
 

 

 

Newsletter, 

6th September 
2019. 

Key dates this term. 

11/9 Welcome meetings. 
20/9 Jeans for Genes. 
8/10 and 6/11Open 
Mornings for 2020 intake 
(by appointment). 
9/10 PCG meeting. 
15/10 Parents Evening 
(school closes at 1:30). 
21/10-1/11 Half Term. 
7/11 School photos. 
15/11 Children In Need. 
28/11 Exhibition Evening. 
20/12-3/1 School closed. 
17-21/2 Half Term. 
25/2 Parents Evening 
(school closes at 1:30). 
2/4 Exhibition Evening. 
6/4-17/4 School Closed. 
w/c 11/5 End of Key 
Stage Assessment Week. 
25/5-1/6 Half Term. 
w/c 8/6 Y1 Phonics 
Checks. 
18/6 Sports Day PM. 
23-24/6 Transition Days. 
w/c 29/6 Y6 Residential. 
16/7 Exhibition Evening 
and meet the new 
teachers. 
21/7 Last day of school. 
 
 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Weeks w/c 9/12, 30/3, 
13/7. 
 
Dates may be subject to change, we will 
try and give as much notice as possible. 

 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 

• Welcome back. 

• 9/11/2019 - Welcome 
Meetings. 

• Important Dates. 

• Fun Snaps X. 

• Regular Reading. 

• TT Rockstars battles… 

• Drop off at school gate. 

• Jeans for Genes Day – 
NON-UNIFORM 

20/9/2019. 

• Dinners – summer menu. 

• Lunch boxes. 

• Healthy Lifestyles. 

• Woodys times. 

• Please clear arrears. 

• Clubs News. 

• PTFA News. 

 
Welcome back. 
It has been genuinely lovely to see everyone back and in such great form.  The summer 
holiday has really refreshed everyone, clearly, and the classrooms have been calm, 
straight into learning and very productive.  Well done!  Our new starters have been 
settling very well, and are busy reminding themselves of the routines they began 
during prep group.  By the end of day one, there were quite a few tired pupils 
around the school – that’s perfectly normal at this time of year after the holidays and 
the stamina to learn will develop over the coming weeks. 
 
It was surprising to see this week an article (here) in the local press that identified the 
school as the 6th hardest school to get into in Essex (which makes it the 1st hardest 
primary school in Essex County Council to get into).  This is testimony to all the work of 
everyone involved with the school and mainly to the pupils who are the ultimate 
recommendation to prospective parents when they visit the school. 

 
Welcome Meetings. 
There is an opportunity to come into school on Wednesday 11th September to attend a 
brief welcome meeting with the class teacher.  We do this from 2:45-3:00 when most 
of the pupils are in assembly so that the session can remain focussed.  The class teacher 
will review the class arrangements for the year, talk about what will be taught during 
the first term, and answer questions if you have them.  For those that cannot attend, 
DON’T WORRY!  All of the information from the meetings will be included in 
newsletters (which are our main route of communication so please read them whenever 
you can) over the next couple of weeks and will also be put on our website in our 
curriculum section. 

 
Important Dates in the school year. 
We have tried to include as many of the key dates on the left side of this page to 
help plan the school year and give notice to some of the events that parents may wish 
to participate in.  Some may be subject to change, but we will try not to change them 
and hope this is enough notice to be helpful to parents and carers. 
 

Fun Snaps. 
Every year brings new crazes - Pokemon and Match Attax cards 
were all the rage last  year, and this year the talk of the 
playground seems to be Fun Snaps – please ensure that these are 
not bought into school, they are not appropriate.  Thank you. 

 

 

https://www.essexlive.news/news/essex-schools-toughest-schools-county-3278790
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiVku_9-bvkAhWB8eAKHdIbAcsQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FHENBRANDT-Snaps-Throw-Bangers-boxes%2Fdp%2FB07RM866H4&psig=AOvVaw0C-LKbvKUui7uvmySdNJGj&ust=1567850920461242
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Attendance. 
Attendance this week was 
above our target, at 98.4% 
Regular attendance helps 
support the learning of the 
pupils.  Year 1 are this weeks 
winners at 100%  Great job!  
We expect pupils to be in 
school everyday, and aim for 
97% attendance for the year – 
last year, the school’s figure 
was 95.83%.  
 
Well done and thank you to 
everyone who supports 
learning through great 
attendance.  We can not 
authorise term time absence 
and where appropriate, Essex 
County Council will issue fines. 
 

Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles 
each day, as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 

cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 

Creating a love of reading. 
A focus in the school this year is reading, so there will be lots of promotions and 
enrichment relating to it thoughout the year.  It is probably the single most 
important thing that parents can engage with in terms of homework – regularly 
hearing your child read and asking questions to check their understanding of 
what they have read is absolutely vital.  We have significantly reduced other 
homework to prioritise reading as well as mastery of maths (through timestable 
rockstars) and learning spellings.  This approach does rely on parents helping 
to make sure that there are regular opportunities for the children to practise 
the skills they have learnt at school, and this message is one that will certainly 

be echoed by class teachers in the welcome meetings next week.  Thanks for 
your support with this, it is genuinely appreciated. 
 

TT Rockstars school battle – prizes to be won.  
We have set up our first school TT Rockstars battle for children in years 2-6. 
We are going to have these battles every half term! The first one begins on 
Monday 9th September 2019. It will run until Friday 18th October 2019. This 
battle lasts for the entire half term! The teams for this battle are girls against 
boys. 
 
