
 

 

 

7th February 2020. 

Key dates this term. 

25/2 Parents Evening (school 
closes at 1:30). 
18/3 Mather’s Day Sale. 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key Stage 
Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
7/7 Online Safety Workshop 
for parents (NEW). 
16/7 Exhibition Evening and 
meet the new teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 30/3, 13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 
• Cressing Temple trip year 1- 

Cancelled. 

•  Mobile phones/Tik Tok 
advice. 

• Safer internet tips and date 
for your diary – online 
safety workshop. 

• Parent Consultations 
25/2 (School closes at 
1:30). 

• Careers Dress Up Day.  

• School ties & bookbags. 

• Library. 

• School dinners. 

• Outstanding monies. 

• Valentine Themed lunch. 

• Book of the week. 

• Nursery News. 

• PTFA News. 

• CBBC Step Up To The Plate. 

• Valentines Theme Lunch. 

 
Cressing Temple trip year 1 - Cancelled. 
The Cressing Temple trip for year 1 has been cancelled.  An alternative enrichment 
activity will be organised that does not have a necessity for voluntary financial 
contributions.  Those who made contributions will be reimbursed via parentmail. 
 

Mobile Phones In School and Tik Tok advice. 
We do not expect any pupils to use mobile phones in school.  If a pupil does need to 
bring a mobile phone to school, it must be turned off before entering the premises and 
handed into a class teacher for safe keeping.  We would also like to take the opportunity 
to remind parents about the minimum age for Tik Tok use, which is 12+, and information 
about this app (which is used by online predators) is available here. 
 

Safer Internet Day tips, and a date for your diaries – an online safety 
workshop for parents. 
We are sharing some tips for ensuring everyone has safer access to the internet. 
1. ONLY TALK TO PEOPLE YOU KNOW AND TRUST IN REAL LIFE. 
2. DON'T GIVE AWAY PERSONAL INFORMATION TO STRANGERS - like what street 

you live on, or where you go to school. Say "no" if they ask you to share photos or 
videos of yourself. 

3. SET YOUR PROFILES TO PRIVATE. 
4. BE 'SHARE AWARE' - once you share something online, you've got no control over 

what anyone else does with it. And it's illegal to take, share or view sexual images of 
under-18s, full stop. 

5. BE MINDFUL OF YOUR DIGITAL FOOTPRINT - it could come back to bite you. 
6. If you see something upsetting, or someone bullies you, TELL AN ADULT YOU TRUST. 
7. DON'T ASSUME EVERYTHING YOU SEE IS TRUE TO LIFE. People often make their 

lives look more exciting online. 
8. WATCH OUT FOR HOAXES AND SCAMS, like messages you're asked to pass on or 

that ask you for payment details or passwords. 
9. BE WARY OF SCHEMES that promise easy cash in return for you receiving and 

transferring money, and don't be fooled by anything that glamorises gang lifestyles. 
10. WATCH OUT FOR LOOT BOXES or other ways that games get you to pay - before 

you know it you can spend a lot on them. 
 
We also have organised a parent workshop on internet safety for July 7th, 2020.  This is 
in addition to activities in school on the same day for the juniors, delivered by “The Two 
Johns” – who have a brilliant reputation among local schools for promoting online safety.  
Both the pupil sessions and the parent workshop are being financed entirely by our PTFA 
– thank you again to everyone who involves themselves with the fundraising and 
volunteering that is enriching our pupils’ experiences and keeping them safer. 
 
More details nearer the time. 

https://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/d62617e20e82ee9b4f24ae6fe96dd027.pdf
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Attendance. 

You absolute Legends! 
Weekly attendance was above our 
target at 98.1%, which means we are 
now above our target of 97%, at 
97.04% for the year! 

THANK YOU! 
Regular attendance helps support the 
learning of the pupils.  Year 5 win this 
week at 99.4%.  Great job! We 
expect pupils to be in school 
everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance. Thank you to everyone 
who supports learning through great 
attendance.   
 

