hare. ‘I was asleep. We have to run the race again. It’s not 

fair.’ 

But no-one was listening to the Hare. 
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Comprehension Activity 

 

1.Why do you think the hare was showing the other animals how fast it could 

run? •  

2.Why didn’t most of the animals want to race the hare?  

3.How do you think the tortoise felt when the hare laughed at him?  

4.How do you think the hare felt when the tortoise suggested that he was 

scared of being beaten?  

5.What makes it possible for the tortoise to win the race, even though he was 

very slow?  

6.Why does the hare stop for a rest in the middle of the race?  

7.What makes the hare wake up?  

8.Why won’t the animals listen to the complaints of the hare at the end of the 

race? 

9.What is the moral of the story? 
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Select characters          

The clever and cunning fox?   The regal, proud and powerful 

lion? 

The slow and steady tortoise?   The wise old owl? 

Draw your chosen animals and write their main characteristics.  

 

Choose one of the morals from the list 

below: 

A moral is the message we want the person 

reading to learn about 

• Slow and steady wins the race. 

• If you lie you may not be believed 

when you tell the truth. 

• No one is too small to help 

someone bigger. 

 

Setting 

Where is your fable set?  
 

Problem  

Fables have a problem that needs to be solved 

to teach the lesson. Can you decide what 

problem you will use? 
 

Solution 

What happens at the end of the 

fable? 
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Spellings – Please use Purple Mash as follows: 

On the Home screen select English, next select Spelling Resources, then choose 

Year 3. You will be on the screen pictured below, scroll down to Summer 1 and 

complete the activities for Week 1 (Dictation and Look Say Cover Write Check). 

It might be better to do the LSCWC activity before the dictation.  

 

 

 


