
 

 

 

Newsletter, 

18th October 2019. 

Key dates this term. 

21/10-1/11 Half Term. 
4/11 Flu jabs. 
6/11Open Mornings for 
2020 intake (by 
appointment). 
6/11 Year 4 Science 
Museum trip. 
7/11 School photos. 
12/11 Road Safety Walks 
for 5S and RN. 
15/11 Children In Need. 
20/11 Year 3 Chelmsford 
Museum trip. 
28/11 Year 6 Chelmsford 
museum trip. 
28/11 Exhibition Evening. 
20/12-3/1 School closed. 
17-21/2 Half Term. 
25/2 Parents Evening 
(school closes at 1:30). 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key Stage 
Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
16/7 Exhibition Evening and 
meet the new teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 4/11, 9/12, 
30/3, 13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 

 Have a great half-term! 

 Admissions Policy 
Consultation. 

 School trip contributions 
– trip cancellations. 

 Random Acts of Kindness 
week. 

 Open Morning 6/11/19. 

 Library mornings return! 

 School dinner menus and 
firework dinner. 

 School Photos 7/11/19. 

 Outdoor classroom day. 

 Year 6 Chelmsford 
Museum. 

 Poppy Appeal. 

 Woodys Times.  

 Nursery News. 

 PTFA News and 
Events. 

 New menus. 

 
Have a great half-term! 
From all at Westwood, we hope that you have a fantastic two week half term.  We 
originally instigated the arrangement for an extra week two years ago, and it has 
benefits to pupils, families and staff.  We hope that it really impacts positively on 
attendance – it’s a chance for a term time holiday (compared to most other schools) that 
keeps costs down for families – and reduces the need to take term time absence, which 
can incur a fine from Essex County Council.  Have a safe and enjoyable two weeks off 
and we’ll see you back on 4th November 2019. 
 

Consultation on Admissions Policy 

Every seven years, the school has to consult with stakeholders about it’s admissions 
arrangements.  There are no changes to the admissions policy previously used, but if 
you are interested in taking part in the consultation and commenting on the admission 
arrangements, please click here.  This consultation is undertaken to meet the 
requirements of the School’s Admission Code and will close on 28th November 2019 at 
4pm. 
 

Contributions to School Trips – Cancellation of trips. 
The school tries to offer an exciting curriculum with as many free enrichment 
opportunities as possible – take for example, all our sports clubs are free to our pupils, 
unlike in many other schools – we do this to give a brilliant learning experience that the 
pupils enjoy, give them opportunities to be inspired that they wouldn’t normally have, 
and that is not too demanding of parents in terms of constant requests for contributions. 
 
A number of trips this year have not seen enough contributions to make them viable 

financially.  To ensure they have gone ahead, hard decisions have been made that 
essentially means less equipment for the pupils in the school throughout the year – within 
the first half term, 3.5% of our total resources budget for the year has had to be used 
to pay for the shortfall in trips.  This is unsustainable. 
 
Future trips will not go ahead if there is a shortfall in contributions.  To be clear, there 
is no profit made by the school from a trip – we try only to recoup the cost, usually of 
the transport which is the most expensive part.  If there is a need to discuss the 
contribution or more time or installments necessary to pay for a trip, please make an 
appointment to discuss this.  Thank you for your understanding - we try to minimize what 
we ask for so that it is easier to contribute to the enrichment of the curriculum when we 
do need to ask. 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JC3JJKG
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Attendance. 
Attendance was disappointingly 
well below our target, at 93.3%. 
Regular attendance helps support 
the learning of the pupils.  Year 2 
win this week at 98.2%  Great 
job, the only class above our 97% 
target!  We expect pupils to be in 
school everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance. The year so far has 
seen 97.0% attendance – down 
from 97.6% last week. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports learning through great 
attendance.   
 

We will not authorise term 
time absence and where 
possible, Essex County 
Council will issue fines. 
 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter 
and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

 
Random Act of Kindness week, 4-8 November. 
After half term, we will come back to a random acts of kindness week, 
following a brilliant introduction of the idea last year.  Hopefully, everyday 
each pupil and staff member will do something kind for someone just for the 
sake of it, to make the school a happier, kinder place.  We look forward to 
celebrating in our Friday assembly when we come back the kindest, most 
selfless acts. 
 

