
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Coronavirus update – school closure to most pupils. 
 
As you will obviously be aware, we have now been instructed to close the school to almost all children after 
this Friday (March 20th 2020) until further notice.  
 
The Government is asking that the following principles are followed during the school closure:  
 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.  
2. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then 

educational provision will be available for them.  
3. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social distancing 

category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions.  
4. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which can 

continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults.  
 
Regarding point 2, we are staying open, from Monday 23rd March 2020, for the children of critical workers 
(listed below) and children with certain needs.  This skeleton care provision (the Government are clear that this is 
not education) will be for those families with key workers who would not be able to attend their place of work in 
these priority areas due to childcare issues. We ask you that if one parent or carer is not a key worker then the 
child/ren should stay away from school to reduce the potential spread of the virus; in that way we will all be 
helping to stop the spread of the virus.  If pupils have underlying medical conditions, but their parents are key 
workers, those pupils will still need to follow advice about social distancing. 
 
It is vitally important that we know as soon as possible how many children for whom we will need to provide 
care. Following this letter, a key worker survey will be sent and we need responses to it by 1.00pm today 
please.  The guidance in order to create this survey has only become available this morning, so we appreciate 
your cooperation in completing the survey promptly. 
 
The survey contains fuller explanations of what the term “key worker” means, but generally it applies to those 
involved in the Government’s response to COVID-19 in the following sectors: - 
 

• Health and social care  
• Education and childcare  
• Key public services  
• Local and national government  
• Food and other necessary goods  
• Public safety and national security  
• Transport  
• Utilities, communication and financial services  

 
The school site will be open from Monday to Friday, 8.45am to 3.20pm. 
 
It would be extremely helpful to know which days of the week and times you would need your child to come in to 
school.  This information can be submitted via the Key Worker Survey that will follow. 
 
All other children will need to stay at home – this is a national closure and we are now operating an emergency 
response in order to execute our part of a national plan.  Please ensure that you follow all appropriate advice 
to help in the response to COVID-19.  We will continue to communicate as necessary via our Parentmail and 
Facebook channels, and ask that you keep an eye out for updates. 
 
Learning from home. 
We have already put initial work on our website for the pupils to continue with during the closure.  Initially, this 
will be for the immediate period until the Easter break – please read with your children is our main request, it’s 



 

so important to foster a love of reading to open up the entire curriculum and world to children.  We will refresh 
this content after Easter as it becomes clearer how long the closures may last. 
 
If your child usually receives free school meals, we will also be in touch with more information about how we will 
continue to provide this from Monday.  Initially it will be through provision in school, although this may change to 
a voucher system.  We will update you as the situation evolves. 
 
Cancellations. 
As of right now, we are trying to be pragmatic and optimistic about certain events we’d planned, but we have to 
assume that most things won’t go ahead.  We’ll get back to you about the really big events like the year 6 
residential when it’s clearer, because if it can happen, it will.  SATs have been cancelled.  Teacher assessment is 
more accurate and will potentially be used in place of the tests. 
 
 
Things are still very unclear.  The Government is acting quickly, making policy quickly, and we are having to turn 
policy into something safe and meaningful in school for the sake of our pupils and community.  It’s a lot to ask 
from everyone, but then again, it’s a really unique and worrying situation.  As a school, we are being asked to 
be on the front line to help the nation, and we ask that you all do the same by following the appropriate 
guidance that will keep as many of us healthy and safe as possible. 
 
At times like this, it’s easy to panic and worry.  But for the sake of our children who are probably just as worried 
as we are, if not more so, please be calm and show them that through being sensible, caring, working together 
and doing our part, we will all hopefully be fine.  Yes, we’ve set work for them – but in reality, we are in 
unprecedented times and the most important thing is that they feel safe, looked after and loved.  That should be 
the priority for the coming weeks, and we will start again with the academic learning when they return. 
 
Thank you to the whole learning community at Westwood Academy – the way the school and parents have come 
together is really inspiring and has made everyone proud to be a part of such a collaborative, caring group.  
Long may it continue. 
 
Look after each other, we look forward to seeing everyone back together fit and well soon.  Wishing you all 
well. 
 
John Archer. 
Headteacher. 


