
 

 

 

Newsletter, 

11th October 2019. 

Key dates this term. 

15/10 Parents Evening 
(school closes at 1:30). 
21/10-1/11 Half Term. 
4/11 Flu jabs. 
6/11Open Mornings for 
2020 intake (by 
appointment). 
7/11 School photos. 
15/11 Children In Need. 
28/11 Exhibition Evening. 
20/12-3/1 School closed. 
17-21/2 Half Term. 
25/2 Parents Evening 
(school closes at 1:30). 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key 
Stage Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics 
Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
16/7 Exhibition Evening 
and meet the new 
teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 9/12, 30/3, 
13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 

• Parents Evening – 
School Closes at 1:30 
– 15th October 2019. 

• Call us if your’ child is 
off school please. 

• Online safety.  

• SAFE PARKING 
POSTER 
COMPETITION. 

• Dogs at the school 
gate. 

• No streetdance next week. 

• Outdoor Classroom Day. 

• Year 4 trip reminder. 

• Year 5 trip Sandford Mill. 

• Brexit and the EU 
Settlement Scheme. 

• Pokemon and Sainsburys 
Cards – keep at home. 

• New Autumn menus and 
Guy Fawkes lunch. 

• No Earrings for PE. 

• TT Rockstars school 
battle.  

• Nursery News. 

• Dinners/packed 
lunches. 

• Woody’s times. 

• PTFA News and 
Events. 

• New menus. 

 

Parents Evening – this Tuesday, 15th October 2019.  

School Closes at 1:30.  

We are looking forward to welcoming parents to consultations next Tuesday.  
Appointments are now closed.  These meetings are an opportunity to discuss how pupils 
have settled and help identify early targets to progress learning.  The meetings are 
appointment only and will be ten minutes maximum.  In the unlikely event that longer is 
needed, please ask the class teacher to schedule a subsequent meeting.  Woodys will 
run as usual until 6.00pm with the usual after school club fee of £7.50.  A bridging club 
option is not available on the 15th October. 
 

What to do if your child is off sick.  PLEASE CALL! 
We follow statutory First Day Contact Procedures to trace any child who may be 
absent. All parents must notify the school by 9:15am on the first day of a child’s 
absence. The school has a 24-hour answerphone for parents to leave a message or a 
message can be left via Parentmail using the app.  Please leave the name of the 
student that you are reporting as absent, clearly saying the class or teacher name. The 
absence will be discussed with students on their return to school if it is of concern. Please 
be aware that there may be a follow up call to discuss the absence which may be 
recorded as unauthorised if there are not satisfactory reasons or evidence provided.  If 
we are concerned that there may be a safeguarding issue when contact is not made, 

our Designated Safeguarding Leads will take appropriate action to confirm that a pupil 
is safe or that appropriate action is taken, which may include initiating a police welfare 
check if we have concerns about a pupil’s wellbeing. 
 

Online safety. 
 We’ve been reminding pupils of the age restrictions for social 
media this week – all of which exist to protect them from 
potential threats online.  Please have a role in your child’s 
online life and be aware of the apps they are using (and the minimum ages for these, 
which are always on our newsletter) and who they are communicating with.  Working 
together, we will make our children even safer when using technology. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj247We1pPlAhVQzYUKHWJRD2wQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkreative-technology.co.uk%2Fpledge%2F&psig=AOvVaw18ASUooxqWz9fCix6V38-l&ust=1570864980916924
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Attendance. 
Attendance this week was 
disappointingly below our 
target, at 96.6%. Regular 
attendance helps support the 
learning of the pupils.  Year 5 
are again this weeks winners at 
99.3%  Great job!  We expect 
pupils to be in school everyday, 
and aim for 97% attendance. 
The year so far has seen 97.6% 
attendance. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports learning through great 
attendance.   
 

