
 

 

 

20th March 2020. 

Key dates this term. 

Friday 20/3/2020 School 
closes to most pupils. 

 

Monday 23/3/2020 School 
open to children of “key 
workers”. 

16/3 Shakespeare Week. 
17/3 Infant Music Festival Y1. 
18/3 Mother’s Day Sale. 
20/3 Mother’s Day afternoon 
tea. 
20/3 PTFA Quiz Night. 
w/c 23/3 Book Fair. 
27/3 Career Fair Morning. 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
3/4 UV Discos PTFA. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key Stage 
Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
7/7 Online Safety Workshop for 
parents. 
16/7 Exhibition Evening and meet 
the new teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks 
w/c 30/3, 13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will try 
and give as much notice as possible. 
 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 
• Schools closing nationally due to coronavirus.  
• Online Safety during school closure. 

• Book of the week.  
• PTFA News. 

 
Schools Closing Nationally Due To Coronavirus. 
We have now been instructed that schools nationally will close to most pupils at the end 
of the school day on Friday 20th March 2020, so for Westwood Academy that will be a 
1:30 finish. We have been instructed by the Government to prepare provision for the 
children of “key workers”, and pupils with either a social worker allocated to them, or who 
have an Education, Health and Care Plan.  We are also awaiting guidance about how to 
support pupils that receive free school meals. 
 
We are in the process of making these preparations without any detail from the 
Government as to how to do so, or which key workers this will apply to.  Our commitment 
is that as soon as we know, we will communicate with you to clarify the situation as quickly 
and calmly as possible. 
 
At this stage, with office and school staff in isolation or being directed to socially distance 
themselves, the staff in school are not going to have information about how any of this will 
work, so please do not phone or ask at the office – if you haven’t heard from us, it’s 
because we are still trying to deal with the difficult situation in which we find ourselves.  
We will contact you as soon as we have sorted the logistics. 
 
As sent out yesterday via the Facebook page, there are some initial activities that we 
have set up for pupils to continue their learning during closure.  These will be updated 
weekly during term times for as long as this situation lasts.  The Facebook message was:- 

 
I wanted to thank everyone in the school community for their calm, measured response to 
the worrying and surreal seeming events that we find ourselves facing. One of the great 
strengths of our trust and our school is that we collaborate, and never has it been more 
necessary than now - working together for the common good.  So, thank you for 
following the guidance and thank you for checking in with the more regular than usual 
messages that have been updating you about how things are rapidly changing at school. 
 
Attached below and available on the front page of our website is the first set of 
activities for pupils from reception right through to year 6 to work on from home should 
the school be forced to close. It's a precautionary step that may not be necessary, but we 
felt it was the right thing to do for our pupils. (NB Schools were closed after this was 
posted). 
 
I wanted to say a genuine thank you all those involved in producing these activities, 
because they've done it as well as doing all their usual work as well as the jobs of others 
who have had to self-isolate or undertake social distancing measures. I'm so proud to be 
a part of a team that puts its pupils and community first every time. 
 
Wishing you all well. 
 
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/home-learning-resources/ 
 

However long it takes for the virus to pass and schools to reopen, everyone at Westwood 
hopes that you all stay well, healthy and we hope to see you all soon.  Take care. 
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Attendance. 
In all honesty, the attendance this 
week in the circumstances we find 
ourselves in has been understandable 
as families take steps and follow 
guidance to delay the corona virus.  
Thanks for all who send their children 
in whenever possible.  It helps their 
learning and therefore their future life 
chances.   
 

Reminders. 
Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parent permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 
We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 
We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 

Online Safety. 
If pupils have access to electronic devices while schools are closed, please 
check out the minimum ages on this page for the apps they might use, and 
check in on their online activity at random times.  Online threats will doubtless 
rise if more children are online at this difficult time, so parents need to be 
aware of the risks and take action to keep their children safe online. 
 
Book Recommendation of the week. 
 
WONDER by R. J. Palacio 
 

“I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re 
thinking, it’s probably worse.” 

 
Wonder is a rare gem of a novel – beautifully written 
and populated by characters who linger in your 
memory and heart. August Pullman is a 10-year-old 
boy who likes Star Wars and Xbox, ordinary except 
for his jarring facial anomalies. Home-schooled all his life, August heads to 
public school for fifth grade and he is not the only one changed by the 
experience – something we learn about first-hand through the narratives of 
those who orbit his world. August’s internal dialogue and interactions with 
students and family ring true, and though remarkably courageous he comes 
across as a sweet, funny boy who wants the same things others want: 
friendship, understanding, and the freedom to be himself.  
 
It seems a great time to recommend a book about dealing with adversity, and 
this is one that year 6 have been working on, so is recommended with them in 
mind. 
 

Please read daily while you are off!   
It is the single most important thing that pupils can do whilst the school is closed.  
Thank you. 
 
Achievements. 
Ethan from year 5 attended the AMA International Championships in Sheffield 
on 29 Feb and won a Silver medal in Kumite (fighting). 
 
Ethan also attended the Seishan Karate Club 
Competition, which was held at our school over the 
weekend.  He was very successful and was 
awarded: 
 
Gold medal 🥇 Weapons 
Gold medal 🥇 Team Kumite 
Silver medal 🥈 Kata 
Silver medal 🥈 Pairs Kata 
Bronze medal 🥉 Team Kata 
 
We are so very proud, keep up the good work 
Ethan!  
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Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you need to 
drive to school.  If parents have any 
concerns about dangerous parking or 
driving outside the school, call the non-
emergency police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.   
It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and drive 
safely around the school.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 

 
 

 
If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

PTFA NEWS. 
Our planned PTFA events will all have to be put on hold due to the school 
closure.  It is a chance to thank everyone involved in organizing the PTFA events 
and for the huge contribution their efforts have made to enriching the learning 
of the pupils at the school.  It genuinely means so much, thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


