
 

 

 

13th March 2020. 

Key dates this term. 

16/3 Shakespeare Week. 
17/3 Infant Music Festival Y1. 
18/3 Mother’s Day Sale. 
20/3 Mother’s Day afternoon 
tea. 
20/3 PTFA Quiz Night. 
w/c 23/3 Book Fair. 
27/3 Career Fair Morning. 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
3/4 UV Discos PTFA. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key Stage 
Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
7/7 Online Safety Workshop for 
parents. 
16/7 Exhibition Evening and meet 
the new teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness Weeks 
w/c 30/3, 13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will try 
and give as much notice as possible. 
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 Acrostic Poems. 

 Gardening Club. 
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 Library. 
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 Nursery News. 

 PTFA News. 

 Easter Egg 
competition.  

 

Latest advice on Coronavirus and attendance. 
We continue to follow all Department for Education and Public Health England daily 
advice regarding coronavirus.  As news of the virus continues to change, we will keep you 
updated as to how it affects our school through Parentmail messages and the newsletter, 
so please look out for these.  We will also be, as usual, very robust in monitoring 
attendance to be confident that absence is not a risk factor relating to corona virus (e.g. 
involving travel to one of the places listed above). 
 
In terms of attendance, the current advice from Essex County Council is that: -  
 

 if the NHS recommend self-isolation (through a 111 consultation for example), we 
should record the absence of a pupil as an authorised, exceptional circumstance. 

 if a positive test for coronavirus is made, the normal, authorised medical code 
will be used, as with all illnesses; 

 if parents choose to self-isolate without seeking advice from the NHS and being 
told to do so, it will be recorded as unauthorised absence unless enough 
evidence is provided for the reason by the parent/carer to the school.   

 

 
To be clear, and to dispel some myths in local media: - 

 
We have not been put on alert to close and at present we have no plans to close the school 
for any additional time.  
 
If we are advised differently by Public Health England and the Department for Education to 
close, we will inform parents and carers immediately. 

 

 

Woody's Before and After School update. 
A few polite reminders: Woody's breakfast club runs from 7:30-8:45. We offer breakfast 
for all children, however if they require this service we would ask that they arrive before 
8:20 to allow the children time to eat before packing up and being ready to walk into 
class by 8:40.   
 
Please note that our after-school club runs from the end of school until 6pm Monday to 
Thursday and until 5pm on a Friday.  Thank you for collecting on time. 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://clipart.info/easter-egg-png-yellow-transparent-10085&psig=AOvVaw289dw1oOg9D5ZPWM75AHQL&ust=1584192791303000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICHtMvIl-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Attendance. 
Weekly attendance (to Thursday) was 
significantly below our target at 
93.4%, which means we are now 
below our target of 97%, at 96.7% 
for the year. 
 

Regular attendance helps support the 
learning of the pupils.  Year 1 win this 
week at 98.3%.  Great job! We 
expect pupils to be in school 
everyday. Thank you to everyone who 
supports learning through great 
attendance.   
 

We will not authorise term time 
absence and where possible, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 
Woody’s Before and After School 
Club (telephone: 07580461715). 
Woody’s opening hours are 07.30-08.45 
and 15.10-18.00 (17:00 on Friday).  
There is no provision for Woody’s outside 
of these hours. 

 

Reminders. 
Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parent permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

Acrostic Poems. 
At the beginning of the year KS1 had the opportunity to write their own 
Acrostic Poem and enter them into a national competition. The children who 
took part have had their poems published in 'My First Acrostic - All About Me - 
Treasured Poems'. As a school we are proud of the children's entries and 
wanted to celebrate them.  
 
A big well done to: 
 

Year 1  Year 2 
- Rowan  - Jessica  
- Summar  - Isabella  
- Fraser S  - Lucas W 
- Evie  - Harley  
- Joseph  - Alana  
- Henry  - Ross  

- Ebony   

 
Gardening Club. 
Gardening Club will not be starting this week. We are opening the club up to 
Years 1 to 6, at a cost of £25.00 per term payable via Parentmail.  Please let 
the office know if your child would like to join.  There are 10 places available 
and these are offered on a first come first served basis, with a waiting list held 
by the office.  
 

Shakespeare Week – dressing up opportunity on 20th March 2020. 
The week after next is Shakespeare week in school, and it’s an opportunity to 
dress up on Friday 20th March as a Shakespeare character or something linked 
to Shakespeare to enrich the Shakespeare activities in class further.  It’s not 
compulsory, so school uniform is fine if pupils prefer. 
 