Open Morning – 6th November 2019 – by appointment. 
We are opening our doors again to new prospective parents for Reception in 
September 2020 entry.  Visitors will need to book an appointment for either a 
9:30 tour or 11:00 tour.  We are looking forward to seeing lots of new 
parents and potential pupils. 

 
Library – Wednesday mornings returns. 
Following the completion of our lovely new library, we would like to take the 
opportunity to invite our families to once again join us on a Wednesday 
morning to enjoy the facilities and spend some time reading with your children. 
These sessions proved very popular historically and allowed us all to 
work together to promote a love of reading.  
 
If you would like to join us, these sessions will run each week on a Wednesday, 
alternating between key stage 1 and key stage 2, between 8:15 and 8:40. 
We will begin our first sessions with key stage 1 (year 1 and 2) and early 
years parents and pupils on Wednesday 6th November moving onto key stage 
2 (years 3 to 6) parents and pupils the following Wednesday 13th November. 
After that, we will have alternate weeks for the younger and older pupils.  We 
look forward to welcoming you to enjoy a book and some refreshments.   
 

New school dinners menu & firework dinner 
Copies of the new Autumn and Winter menus can be found here.  They start 
after half term.  We are also having a Guy Fawkes lunch on November 5th, 
2019, the menu is attached at the end of this newsletter. 

 
School dinners and packed lunches. 
School dinners when we return is Week 1 from the new Winter Menu, a copy 
can be seen here.  Please ensure ALL lunch boxes have names and class on 
them. 
 
School Photos. 
The photographer will be in school on Thursday 7th November for individual 
and family groups. If you have a child that does not attend school but you 
would like them to be in the photo please come to school office before the start 
of school from 8.30. 
 

Outdoor classroom day. 
Outdoor Classroom day is a global campaign to inspire and celebrate outdoor 
learning. To enrich and enthuse our pupils with a love of science on November 
7th, Westwood will be taking part in this and each class will carry out at least 
one practical science lesson outside at some point during the day.  

 
Year 6 Chelmsford Museum. 
On 28th November, Year 6 will be visiting Chelmsford Museum to participate in 
activities which will enrich and consolidate the children’s learning in our topics, 
WW1 & 2. 
 

Poppy Appeal. 
We will be selling poppies every afternoon when we return to school on 
Monday 4th November. 
 

Woody’s Before and After School Club. 
Woody’s opening hours are 07.30-08.45 and 15.10-18.00. 
There is no provision for Woody’s outside of these hours. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/SUMMER-19-MENUS.pdf
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PE Kits. 

We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 

We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 

Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you need to 
drive to school.  If parents have any 
concerns about dangerous parking or 
driving outside the school, call the non-
emergency police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.   

It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and drive 
safely around the school.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 

 

 
 

If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

Nursery News 

As this first half term draws to a close, we reflect what a lovely first half term it 
has been with your little people. We have had Parent Consultations this week 
and lots of positive feedback. We have created some Halloween based art 
activities.  
We wish you all a restful and fun half term break and look forward to seeing 
you back from Monday 4th November when the learning through play will 
commence once more, from all of the Nursery Team.  

 
PTFA News. 
 

Moji Roadshow Fancy Dress Disco 
Friday 8th November 
Tickets available after school today and when we are back from half term, no 
tickets will be availability to purchase on the door. 
Tickets £5 and can also be bought online at www.markymarkentertainment.com 
via events and our own Westwood Academy page... 
 

Christmas wreath workshop 
Tuesday 3rd December £35 
All materials included to create a beautiful wreath alongside our qualified 
florist... 
Tickets available now for this festive evening Bubbles & mulled wine available 
on the night 
£10 deposit required to secure place 
Please see event page create via our PTA Facebook page.... 
 

Christmas Craft Workshop 
Friday 29th November 
Crafts galore plus gifts to make for family and friends, this event has over 85 
children attend last year! 
£5 per child, you can pay on the door, tickets will be available prior to the 
event via after school sales... 

 
Please help at events if you can. 
We love volunteers helping at our events – they can only happen if enough 
people get involved – please support the PTFA anyway that you can.  The 
children benefit so much.  Thank you. 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
http://www.markymarkentertainment.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
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