We can not authorise term 
time absence and where 
appropriate, Essex County 
Council will issue fines. 
 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

 
Safe Parking Campaign Poster. 
Calling all budding artists, Westwood and the PTFA need your help in 
designing a poster to raise awareness on how to park safely outside our 
school. The more colourful the better, there will be a winner per year group 
(details in each book bag) and entries need to be back with us by Monday 4th 
November.  Looking forward to seeing your fantastic artwork! 
 

 
  

Dogs at the gate. 
Thank you for not crowding the gate with dogs and keeping the area around 
the school gate clear.  It helps our pupils who are nervous of dogs and are 
hesitant to come in past them and through the gates.   

 
No Streetdance next week. 
There will be NO streetdance next Tuesday 15th October as school closes at 
1.30 for Parents Evening. 

 
Outdoor classroom day. 
Outdoor Classroom day is a global campaign to inspire and celebrate outdoor 
learning. To enrich and enthuse our pupils with a love of science on November 
7th, Westwood will be taking part in this and each class will carry out at least 
one practical science lesson outside at some point during the day.  

 
Year 4 Trip Reminder. 
On Wednesday 6th November, Year 4 will be going on a trip to The Science 
Museum in London. They will be exploring the museum and taking part in lots of 
interactive activities related to our Science topics this year. A letter was sent 
home last week with more details, but please remember that a voluntary 
contribution of £12.25 to cover the cost of the coach is due before they go. As 
with all trips, if we do not get enough donations to cover the cost, the trip will 
have to be cancelled. 
 

Year 5 trip to Sandford Mill 17th October  
To enthuse and enrich the children’s learning for their next topic ‘Extreme Earth,‘ 

we will be visiting Sandford Mill. Our visit will include a Feeling friction 

workshop where the children will carry out lots of experiments to investigate 

the effects of friction. In the second half of the day we will take part in a River 

trail where geography meets science. The pupils will use maps and experiments 

to investigate rivers, water ways and the uses of water.  

 
Brexit and the EU Settlement Scheme. 
As part of the preparations for Brexit that the Government have charged all 
schools with, we have been asked by the DfE to inform staff, parents and 
carers who are EU, EEA or Swiss citizens that they need to apply to the EU 
Settlement Scheme to continue living in the UK after 2020.  More details can 
be found in this document. 
 
To reassure you, we have worked with our food suppliers and Essex County 
Council to ensure that school catering will be able to continue given the risks 
identified by the Government. 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-exit-no-deal-preparations-for-schools-in-england/eu-exit-no-deal-preparations-for-schools-in-england


3 
 

PE Kits. 

We DO NOT keep 
spare kits at the 
school for PE.  Please 
ensure that all pupils 
are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE kit, please speak 
to the school office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be found here. 
 

We are nut-free. 
Please remember snacks (we are nut free) 
and water bottles each day, as well as 
appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 
 

Snack tips. 
Fruit or vegetables, food that has a 'green' 
or mostly 'green' label, no foods with red 
labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 

 

Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you need to 
drive to school.  If parents have any 
concerns about dangerous parking or 
driving outside the school, call the non-
emergency police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.   

It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and drive 
safely around the school.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 

 

 
 

If you have any out of school achievements 
that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We love 
to hear about what the Westwood 
community have been up to!  Thank you. 

 

 
Pokémon and Sainsburys Cards – please keep at home. 
The cards that are popular are causing some issues when they go missing – 
they clearly mean a lot to their owners – so please make sure that they are 
kept safely at home, as resolving issues and upset has caused distractions to 
the pupil’s learning.  Thank you. 

 
New school dinners menu & firework dinner 
Copies of the new Autumn and Winter menus can be found here.  They start 
after half term.  We are also having a Guy Fawkes lunch on November 5th, 
2019, the menu is attached at the end of this newsletter. 

