
 

 
See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news.  

Previous newsletters can also be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for parents. 
 

Newsletter – 4th November 2016. 

In this edition:  
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 Out of school achievements.  
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 School Photographs. 

 Children In Need – 18th November. 

 Flu immunisation – 2nd December. 

 Wasps nests in West Wood. 
 

 Lost Property on display. 

 Christmas Shoebox Appeal.  

 Parentmail reminder. 

 11+ Tutoring. 

 Clubs.  

 Trips.  

 PTFA News.  

 Calendar.  
 

Attendance. 

The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 97% over the last week. Well done to 2F 

who win the attendance award this week with 99.17%. Great job, the more you are at school, the more learning 

you experience and the more your learning grows.   

e-safety tip of the week. 

#6: Know what connects to the internet and how.  (Phones, X-box, DS, Smart TVs, PlayStation – all these 

devices and others have the same e-safety risks as computers and tablets). 

Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on 

our website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/  

Open Morning. 

For parents and carers looking to visit the school for September 2017 start in reception, there is an open 

morning on November 9th at 9:30 so that you can look around, meet and ask questions of staff and parents of 

pupils who already attend, and hopefully support you in making the right choice for your family.  The session 

will run 9.30-11.30am on Wednesday 9th November 2016.  
 

Out of School Achievements. 

If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school 

newsletter, please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday 

publication date. Thank you.  
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mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org


Woodys Parent Consultation Extended Session– Friday 11th November.  

Woodys will be open from 1.30pm on 11th November 2016 because it is Parent Consultation afternoon. We are 

expecting this session to be busy so please ensure you book your child in in advance of this date. Thank you.   

 

School Photographers.  

We will be welcoming our school photography company once more to the school on Monday 7th November. To 
avoid the last minute scrabble for spare ties, please ensure your child is suitably dressed in full school uniform this 
day.  
We will also be offering sibling shots. If both your children are at School then the older child will be encouraged 
to collect the sibling from class during school time. If Nursery children due in for the Monday morning session want 
a photograph with a school based sibling, we are asking parents to bring these children into the school from 
8.30am before you drop your child at the Nursery . Other younger children are also encouraged to come in 
early with parents from 8.30am for sibling shots.  

 
Children in Need – 18th November.  
We are carrying out fundraising for Children In Need – our school council of pupils have come up with ideas to 
raise money – thanks to the pupils of all year groups that participate in the school council! 

 There will be a School Council organised Assault course!  Sponsor forms at the back of the newsletter. 

– get as many sponsors as you can, please can you make sure sponsorship money is given back to 

the school 2 weeks after the completion date; by Friday 2nd December.  

 We will have the ever-popular cake sale! 

– We’d love cake donations from Monday 21st November to hold a cake sale on Wednesday 23rd 

November. Children will need small change on this day. Cakes will be available from breaktime.  

Flu Immunisation – 2nd December. 
Your children will be coming home with a letter today detailing the arrangements for this year’s flu immunisation. 
If you wish your child to receive this, please return the form to the school no later than Wednesday 16th 
November. 
 

Wasps nests in West Wood. 
A few parents have told us about the number of wasps nests in West Wood – if you are going to the woods, be 
aware of them as several pupils have been stung. 
 
Lost Property on display. 
On November 11th, lost property will be on display in the atrium during parent consultations.  If you have lost 
jumpers or cardigans, they might be there! 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Shoebox Appeal.  
At the present time when thousands of children are fleeing for their lives from the war zones of the world there is 
opportunity to make Christmas special for a child that will receive no other gifts.  The school can help make 
Christmas special for at least 20 to 30 children.  Please help us by donating as generously as you can. 
Once again this year the school will be taking part in the Operation Christmas Child Shoe box Appeal.  The 

organisers have suggested that we do this on a collective rather than an individual basis.  Pupils from different 

year groups are asked to bring in different items which can be put together to make up the school boxes: 

 Years R / 1 and 2 - School Supplies - e.g. a pack of pens or pencils from a supermarket, rubbers, note 

pads etc.  These can be bought in multi packs and split up for our boxes. 

 Years 3 and 4 - Toiletries – e.g. multi pack of supermarket soap, toothpaste and / or brushes, flannels.    

 Years 5 and 6 – Toys - e.g. skipping ropes, cars, a doll etc. 

We will also need empty shoeboxes and Christmas wrapping paper.  You can also donate any items you have 
that are in very good condition and no longer used.  A small monetary donation of 50p to a £1 would be very 
gratefully received in order to help towards transport costs. 
Once all items are collected by the deadline day of Friday 18th November we are asking for a few parents / 
carers to volunteer to help wrap and fill the boxes with the possible help of some pupils.  Parents are also invited 
to visit the processing centre in Rayleigh. 

 

Parentmail Reminder. 

Just a reminder that all parents do need to be registered on Parentmail as this is our primary method of 
communication for both letters and information and also any emergency texts that need to be sent out.  We 
would also advise that parents do download the Parentmail App onto your phone. This means that emails sent out 
via Parentmail are flashed onto your screen - much like a text message – thus making this a more immediate form 
of communication should circumstances require it.  
 
Are you interested in 11+ Tutoring?  
At the last Parents’ Coffee morning, parents asked if the school could investigate 11+ provision for pupils at 
Westwood. This has now been done and expressions of interest are now required. What was immediately 
apparent is that the school would not provide this from it’s own resources: we target these towards the end of 
Key Stage assessments linked to the national curriculum, and will continue to do so, because these reflect the 
national curriculum to which we are committed. Also, for school staff to be involved in the provision is a conflict of 
interest so has not been considered.  
 
