
 

Newsletter, 
11th January 2019. 

Key dates this term. 

15 January Y5/6 Indoor 
Athletics. 

17 January Mary 
Poppins Lunch. 

25 January Bridging 
Club and Woodys 
CLOSED. 

28 January Y5 Young 
Voices. 

13 February Y2 trip 
Colchester Castle. 

18-22 February Half 
Term. 

26 February 1.30-7.00 
Parent Consultations 
(SCHOOL CLOSES AT 
1.30). 

15 March Red Nose Day. 

18-22 March Book Fair. 

20 March Class Photos. 

4 April Y3 & Y6 Fire 
Safety. 

4 April 3.30-4.30 
Exhibition Evening. 

5 April 9.00 PCG 
meeting. 

8-22 April Easter 
Holiday. 
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 Parent Consultation 
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Attendance. 
Attendance this week was 97.37%.  Regular attendance helps support the 
learning of the pupils.  Year 3 are this weeks winners at 100%.  Well done 
year 3.  We expect pupils to be in school everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year.  Well done to year 4 for winning the attendance prize 
last half term with 97.4%, for the second time in a row.  Afternoon tea and 
Daily Mile Pacman (when Pacman’s leg is better) are the prizes. 
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Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 

We do not 
keep 
spare kits 

at the school for PE.  
Please ensure that all 
pupils are provided with 
PE kit throughout the 
school year.  If there are 
any issues providing a PE 
kit, please speak to the 
school office to make us 
aware of them.  PE kit is 
part of the school uniform, 
details of which can be 
found here. 
 

 

 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles each day, as well 
as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 

Bridging Club and Woodys News – AVAILABILITY 25th January 
2019. 
Both Woodys and bridging club will not be open on 25th January 2019.  This 
is for a whole trust training session.  Apologies for any inconvenience this may 
cause. 
 
If you would like your child to attend Woodys after school club, please 
notify the office by 12noon on the day before. This is because all class 
teachers will now be given a register of those attending. If your child is in 
Reception or KS1, they will be collected by a member of Woodys staff. If 
your child is in KS2, and their name is on the register, they will take 
themselves to Woodys. If arrangements change and you no longer wish your 
child to attend, then please inform the office at the earliest opportunity. 
Class teachers will send all children on the list to Woodys. If you have not 
notified the office that your child is no longer attending, you will need to 
collect them from Woodys. Thank you. 
 
Parent Survey. 
Every year we carry out a survey of parents to help us identify how to 
improve the school further.  If you would spare just 5 minutes to complete a 
few questions, it would really help us understand how well we are doing and 
where to concentrate our efforts.  Thank you in advance! 
 
The survey is available from the following link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2Z9YPCF 
 
Parent Consultations 26th February 1.30-7.00.  SCHOOL CLOSES AT 1.30. 
As usual, our school will close at 1.30 for parent consultations which will be 
held on 26th February from 1.30-7.00.  Appointments will be available 
through Parentmail and you will receive a message to alert you to the 
process being open. 
 
There will not be a parent consultation in the Summer term this year, which 
usually accompanies the school report – in practice, the demand for this was 
much lower than the other parent consultations because it repeated the 
information in the end of year report.  Class teachers will be able to reply to 
any queries you have about the end of year report by appointment without 
the need for parent consultations. 
 
Online Safety - Tik Tok (formerly Musical.ly).                                                                                                                    
After Christmas, it seems like an appropriate time to revisit some of the 
online safety messages that have previously been promoted through e-safety 
workshops, our website and the weekly information on our website.   
 
Common Sense Media (link here) says… 
 
Tik tok (formerly Musical.ly) is a free social media app that lets the user 
watch, create, and share videos often to a soundtrack of the top hits in music. 
While this can be creative and great fun, as with any social media you must 
use privacy settings to limit how much information you or your children might 
be sharing. Children can post stuff without reviewing or editing it first. There 
have even been reports of online predators using the app to target younger 
users. 
 
In reviews by parents, the same site identifies that the app allows access to 
inappropriate, adult material.  The recommended age for Tik tok is 16, or 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2Z9YPCF
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/musically-your-video-social-network
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
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Out of School Achievements.      
                                                                                                               
If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
  
office@westwoodacademy.org  
 
by the Thursday before our Friday 
publication date. We love to hear 
about what the Westwood community 
have been up to!  Thank you. 
 