 
Earrings – Please remove for PE. 
For PE lessons, for health and safety reasons pupils cannot wear earrings.  
Ideally, they should come to school without earrings in on PE days, or else they 
must be able to remove and replace them themselves.  The practice of putting 
tape over earrings will not happen as it does not remove the risks to health 
and safety.  Pupils will not be able to do PE if they are wearing earrings.  

Thanks for your help with this. 
 
TT Rockstars school battle – prizes to be won.  
We have set up our first school TT Rockstars battle for children in years 2-6. 
We are going to have these battles every half term! The first one began on 
Monday 9th September 2019. It will run until Friday 18th October 2019. This 
battle lasts for the entire half term! The teams for this battle are girls against 
boys. 
 
The top 10 boys and the top 10 girls on the leader board at the end of the 
battle will receive a reward which will be announced in celebration assembly 
on the last day of the battle.  So, play every day to earn your coins and 
maybe win a prize!  

 
Nursery News 

We’ve had a busy week here in nursery. The children have all been engaged 
and playing beautifully. As a nursery that admits children as young as two, it’s 
amazing to see some of our two-year olds that have been with us for a while 
help to settle new children and show them how things are done. The maturity of 
a two-year old astounds us all at times and the kindness all the children are 
capable of. We’ve had many new families viewing our nursery over the past 
few weeks and our recent new starters have been very welcoming to our future 
nursery children. It’s wonderful to see. We’ve had lots of positive feedback 
from these visits and are looking forward to welcoming these children at some 
time in the future.  
 
Your child keyworkers are looking forward to seeing you for Parent 
consultations next Tuesday. Just a reminder that there will be no Tuesday 
afternoon session on the 15th October. If you haven’t yet booked an 
appointment, please do ask at the gate as you drop your child off.  
 
Just a reminder that we have outstanding Passport photos. This is not just for 
our new children, we are missing children’s photos that have been with us for a 
while. We really notice the benefit having these photos, creating a learning 
opportunity as the children start to recognise the letters of their individual 
names.  
 
Please email the nursery on: nursery@westwoodacademy.org if you wish to 
increase/ alter your child’s hours for January. We are looking very busy now 
and will do our best to accommodate your individual needs wherever possible.  

 
School dinners and packed lunches. 
School dinners for next week is Week 1 from the Summer Menu, a copy can be 
seen here.  Please ensure ALL lunch boxes have names and class on them. 

 
Woody’s Before and After School Club. 
Woody’s opening hours are 07.30-08.45 and 15.10-18.00. 
There is no provision for Woody’s outside of these hours. 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
mailto:nursery@westwoodacademy.org
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/SUMMER-19-MENUS.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
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PTFA News. 
 

Moji Roadshow Fancy Dress Disco 
Friday 8th November 
Tickets available after school today and when we are back from half term, no 
tickets will be availability to purchase on the door. 
Tickets £5 and can also be bought online at www.markymarkentertainment.com 
via events and our own Westwood Academy page... 
 

Christmas Slime Workshop 
Friday 13th December 
Currently SOLD OUT 
If you have put your child’s name down please ensure payment is with us 
Tuesday 15th October as we do have a waiting list of children wanting to 
attend. Each child received an envelope for easy payment. 
 

Christmas wreath workshop 
Tuesday 3rd December £35 
All materials included to create a beautiful wreath alongside our qualified 
florist... 
Tickets available now for this festive evening Bubbles & mulled wine available 
on the night 
£10 deposit required to secure place 
Please see event page create via our PTA Facebook page.... 
 

Christmas Craft Workshop 
Friday 29th November 
Crafts galore plus gifts to make for family and friends, this event has over 85 
children attend last year! 
£5 per child, you can pay on the door, tickets will be available prior to the 
event via after school sales... 

 
Please help at events if you can. 
We love volunteers helping at our events – they can only happen if enough 
people get involved – please support the PTFA anyway that you can.  The 
children benefit so much.  Thank you. 
 
 

http://www.markymarkentertainment.com/
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