
 

Dear Year 6. 
 
The circumstances around sending this letter are not particularly clear, and certainly not 
what any of us would have wished.  The COVID-19 outbreak has created real uncertainty 
about a number of things, not least of all whether you have finished for this academic year 
and therefore will have had your last day at Westwood Academy. 
 
It’s not what we would have wanted for your last day, or even the last term at primary 
school.  We would have got the SATs out of the way, and then tried to make the experience 
as memorable as possible as you hurtle towards secondary school.  We would have loved to 
have done the residential, the leavers assemblies, the leavers disco, the transitions, the shirt 
signing, the tears and the laughter that these things usually create…  And now it is difficult 
to predict whether any of that will happen as normal.   
 
What I will promise you is that whatever happens, we will organise an event to celebrate 
you leaving Westwood.  It might be when you are actually at secondary school, but I don’t 
think that really matters.  What matters is that it will be a chance for you to get your shirt 
signed, to share stories about your time here, and to have a chance to say goodbye 
properly.  COVID-19 may be cutting short your time at Westwood, but it won’t cut short our 
memories of you, of how brilliantly you have all done, or of how proud we are of everything 
you have become. 
 
It would be easy for this letter to become your leavers assembly with tales of first days, 
stories since, of what a cool bunch you are...  It won’t be that.  Instead it’s an assurance 
that, on the other side of COVID-19, we will regroup and celebrate you all and do it 
properly.  Because you never really leave Westwood Academy behind, you always carry it 
with you once you get too big for the furniture and have to go to secondary school! 
 
So, keep yourselves well, and we’ll see you soon.  Please read a lot!  One thing is for certain: 
the next time we are all together, it will seem a much more important event having been 
through this situation together.  And we’ll all be that much more delighted to see each 
other as a result.  And I have enough trouble not sobbing at these things, so I will be in  
T - R - O - U - B - L - E… 
 
See you soon. 
 
Mr Archer. 
 
 


