
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parking around Westwood Academy. 
 

We are lucky.  We have a school in an area that is very quiet, secluded and usually very safe.  A perfect environment 

for learning.  However, on a few occasions recently residents, parents and carers have felt the need to contact the school 

and voice strong concerns about the parking and driving of a small number of individuals.  In every case, we get these 

reports after they have happened and so have little idea who is involved. 
 

Recent building works at the school seem to have compounded this problem on at least one occasion.  Deliveries via large 

lorries have caused people to, according to parental accounts, mount the pavement where people are walking nearby.  

This is clearly dangerous.  Residents have recently reported that their drives have been blocked and even parked on – 

the close we share with others is home to several vulnerable people and so this is hugely unfair on them.  Staff have been 

unable to get into school on one occasion because somebody parked across the school gate and left their car there.  

These are the staff who are trying to get into school to educate and care for pupils: if they cannot get in, you can 

imagine the issues that this could cause. 
 

Quite simply I am asking that everyone that is part of the school community takes responsibility for keeping it as safe as 

possible.  Please don’t block our neighbours drives, or park on them.  Please do not park irresponsibly, across the school 

gate or on the double yellow lines.  If the close is busy, please do not drive onto the pavements where people are 

walking.  I have spoken to the contractors carrying out work at school to ensure that deliveries are outside peak hours 

where possible.  The building works will be finished shortly, reducing this complication. 
 

I am going to send a copy of this letter to every member of our school community in the hope that everyone is as 

concerned as I am about the safety of our pupils and others in the community.  Everyone has a responsibility to ensure 

that the area around the school is safe.  If you see anything that concerns you relating to parking or driving dangerously 

outside the school, the advice we have been given (and have included in our newsletter every week) is to call the non-

emergency police number to report the issue on 0300 333 4444. 
 

I will also send this letter to our local councillors, the local authority parking enforcement section and the Safer Essex Road 

Partnership to try to raise awareness of the issues and see if they can offer further help.  It is through trying to engage 

the support of others in the past that we now have an occasional visit from traffic wardens.  Hopefully, by reaching out 

again, we might be able to secure solutions to keep the area safe in the long term. 
 

If you feel that you would like to contact these agencies to add further weight to the issue, the email addresses you will 

need are: - 
 

Castle Point Victoria Ward Councillors: 

• Councillor Varker   cllr.pvarker@castlepoint.gov.uk 

• Councillor Riley   cllr.criley@castlepoint.gov.uk 

• Councillor Hart   cllr.shart@castlepoint.gov.uk 

Local Parking Enforcement:   parking@chelmsford.gov.uk 

Safer Essex Roads   SaferEssexRoads@essexhighways.org 
 

Again, it is only by everyone taking responsibility for the problem that we will solve it.  Hopefully, everyone will read this 

letter and understand the dangers that are being caused or will know what to do to report those who do not accept their 

responsibility towards keeping our community safe.  I genuinely hope that the issue can be turned around before there is 

an accident, because without responsibility being taken by everyone, it may only be a matter of time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

John Archer. 

Head Teacher. 

mailto:cllr.pvarker@castlepoint.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.criley@castlepoint.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.shart@castlepoint.gov.uk
mailto:parking@chelmsford.gov.uk
mailto:SaferEssexRoads@essexhighways.org
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Newsletter, 

3rd May 2019. 

Key dates this term. 

7-10 May Year 5 
Bikeability. 

w/c 13 May End of Key 
Stage 2 Assessments. 

20 May School Nurse 
Drop In session. 

20 May Year 6 
Chessington World 
Adventure. 

23 May Y3 Egyptian 
Day. 

24 May End of half-term. 

3 June Return to school. 

3 June Reception Sealife 
Centre. 

6 June Y5 Colchester Zoo 
trip. 

20 June PM Sports Day. 

25 June Plasticology 
Assembly and workshops. 

1-5 July Y6 Residential. 

 
    
 

   

 
 
 
In this newsletter: 

• Please Sign In/Morning 
Drop Off. 

• Parking Complaints. 

• Attendance. 

• Sports Day – 20 June 
2019. 

• Dinners – summer menu 

• School Nurse Drop In  

• Plasticology 
Assembly. 

• Healthy Lifestyles. 

• Woody’s dates. 

• Long hair – tie back. 

• Bikeability. 

• Reception Sealife 
Centre, date change. 

• Arrears. 

• Achievements. 

• PTFA News. 

 

Please sign in at the office if you need to enter the school premises. 

 
After Easter, unless there are specific arrangements agreed in advance for 
individual pupils, please drop your child/ren at gate or else come through the 
office in the morning.  Parents entering the school premises are required to sign 
in using our secure system.  Thank you for your cooperation in advance, it helps 
to keep our pupils safe. 
 