LOST PROPERTY.   
We currently have 2 boxes of lost 
property in the reception area of the 
office that have not been claimed for 
a long period of time.  If you could 
check for any missing items by the 
end of next week, it will be the last 
chance to claim these items as they 
will then be recycled. 

13 with adult supervision.   
 
As with all online safety, having an awareness of your’ children’s online 
activities is the most effective way to ensure that they use the internet safely. 
 
Homework. 
Earlier this week, all parents and carers were sent an update about how our 
approach to homework across the school has changed (more details here).  
This will be rolled out next week, and the optional homework tasks linked to 
the topics in class are available in the curriculum updates for the term, details 
below. 
 
Curriculum Updates. 
Each term we give you an overview of what will be going on in each class, as 
well as key dates in class such as when PE happens or when spellings are 
tested.  The updates for this term have been sent with this newsletter or are 
available here (then by clicking on the appropriate year group link). 
 
TT Rockstars. 
We will shortly be launching our TT Rockstars app, a fun way to practice 
multiplication and division skills that links to our new approach to homework.  
The aim of this app is to create a short, regular opportunity for pupils to 
master core skills.  As different year groups are introduced to multiplication 
and division (and different times tables), class teachers will communicate 
directly with parents and pupils to let you all know how the app will be used 
e.g. year 1 will not cover multiplication for the first time until later in the 
term, so the app will be made available then. 
 
Parent Consultation Group looking for new members. 
One of the ways in which we work with parents to improve the school is 
through our Parent Consultation Group, which meets once a term, usually on a 
Friday morning to talk through new ideas and the direction in which the 
school will move in the future.  We are currently looking to recruit a parent 
representative for both the Reception and Year 3 groups – if you are 
interested, please speak to the office.  The date of the next meeting is 
scheduled for 5th April 2019 at 9.00. 
 
Building Work. 
The building work has moved from the car park to the rear of the school – 
we have worked with the builders to maintain almost all of the existing routes 
into and around the school so it will be unlikely that we need to change the 
access to the school at any time. 
 
School dinners, next week and Mary Poppins Lunch 17th January 2019. 
School dinners next week will be Week 1 from the Winter Menu, which can 
be seen here.  
 
The next themed lunch will be a Mary Poppins menu which is at the end of 
the newsletter.  These themed lunches fall on School Census days and the 
more pupils that participate, the more funding the school is able to secure.  
Thank you to all those that sign up for lunch on 17th January, it really helps. 
 
Healthy Lifestyles. 
We are promoting healthy lifestyles across the school. As well as 
encouraging the recommended 60 minutes of exercise we are also promoting 
healthiness by changing the snack rules at break time. The new expectations 
are as follows:  

 Fruit or vegetables only;  

 Food that has a 'green' or mostly 'green' label;  

 No foods with red labels i.e high in sugar and saturated fats.  

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/homework/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/curriculum/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Winter-2018-MENUS.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
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Thanks for your support in this: it is important that pupils learn healthy habits 
with exercise and nutrition early so that it can become a pattern through life. 
 
Exhibition Evening 4th April 2019 3.30-4.30. 
Our next opportunity to share work that has been going on around the school 
will be on the 4th April 2019, between 3.30-4.30.  Come along and 
celebrate the brilliant learning and creativity that goes on around the school. 
 
Starting school in September 2019. 
If you have a child starting school in school in September 2019 all 
applications must be made by 15th January 2019.  If applications are not 
made in time, it will impact on the likelihood of you getting your choice of 
school for September 2019 starters. 
 
1R 
For our RE learning on Wednesday 16th January 2019, please could you 
bring in an object that is special to you. We will use it for our lesson that 
afternoon and it will be returned home the same day. 
Thank you.  
Miss Richmond.  
 
Nursery News. 
Welcome back to all the nursery children after the Christmas and New Year 
break. It has been lovely to welcome our new nursery children and their 
families this week and all the children have settled in fantastically. We would 
also like to welcome our new Early Years practioner, Miss Warner to the 
Nursery Team. 
As we enter the start of the Spring term we will be looking at bugs and 
insects in our exploration trays and creating a hospital role play area 
alongside our daily literacy, numeracy and phonic activities. 
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