We will not authorise term time 
absence and where possible, 
Essex County Council will issue 
fines. 

 
Woody’s Before and After School 
Club (telephone: 07580461715). 
Woody’s opening hours are 07.30-08.45 
and 15.10-18.00 (17:00 on Friday).  
There is no provision for Woody’s outside 
of these hours. 

 

Reminders. 
Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and 
Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parent permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

Parent Consultations – 25th February 2020, school closes at 1:30. 
We will be closing school at 1.30 on Tuesday 25th February so that parents 
and carers can meet with teachers to discuss each pupil’s progress.  The 
appointment system used previously via Parentmail will go live at 3pm today 
and close at midday on Friday 14th February.  
 

Careers Dress Up Day. 
It has been fantastic to see so many pupils and staff dressing up in the outfits 
of different careers today – there has really been such a wide range of 
professions represented and the pupils have been so eloquent in explaining 
their choices – it really has been brilliant to see another side of all of them 
today and what they aspire to be. 
 
Photos of some of the outfits will appear on the school Facebook page. 
 
School Ties & Book bags. 
Once our supply of school ties and book bags have gone we will no longer be 
stocking them in school and will need to be purchased from our new supplier, 
Danielles at Rayleigh Weir. 
 

Library. 
Next week will be KS1 on Tuesday morning.  Come along from 8:15 to change 
books or spend time reading in our fantastic new library. 
 

School dinners and packed lunches. 
School dinners next week is Week 3 from the new Winter Menu, a copy can be 
seen here.  Please ensure ALL lunch boxes have names and class on them. 
 

Outstanding Monies. 
Where there are outstanding monies for dinners, nursery or Woody’s, please 
settle the accounts as soon as possible. Payments MUST be kept up to date 
otherwise we may have to withdraw the facilities. Many thanks. 
 

Valentine Themed lunch. 
We are having a Valentine theme lunch on 14th February. Please see the menu 
at the end of the Newsletter. 
 

Book Recommendation of the week. 
This week, Elizabeth in year 5 is recommending her 
favourite book, which is, “The Midnight Unicorn” by 
Alice Hemming. 
 
“I love this book because it is a dark fairytale, so it is not 
all pretty princesses and happily ever after!  Instead, 
there are sorcerers and witches and wizards, unicorns that 
are dark and evil who are trying to steal from the good 
sorcerers that live in a castle.  The best character is the 

midnight unicorn because it has amazing powers and it 
has a pink and purple aura that makes it look really cool.  

I’d recommend it to people who like dark stories and other magical tales like the 
Harry Potter series.” 

 
Nursery News (including parent consultations on 25th February). 
The children have all been engaged and playing beautifully within our Rocket 
and Space themed rooms. We’ve spent lots of time outside this week in the 
crisp winter sun and the children have enjoyed this time immensely. As a nursery 
that admits children as young as two, it’s wonderful to see the different ages 
interact and also, to look out for each other. We see many instances of great 
kindness and maturity and both the youngest and oldest benefit and, often 
thrive, from the mixed environment we offer.  We’ve had many new families 
viewing our nursery over the past few weeks and we’ve had lots of positive 
feedback from these visits; people specifically commenting on how friendly our 
nursery children are. We are looking forward to welcoming these new children 
at some time in the future.  
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Midnight-Unicorn-Alice-Hemming/dp/1407197711&psig=AOvVaw2Y1_KDXYDNBD7hfCO7N_jf&ust=1580994676716000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIi_yci-uucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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PE Kits. 

We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 

We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 

cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 

Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you need to 
drive to school.  If parents have any 
concerns about dangerous parking or 
driving outside the school, call the non-
emergency police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.   