Attendance. 
Attendance this week was 97.14%. Regular attendance helps support the 
learning of the pupils.  Year 4 are this weeks winners at 99.64%  Great job 
year 4!  We expect pupils to be in school everyday, and aim for 97% 
attendance for the year. Well done and thank you to everyone who supports 
learning through great attendance. 
 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiW-Zr47bjhAhV78OAKHcY_BG8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://cognigen-cellular.com/explore/gate-clipart-school-gate/&psig=AOvVaw0O3opW23pPQ7HUZBlHQCtx&ust=1554550470712647
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Reminders.
 

 

Online Safety. 

Minimum Ages: 

Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and Facebook 

13 
Whatsapp, Tik Tok 

16 to register 

13 to use 

YouTube 

18 to register 

13 with parental 

permission. 

Click here for more online 
safety resources. 

 

PE Kits. 

We DO 
NOT keep 
spare kits 

at the school for PE.  
Please ensure that all 
pupils are provided with 
PE kit throughout the school 
year.  If there are any 
issues providing a PE kit, 
please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of 
them.  PE kit is part of the 
school uniform, details of 
which can be found here. 
 

 

 

 

Please remember snacks (we are nut free) and water bottles 
each day, as well as appropriate coats for cold weather and sun 
cream when it’s warm.  Thanks. 

Sports Day – 20 June 2019. 
Sports day this year will be on June 20th 2019 in the afternoon.  More 
details to follow, we wanted to let you know the confirmed date as soon 
as possible. 
 
School dinners – Summer Menu. 
School dinners is Week 3 from the Summer Menu, a copy can be seen 
here.   
 
School Nurse drop in. 
On 20 May, there will be an opportunity for parents to drop in to see 
the school nurse at the school from 9.00am.  This will be a chance to ask 
any questions about the health of your child/ren, with no appointment 
necessary. 
 
Plasticology Assembly. 
On 25th June the whole school will be visited by the Essex Wildlife Trust 
and will take part in an interactive assembly to learn about the problem 
of plastic in our environment.  
 
Healthy Lifestyles. 
We are promoting healthy lifestyles across the school. As well as 
encouraging the recommended 60 minutes of exercise we are also 
promoting healthiness by changing the snack rules at break time. The 
new expectations are as follows:  

• Fruit or vegetables only;  

• Food that has a 'green' or mostly 'green' label;  

• No foods with red labels i.e high in sugar and saturated fats.  

 
Thanks for your support in this: it is important that pupils learn healthy 
habits with exercise and nutrition early so that it can become a pattern 
through life. 
 
Woody’s Before and After School Club. 
Woody’s opening hours are 07.30-08.45 and 15.15-18.00. 
We cannot have any children attending Woody’s outside of these hours. 
There will be NO After School Club or Bridging Club on Friday 19th July 
and NO After School Club on the last day of term, Wednesday 24th 
July. 
 
Long hair. 
Just a reminder that ALL children with long hair should have their hair 
tied back for school.  

 
Bikeability. 
Reminder for any Year 5 children taking part in Bikeability, bikes and 
cycle helmets need to be bought into school on Tuesday 7th May. 
 
 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/SUMMER-19-MENUS.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU-OSrqO3hAhVGUxoKHTgSCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_57271242_smiling-water-plastic-bottle-cartoon-mascot-character-giving-a-thumb-up.html&psig=AOvVaw1EZIt1pdMxG8WAOQ0atExI&ust=1556352855347586
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If you have any out of school 
achievements that you would like 
mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: 
office@westwoodacademy.org. We 
love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up 
to!  Thank you. 

 

Parking and road safety outside 
school. 
Please park considerately if you 
need to drive to school.  We have a 
long history of good will from our 
neighbours and it is something that 
we hope will continue in the future.  
If parents have any concerns about 
dangerous parking or driving outside 
the school, call the non-emergency 
police number to report them on 

0300 333 4444.  It is 

essential that the pupils and their 
families are safe – please park and 
drive safely around the school.  
Thank you for your continued 
support. 

 
Reception Sealife Centre Trip. 
The date for the trip has changed from Tuesday 11th June to Monday 
3rd June. Please provide consent and pay via Parentmail. Many Thanks. 
 
Arrears for Woodys, Bridging Club and School Meals. 
Please ensure that all Woody’s, bridging club and school dinner money 
are paid up to date for the end of term.  Where significant arrears are 
built up, we will have to review the provision of the service if it is not 
sustainable.  If there are issues around arrears, please contact the office 
at the earliest possible opportunity. 
 
Achievements. 

One of our members of staff, Emma Warrington, 
and just completed her 2nd Marathon in 2 weeks! 
She has successfully overcome both the Brighton 
and London Marathon in order to raise money for 
JDRF and charity close to her heart who are 
committed to eradicating type 1 diabetes. We 
are so proud of her achievements! 
 
 

 

PTFA News. 
 
Westwood Family Camp Night 
Pitch £20 
Saturday 6th July 
More information to follow for this fantastic event  
 

 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZhoPagePfAhVFUxoKHRmjA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dadbloguk.com/my-mother-and-her-achievements/&psig=AOvVaw3M-3BWr_fZQE4i1LNn754L&ust=1547202791656503
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