A local provider Kip McGrath has been approached with a view to providing an offer relating to a weekly 
session, located at the school. As part of the discussion, as offer was made to contribute to school funding from 
the fees; this was politely declined and suggested that it be offered to parents as a reduction to the cost of the 
sessions instead, which was agreed. The school will therefore provide accommodation only for sessions for the 
convenience of our pupils and parents so they do not have to travel elsewhere. Each session is staffed by two 
DBS checked tutors who, after an initial assessment, provide each pupil with an individualised programme of 
study, including all the resources required. The sessions could be run on a Tuesday after school, and with the 



agreed discount would cost £28.50 per pupil, per session. Kip McGrath say that they are happy to take pupils 
from year 3 through to year 5 should parents wish to pursue this opportunity.  
If you are interested in this provision or require further information, please contact the school office at Westwood 

so we can explore if the numbers make this feasible, by 11th November 2016.  

CLUBS 

New Street Dancing Club – Please note that there are still spaces available: 
We are pleased to announce that we have the opportunity to run a new Streetdancing Dance Club after school 
on a Friday. The club will be open for years 3-6  and will run from 3.30 to 4.30pm. There will be twenty spaces 
available and the spaces will be operated on a first come first served basis. This club will be run by Deanes and 
there are is no charge. Please return the Club Permissions slip available from the office if your child wishes to 
attend. The club will begins on Friday 4th November.  

 

TRIPS 

Year 3 Trip to the Iron Age Roundhouse – Thursday 10th November.  

With this trip now imminent, can we please advise parents to ensure your child is dressed warmly on this day; 
ideally incorporating lots of layers. Iron Age Roundhouses weren’t blessed with modern day heating methods and 
we would not like for the cold to hinder your child’s enjoyment of the day! Please provide your child with a 
packed lunch. We hope they all have an enjoyable and educational experience.  

 

Year 6 Trip. 

Parents of Year 6 children would have received a letter this week detailing their trip to Chelmsford Museum on 
the 7th December to support their work revolved around World War 1 and World War 2. The total cost of this 
trip is £17.85 and payment and permission for this trip is available on Parentmail. If we do not receive enough to 
cover the cost of this trip by Friday 18th November, then the trip will have to be cancelled. Please don’t forget to 
provide your child with a packed lunch on this day.  

 

PTFA News. 

:  Monday 7th November 7pm school library - we will be sorting the Festive Quiz details and Next Meeting
Winter Wonderland update 
 

Books of Winter Wonderland raffle tickets will be coming home in the book bags today. A book Raffle tickets: 
of tickets is £5 or £1 per ticket. Please RETURN any unsold tickets as we can sell them at the Winter Wonderland 
and make as much profit as possible! 
 

We raised over £200 from the advertising boards for the Winter Wonderland so a big Advertising Boards: 
thank you to all those who supported. 
 

Friday 18th November will be a dress down day, with donations for our chocolate tombola Dress down day: 
stall.  



 
We are delighted to be able to squeeze in one last Quiz to end the year with fun for the grown Festive Quiz : 

ups too! This will be held on Friday 18th November at the school, doors open at 7pm with the Quiz to start at 
8pm. Teams of up to 10; bring your own drinks and we will be asking each team to donate a raffle prize. This 
really popular event raises over £300 a time so we hope you can join us. 
 

We are delighted to announce that the PTFA will be funding some new books for the reception class. Reception: 
This is thanks to all the continued support in our fundraising efforts, so thank you, amazing team effort! 
 

This popular event raised a staggering £580!  That’s £60 more than last year, and everyone Halloween Disco: 
at the school is really grateful for all the hard work of all the volunteers in the PTFA for making this brilliant 
event such fun for our pupils.  Thank you! 

 

Any PTFA related business, please see Marnie Dukes or post via the Facebook PTFA page. Thank you.  

** For updates and more news on what we are doing, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook** 

School Calendar. 

4 November Bring Your Parent to School – 1.30-3pm. 

7 November School Photographers – Individual and group photos.  

7 November PTFA Meeting – 7pm school staffroom.  

8 November Foundation Stage Parent Workshop 2: Reading. 

9 November Open Morning for September 2017 admissions. 

11 November Parent Consultations. 

18 November Christmas Shoebox Appeal – donation deadline day. 

18 November PTFA Non-Uniform Day – Chocolate donations for the Winter Wonderland 
Chocolate Donation Stall.  

22 November Foundation Stage Parent Workshop 3: Writing. 

26 November Winter Wonderland 12-4pm. 

30 November Foundation Stage Parent Workshop 4: Maths. 

2 December Flu Immunisations.  

7 December Year 6 trip to Chelmsford Museum.  

13 December KS1 Pantomime Trip. 

15 December KS2 Pantomime Trip to the Cliffs Pavilion.  

16 December Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  

19 December Christmas Lunch. 

20  December Class Christmas Party.  

22 December – 4 
January 2017 

Christmas holidays.  

5 January Return to school after Christmas holidays.  

13-17 February Half Term.  

20 February Non-Pupil day.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 



29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

5 June Return to school after half term.  

21 July  Last day of summer term.  

  

  

  

 

 



  



 

 

  



 