It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and drive 
safely around the school.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 

 

 
 

If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

Just a heads up that we now have only very limited space left from Easter term 
onwards. Please email the nursery if you would like us to consider a change to 
your child’s hours. Please do note that although we do try and accommodate 
changes wherever possible, we do have staffing and space restrictions to 
consider and places are given on a first come first served basis. The nursery 
email is: nursery@westwoodacademy.org 
 
Parent Consultations for nursery are on Tuesday 25th February and we will not 
be holding an afternoon session on this day. Please pick up at the end of the 
morning session at 11.45am, or at 12.15pm  if your child stays for lunch. If you 
have siblings at the school, this will also be closing early at 1.30pm. Please see 
your child’s keyworker to book in a consultation.  
 
A reminder that next Friday, the 14th February, parents of children that attend 
the morning session are invited to come in and enjoy the PE sessions that we 
have been fortunate to run alongside staff from The Deanes school. These 
sessions cover a lot of the essential learning areas such as Communication; 
Listening and Understanding; Physical Skills and Personal and Social 
Development. We would love you to see how the children have been 

responding to different adults in a different setting showing great enthusiasm 
and helping build resilience and confidence in our ultimate aim to have all our 
children school-ready.  However, please don’t worry if you can’t make it, there 
will be the opportunity to come in for a second one running on the 3rd April.  
Enjoy the weekend and here’s hoping Storm Ciara is kind to us.  

 
Out of School Achievements. 
This week we were really proud of our 
Street Dancers who took part in BATIC's 
got talent, a celebration event as part 

of the School Sport 
Partnership Festival of 
Dance week. The girls 
performed on Tuesday 
night at the Palace 
theatre and 
represented Westwood fantastically. A huge thankyou to the 
girls and their families for being part of this event.  
 

Well done also to Scarlett in year 6.  Dancer of the week at Popping and 
Locking – brilliant job Scarlett!. 

 
PTFA NEWS. 
February Launch of Year 5 & 6 Youth Group Launch Night Tuesday 25th Feb 
6-8pm £2 
 
Join us for the launch of the year 5 &6 yrtec youth club (on pancake day so 
lots of treats), a chilled couple of hours to mingle & socialise away from the 
tech! Youth group will run monthly alternating from a Tuesday & Friday (same 
times for each day) Tuck shop also open 50p per item... 
 
Mother’s Day Gift Sale 

The popular Mother’s Day gift sale will take place on 18th March.  Pupils can 
bring in £2 to class on the 18th March, which will be collected by staff.  They 
will be given a label which they can write a Mother’s Day message on, before 
going to the atrium from 11:30 to pick a gift and attach the label, ready to be 
taken home at the end of the day. 
 

School Discos 
We have a date Friday 1st May with the amazing Marky Mark UV disco 
Tickets £5 and will be on sale in April (no ticket sales on the door) 
 
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
Friday 20th March 
£5 per family (up to 4) 
1:30-3pm 
Tickets on sale after Feb half term 
Tickets will be limited .... 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
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Quiz Night 
Friday 20th March 
Yes it’s back! 
Teams of 8, tickets £5 per person, each team to provide a raffle prize please. 
This is your chance to pit your wits against Westwood’s finest... 
Bring your own drinks & nibbles for this popular event Doors open 7pm quiz at 
7:30pm 
 
Gift Amnesty 
The PTFA will be placing a box in the reception area for parents, friends to 
donate any unwanted Christmas gifts for our fundraising, this is a great way 
for a clear out & help us with raffle prizes for upcoming events. Thanks in 
advance for your help in supporting this new idea .... 

 
Please help at events if you can. 
We love volunteers helping at our events – they can only happen if enough 
people get involved – please support the PTFA anyway that you can.  The 
children benefit so much.  Thank you. 
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VALENTINES DAY 

Friday 14th February 2020 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
Hearty Hot Dogs or Veggie  

 Dogs in Rolls 
 

 

*** 

Valentine Smiles 

*** 

Spaghetti Love Loops 

Sweetheart Sweetcorn 

*** 

Salad Bar 

*** 

Valentines Gateaux 

*** 

                                      Love Potion 

(Strawberry Milkshake)  

                                                                                   

 


