
 
 

 
See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest 
news.  Previous newsletters can be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for 
parents. 

 

 
5th May 2017 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Year 2 and 6 pupils, 

 

As you are aware, the end of key stage tests are imminent for our year 2 and 6 pupils.  We wanted to take the 
opportunity to say how we are all so proud of how hard you have worked for these tests, the commitment and 
tenacity you have shown in your learning and how much progress you have made so far this year – you have all, 
to a person, done a fantastic job. 

 

As well as all the pupil’s hard work, we would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the Parents/Carers 
who have spent the time supporting with homework, giving guidance and all the support that has been provided 
at home this year.  It is because of the partnership between school and home that the pupils have made such 
excellent progress and why they are as best prepared for the next few weeks as they can possibly be. 

 

For everyone that sits these tests, the scores you get will tell you how you did on that day, in that test, but they will 
not tell you everything.  They cannot tell you how much progress you’ve made from your very first practice to now; 
they cannot tell you how amazing you are in the subjects that aren’t tested; they can’t tell you what a genuinely 
brilliant bunch of pupils you are or how proud everyone is of you!  It is important that you do try your best, 
especially after all your hard work.  Just remember, this is your opportunity to show off just how much you have 
learnt.  

 

So, relax over the weekend: do something you enjoy, get some fresh air, eat well and sleep well. Come to school 
on Monday ready to do your best, knowing that you are as well prepared as you can be, but remember also 
there is no one way to ‘test’ all the fabulous things that make you who you are. 

 

Best of wishes and good luck, 

 

Everyone at Westwood Academy. 

  

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
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Newsletter – 5th May 2017.  
 
In this edition:  
 

 Attendance and awareness. 

 e-safety. 

 School Dinners.  

 Out of school achievements.  

 Fidget Spinners. 

 Reception Class. 

 

 Nursery Information. 

 Sainsbury’s Vouchers. 

 Outstanding Dinner Monies. 

 PTFA News. 

 School Calendar of Events. 
 
 

 
Attendance. 
The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 93.35% over the past week!  Well done 
to Year 1 with 95.36%, winning the Attendance award this week.   
 
The class with the best attendance each half term get afternoon tea with Mr Archer. Last half terms winners, 1R 
enjoyed their scones and tea with Mr Archer on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Attendance awareness. 
By Law, all children of compulsory school age must receive suitable full-time education. It is an offence if a parent 
fails to ensure that their children attend school regularly, even if they are missing school without the parent’s 
knowledge. In such circumstances there is a risk of being issued with a penalty notice or being taken to court.  A 
penalty notice of £60 may be issued by the Local Authority as an alternative to prosecution.  This rises to £120 if 
unpaid after 21 days.  Failure to pay can lead to prosecution and a fine of up to £2,500 and/or imprisonment 
for failing to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 
 
e-safety tip of the week. 
 

#7: Watch Thinkuknow films to learn more. 
 

Check out our e-safety advice and resources on our website at: http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-

safety/  

School Dinners. 
Next week dinners will be Week 1.  
 
Out of School Achievements. 
 
Once again the office’s very own Stacey Simson raised £2300 with a Charity Dinner and Dance – attended by 
many Westwood staff – last weekend. The money is being split between 3 charities close to her heart, Fair Havens 
Hospice, who looked after her dad when he was poorly, Breast Cancer & Prostate Cancer. A great fundraising 
achievement and one supported by many at Westwood.  
 
Well done to Emma Warrington for her successful first week as Race Director at Hadleigh Parkrun! 

https://thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/


 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. 
Thank you.  
 
 
Fidget Spinners. 
 
A fidget spinner - originally designed to support concentration - is now starting to have a detrimental impact on 
students’ learning in the classroom. Some schools have taken the decision to ban them completely. We would like 
to advise you that as a supportive measure we will allow children, with additional learning needs, to use them as 
long as they remain in their pockets and upon prior agreement with the class teacher. If a student has a spinner 
out on the desk then the member of staff will ask for it to be put away with a reminder that if it is seen again 
then it will be confiscated. Should the latter arise, parents will be allowed to collect the spinner from the class 
teacher at the end of the day.  

Should this measure not work then we will be left with no alternative but to ban ‘fidget spinners’. I appreciate this 
may be seen as an extreme measure but we work hard to maintain levels of concentration in lessons to ensure 
that learning is rapid, so will act to ensure that this target is maintained as appropriate. 

Many thanks in advance for your understanding and support with this matter. 

Reception Class. 
Reception are now doing P.E. on a Tuesday instead of Friday. Can you please ensure no earrings are worn on this 
day. 
 
Nursery Information. 
Please see the table below for the nursery’s colour, letter sound & rhyme of the week for the next four weeks and 
encourage your child to find something at home that relates to any of them so that we can discuss at ‘Show and 
Tell’. Please note that items could be a drawing or colouring in. 
 

             Date               Colour           Letter Sound              Rhyme 

w/c 8.5.17               White                  g un ( bun, sun, run etc ) 

w/c 15.5.17                Red                   j ice ( mice, dice, lice etc ) 

w/c 22.5.17               Yellow                   k at ( cat, mat, rat etc ) 

w/c 29.5.17              Orange                   l en ( hen, ten, pen etc ) 

 
Reminder, if your child has had an accident at home please inform a member of the nursery team as you will be 
required to complete an Accident at Home form. 
 
Sainsbury’s Vouchers. 
 
These vouchers are no longer available from Sainsbury’s but can still be handed into school until 30th June so 
please if you have any send them into school.  Many Thanks. 
 

  

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org


Outstanding Dinner Monies & Woody’s. 
 
Please ensure any outstanding dinner monies or Woody’s are paid up to date. Many Thanks. 
 
PTFA NEWS.  
 
Ice lolly sales- great start to the popular weekly ice lolly sales with just over £50 profit taken! They will be for 
sale each week depending on the weather, Friday and alternating to Thursday week by week. Each week we 
need two volunteers to man the stall, please let know if you can help. 
 
Quiz night - flyers came home with the children last week for this really popular fundraising event! Hosted by Mr 
Archer. It's set to be a great night! Forms available from office, doors open at 7pm, bring your own drinks and 
nibbles. 
 
Father's Day activity - looking for ideas for our Father's Day activity to suit all year groups! We will also need 
as many volunteers as possible to cover the activity - date to be confirmed. 
 
Summer inflatables afternoon - wristbands for this fantastic event will be on sale from beginning of June! We 
have loads of attractions booked in for the day including Revelation in Hadleigh who will be attending... 
 
Next meeting will be in the school library on Monday 8th May at 7pm. 
 

 
For updates and more PTFA news, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook.   

 
Please note that this page is intended for the use of PTFA members to organise and promote events for 
fundraising.  It is not monitored by the school, so if there are any other issues or questions that you 
would like to discuss, please contact the school directly.  Thank you. 

 
 

School Calendar. 
 

8-11 May Year 6 Test Period 

w/c 15 May Year 2 Test Period 

24th May Year 4 Egyptian Day. 

29 May – 2 June HALF TERM. 

5 June Return to school after half term. 

9 June PTFA Quiz Night 

14 June Year 2 Belfairs Trip. 

21 June  Parents Coffee Morning 9-10am. 

21 July  Last day of summer term. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147129948666608/

