
 
 

 Follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news. 
Find past newsletters on the website with lots of other information for parents. 

Newsletter – 26th May 2017.  
 
In this edition:  

 

 Return to school – 5th June 2017. 

 Attendance. 

 e-safety. 

 Changes to school times/terms. 

 School dinners.  

 Out of school achievements. 

 

 Sun Cream, Sun Hats and Water Bottles. 

 Outstanding dinner money and Woody’s fees. 

 Outstanding trip contributions. 

 Nursery News. 

 PTFA news. 

 School calendar of events. 
 
Return to school after half term. 

Have a happy, safe half term.  To confirm, we return to school on Monday 5th June 2017. 

 
Attendance. 
The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 95.61% over the past week.  Well done to 
Year 1 with 98.99%, winning the Attendance award this week.   
 

 
Today there were 27 pupils absent on the last day of term.  That is nearly 13% of the school and the highest 
figure we’ve seen in a long, long time.   

 

 
By Law, all children of compulsory school age must receive suitable full-time education. It is an offence if a parent fails 
to ensure that their children attend school regularly, even if they are missing school without the parent’s knowledge. In 
such circumstances there is a risk of being issued with a penalty notice or being taken to court.  A penalty notice of £60 
may be issued by the Local Authority as an alternative to prosecution.  This rises to £120 if unpaid after 21 days.  
Failure to pay can lead to prosecution and a fine of up to £2,500 and/or imprisonment for failing to ensure that their 
child attends school regularly. 
 
Our most recent advice from Essex County Council is that given the clarification of the Isle of Wight attendance 
case, they are now being much more pro-active in issuing penalty notices for term time absence. 
 

 
The class with the best attendance each half-term get afternoon tea with Mr Archer.  This 
half-term it’s a second win for 1R.  Afternoon tea or a picnic with Mr Archer next half 
term for the year ones to celebrate their school leading attendance – invitations to follow. 

 

  

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


e-safety tip of the week. 
 
#1: Set boundaries in the online world just as you would in the real world. 

 
Lots of consoles (such as PS4 and X-Box) give users the ability to play games online and communicate – please be 
aware of who your child is playing with and communicating with (and what they are saying), and that the games 
played are appropriate for their age. 

 
Check out our e-safety advice and resources on our website at: http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-
safety/  
 
Changes to school times/terms. 
Letters were sent out this morning explaining that Directors of the Trust this week agreed to changes in the school 
term and times for 2017-18.  Now that a decision has been made, each school in the Trust will plan and 
implement the changes needed to our arrangements – we will keep you updated in the final term as these 
changes develop. 
 
An enquiry from a parent today requested the result of the parent consultation.  The results for individual schools 
and across the Trust as a whole of this part of the consultation was as follows: 
 

 
October Half Term Friday 1.30 

Bardfield Academy 88.0% 82.1% 

Parkwood Academy 83.9% 84.8% 

Westwood Academy 73.3% 62.1% 

Winter Gardens Academy 83.0% 68.2% 

WHOLE SOUTH ESSEX ACADEMY TRUST 81.1% 71.8% 

 
School dinners. 
Next week, the dinner menu when we come back will be Week 1.  Our menus can be found here. 
 
Out of School Achievements. 
Lots of achievements this week! 
 
Well done to Abbie Wood 2F who gained her British Gymnastics level 8 in proficiency awards. 
 
On Saturday May 20th Ella Turnbull 6D successfully climbed Snowdon. She achieved this feat with her mum and 
dad.  The Combined ascent and descent took 5 hours. Unfortunately the weather was poor with driving rain, sleet 
and hailstones for much of the trek. During the descent Ella helped her father rescue a sheep that had trapped it's 
foot in a rock crevice. It was a very hard trek when considering how bad the weather was but all credit to Ella 
who braved the conditions to complete the challenge. 
 
Hollie Benjamin RA achieved her level 7 proficiency award in gymnastics. She also took part in her first 
competition and did great!! 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
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Congratulations to James Ballard 3B. He made his first holy communion on Saturday. He has been working hard 
all year and his family are very proud of him. 

 
Leo Drackett 3B started Ballroom and Latin dancing just over 3 months ago, and was entered into a National 
competition at Herne Bay on Sunday 14th May.  He managed to come home with 3 medals and a trophy for his 
dancing!  
 
Verity Van Berkum 4SC passed her GB Bronze certificates in Vault and Floor. She also competed in the year 4 
gymnastics competition at Basildon Sporting village and achieved a gold Certificate in Vault and silver certificates 
in Floor and Trampoline. Livia van Berkum in 6D competed in the year 6 gymnastics competition and achieved 
silver certificates in Floor and Vault and bronze in Trampoline. Livia is working towards her GB Gold awards in all 
disciplines. 
 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. 
Thank you. 
 
Sun Cream, Sun Hats and Water Bottles. 
When the weather is hot and sunny PLEASE ensure all children are protected with a high factor sun 
cream that is applied before school and bring a sun hat to wear when playing outside.  
 
Also, please send your child to school with a named water bottle that can be kept in the classroom to 
avoid time being wasted with children coming to the office for a drink.  Many thanks. 
 
Outstanding dinner money and Woody’s fees. 
Please ensure outstanding dinner money or Woody’s fees are paid up to date.  Many Thanks. 
 
Outstanding trip contributions. 
Please ensure outstanding trip contributions are paid online via ParentmailPMX before the date specified in the 
trip letter.  We calculate the cost of trips based on all parents contributing.  In line with the Education Reform Act, 
no child will be excluded through inability to pay.  However, if insufficient contributions are received, the trip will 
be considered unviable and cancelled.  Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Nursery News. 
Now that the weather is getting warmer please ensure that you have applied sun cream to your child and that 
they have a named sun hat with them before their session begins. 
After half term could all the children that will be starting reception in September start to wear full school uniform 
(in accordance to the school they will be attending) and bring in a PE kit in a PE bag (this includes plimsols, PE 
shorts and a T-Shirt).  This will form part of school readiness where the children can practice getting changed for 
PE lessons and therefore developing the self-care skills needed to do this and we will run a short PE session with 
them on the field.  Please note that this will only be required on a Monday and Thursday morning. 
Thank you for all your continued support with your children’s learning.  Have a lovely half term. 

  

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
http://cliparting.com/free-water-clip-art-27250/


PTFA NEWS.  
 

For updates and more PTFA news, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook.   

Please note that this page is intended for the use of PTFA members to organise and promote events for 
fundraising.  It is not monitored by the school, so if there are any other issues or questions that you 
would like to discuss, please contact the school directly.  Thank you. 
 

 

 Father’s Day Activity will be held in the big hall on Monday 12th June, lots of volunteers needed please. 

 Inflatable day 14th July, wristbands will be on sale from the office after half term. 

 No ice lolly sales this week as there has been no volunteers to man the stall. 

 3 teams left for our fabulous quiz night, hosted by Mr Archer. 

 HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY. 
 

School Calendar. 
 

29 May – 2 June HALF TERM. 

5 June Return to school after half term. 
9 June PTFA Quiz Night 

14 June Year 2 Belfairs Trip. 

21 June  Parents Coffee Morning 9-10am. 

14 July Inflatables Afternoon 3.30-6.30 

21 July  Last day of summer term. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147129948666608/