Urban Games. 
On Thursday12th of March, 15 children from year 5 and 6 went to The Deanes 
School to take part in the Urban Games. The children all participated 
brilliantly and had the opportunity to have a go at Boxing fitness training, 
Break dancing and Skate- boarding. They all showed great perseverance skills 
especially with the boxing fitness training that was very tough!!! Well done to 
all who take part.  

 
Library. 
Next week will be KS2’s turn to use the library on Tuesday morning before 
school.  Come along from 8:15 to change books or spend time reading in our 
fantastic new library. 
 

School dinners and packed lunches. 
School dinners next week is Week 1 from the new Winter Menu, a copy can be 
seen here.  Please ensure ALL lunch boxes have names and class on them. 
 

Outstanding Monies. 
Where there are outstanding monies for dinners, nursery or Woody’s, please 
settle the accounts as soon as possible. Payments MUST be kept up to date 
otherwise we may have to withdraw the facilities. Many thanks. 
 

Book Recommendation of the week. 
Not a book recommendation as such, but something that Mr Archer enjoyed 
reading.  Looking at some year 1 books, there were some brilliant stories 
linking their learning about the great fire of London to a real context.  In one 
story, a great fire broke out at Westwood and unfortunately, Miss Reynolds 
was destroyed!  Additionally, this sentence raised a smile for the choice of 
adjectives: 
 

I can hear the clicking of the flames from my lunch hall and all I 
can see outside is worried, smelly teachers. 

 
 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
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PE Kits. 

We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 

We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 

Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you need to 
drive to school.  If parents have any 
concerns about dangerous parking or 
driving outside the school, call the non-
emergency police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.   

It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and drive 
safely around the school.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 

 

 
 

If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

Nursery News. 
Another lovely week here in the nursery. The children have produced some 
beautiful painted planets which are currently adorning our setting.  
 
To reassure our parents at this time; we always encourage hand washing 
during the course of the session, but we are talking about hygiene even more 
with the children at circle time. We have had some good conversations about 
healthy practice and keeping ourselves clean and safe. However, as a 
reminder, please do let us know if and why your child will be off for our 
attendance and safeguarding records. We do have an answerphone or please 
email the nursery: nursery@westwoodacademy.org 

 

 
 
Mother’s day PTFA activity: For those children who will be attending the 
afternoon session on Wednesday 18th March and wish to participate, please 
can we have the money in advance by next Tuesday. This is so we can let the 
PTFA know our numbers.  Thank you for all the money already collected.  
Have a good weekend. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608


4 
 

 
  

PTFA NEWS. 
Wednesday 18th March.  
Mother’s Day Gift Sale. 
All items £2 - lunchtime Wednesday 18th March  
Simply pop £2 into your child/children’s book bag on Wednesday 18th March, 
they can then come along at lunchtime to the school atrium to find a gift for 
their loved one... 
 
Friday 20th March 
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea  
Tickets on sale from Monday 2nd March after school. 
1:30-3pm 
£5 ticket for family up to 4 

 
Friday 20th March 

Quiz Time 
Teams of 8 £5 per person 
Doors open 7pm quiz starts at £7pm, 
Pit your wits against Westwood’s finest, teams of up to 8 £5pp, bring your own 
drink & nibbles for a really fun evening! 

 
Please help at events if you can. 
We love volunteers helping at our events – they can only happen if enough 
people get involved – please support the PTFA anyway that you can.  The 
children benefit so much.  Thank you. 
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Competition time! 

It is time for the Easter EGGSTRAVAGANZA! 

As this competition has had such a great response the last two years, we are 

setting the challenge again.  

You can make a model of absolutely anything you choose, but it must be made out 

of REAL EGGS. You can create a background, setting and a name for your model. 

There are some ideas and pictures below to help you.  

There will be winners for 1st 2nd and 3rd places and all children who participate 

will receive house points. 

You must make sure your entry is submitted no earlier than 30th March 2020 and is submitted 

no later than 2nd April 2020. Winners will be announced in assembly on 3rd April 2020. All 

entries must be submitted with a clear name and class name into the small hall. There will be 

tables ready for you to display your creation.  On the 3rd April after winners are announced, 

children can take their creations home with them again.  

Ask Miss Neuschaffer if you have any questions about this competition.  

 

Some ideas: 

Egg Sheeran  

Egg tower  

Minions 

Star wars 

Mr Men 

Superheroes 

Angry birds 

Bunnies  

Eggcellent teachers 

Eggcited friends 

 