The top 10 boys and the top 10 girls on the leader board at the end of the 
battle will receive a reward which will be announced in celebration assembly 
on the last day of the battle.  So, play every day to earn your coins!  

 
Drop off at the school gate. 
Please drop you children at the school gate.  The gate is attended so that 
pupils cannot leave the premises, and pupils know where they are going.  The 
gate staff check that everyone has gone into class once the gate is locked. 
 
For reception pupils, we politely ask that parents encourage their children to 
come into school on their own as soon as possible.  If necessary, encourage 
them to walk a bit further on their own each day.  Where pupils require a 
parent to come into school with them, please make an appointment with the 
class teacher to discuss the matter and to enable an alternative, agreed and 
safe way for drop off to be made (for example, via the school office).  If 
parents need to enter the school site beyond the reception gate, they will need 
to sign in.  All class teachers are only accessible via the school office in the 
morning, as they have the children in their care – please make an appointment 
to see them if necessary.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Jeans for Genes Day – Friday 20th September. 
We are again taking part in Jeans for Genes Day to raise funds for this 

worthy cause.  On Friday 20th September, we hope that everyone at 
Westwood will join in by wearing jeans and donating £1 to Jeans for Genes to 
help with the brilliant work they do to help the 1 in 25 children in the UK with 
genetic disorders. 

 
School dinners – Summer Menu. 
School dinners for next week is Week 2 from the Summer Menu, a copy can be 
seen here. 

 
Lunch boxes. 
Please ensure ALL lunch boxes have names and class on them. 

 
Healthy Lifestyles. 
We promote healthy lifestyles. As well as encouraging the recommended 60 
minutes of exercise we are also promoting healthiness by changing the snack 
rules at break time. The new expectations are as follows: 

• Fruit or vegetables only; 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/SUMMER-19-MENUS.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586
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PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits at the school for 
PE.  Please ensure that all 
pupils are provided with 
PE kit throughout the school 
year.  If there are any 
issues providing a PE kit, 
please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of 
which can be found here. 
 

 
 

 

 
Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you 
need to drive to school.  We have a 
long history of good will from our 
neighbours and it is something that 
we hope will continue in the future.  
If parents have any concerns about 
dangerous parking or driving outside 
the school, call the non-emergency 
police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.  

It is essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and 
drive safely around the school.  
Thank you for your continued 
support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• Food that has a 'green' or mostly 'green' label; 

• No foods with red labels i.e. high in sugar and saturated fats. 
 
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that 
pupils learn healthy habits with exercise and 
nutrition early so that it can become a pattern 
through life. 

 
Woody’s Before and After School Club. 
Woody’s opening hours are 07.30-08.45 and 15.10-18.00. 
There is no provision for Woody’s outside of these hours. 

 
Arrears for Woodys, Bridging Club and School Meals. 
Please ensure that all Woody’s, bridging club and school dinner money are 
paid up to date.  Where significant arrears are built up, we will remove the 
service or have to review the continued availability of the provision of the 
service if it is not sustainable through lack of income.   
 
If there are issues around arrears, please contact the office at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 

 
Club News. 
Look out for a Parentmail message next week with details of the clubs for 
the autumn term.  Clubs will start during the week commencing 16th 
September 2019.   
Once again, using sports premium funding, we have made as many of these 
clubs as possible FREE of charge to ensure that healthy, physical activities are 
available to everyone at the school and to build high levels of participation in 
sport.  We have now won the district sports competition for 3 years in a row 
after over 25 years of never winning – and this strategy of giving 
opportunities to develop, improve and build upon the skills learnt during PE 
lessons has clearly contributed to this success. 
 
Music clubs and lessons will start next week – Mrs Clarke has already 
communicated this information to those continuing with this learning. 
 
Gardening Club – will restart on Friday 20th September from 1.30-2.45.  
Places are limited so please speak to the office if your child is interested in a 
place in this brilliant activity that is always popular.  Pupils will be told by 
Wednesday 18th September if they have secured a place.  The cost is £25 for 
10 sessions which includes a drink and biscuits, and the payment can be made 
via Parentmail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
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Well done to Fiori in year 5 for 
winning a dance talent competition 
in the holidays!  Good luck in the 
next round Fiori. 
 
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 
 

 
PTFA News. 
 
Welcome back to everyone at Westwood, and a special welcome to all of the 
new Reception and Nursery parents.   
 
The PTFA are a group of volunteers who organise fundraising activities to 
enrich the education of all pupils at Westwood.  They have provided resources 
as diverse as gardening equipment to reading books and activities such as 
whole school trips to pantomimes.  Without this support, the school would not be 
able to offer the levels of enrichment to enhance the learning of the pupils. 
 
So we’d love it if you could support the PTFA in anyway possible. 
 
New families meeting. 
For families new to the school, there is a meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 10th 
September at the school.  It would be great if you could come along and see 
how the PTFA works and how any help you can give would be appreciated. 

 
Dates will follow for the first events of the year, including: 
 

• Halloween/Fireworks Discos. 

• Pre-loved uniform sales. 
 
We love volunteers helping at our events – they can only happen if enough 
people get involved – please support the PTFA anyway that you can.  The 
children benefit so much.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503

