
 

 
See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news.  

Previous newsletters can also be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for parents. 
 

Newsletter – 25th November 2016. 

In this edition:  
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 E-Safety. 

 Out of school achievements.  

 Winter Wonderland.   

 Text Number to report absences.  

 Clarification around lateness. 

 Reception Christmas Performance. 

 Flu Immunisation Reminder.  

 Community Cohesion Concert for Year 4. 

 Billy Elliott at King John School.  

  
 

 Christmas Jumper Day.  

 Decoration Morning.  

 Staff Car Park.  

 First Aid Reminder – Years 4, 5 & 6. 

 Clubs 

 Trips 

 PTFA News. 

 School Calendar of Events.  
KS1 Decoration Reply Slip.  
Winter Wonderland Poster. 

Attendance. 
The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 94.9% over the last week. Well done 3B 
with 98.52% attendance. 
 
e-safety tip of the week. 
 
Please help to keep your child safe online. 
Keeping personal information safe is a key part of e-safety: as our e-safety workshop in May showed, if a child 
discloses their’ name online, it can be used for a number of things by people you would rather not have involved 
in your children’s lives.  There are a number of social media apps that appeal to children, with the lure of 
“friends” and “likes” and the glamour of being an e-celebrity.  How can you help keep your child e-safe?  Each 
week in the newsletter we publish an e-safety tip, and they are a great place to start (even things as simple as 
making sure you know what your children do with technology by keeping it out of their’ bedroom), as is our 
website which has lots of e-safety resources.  However, there is something you can do now! 
 
If you could spend a couple of minutes checking in the major apps to see if your child/ren have a digital 
presence, and if they have disclosed details like their’ name, where they live (or if wearing their school uniform – 
that could be a major clue to somebody), and what sort of things they are doing (are they posting 18 rated 
games on there?  Is their’ language and dress appropriate?  Are you aware that they may be posting themselves 
online?), then that would massively help to keep them safe.  If they do have an account with any of these, as the 
minimum age is 13, deleting it would be a sound way of helping to keep them e-safe. 
Sites to try first might be: youtube, facebook, twitter, instagram. 
It is likely that there will be no concerns.  We invest lots of time and effort in teaching pupils about e-
safety.  However, only through determination and working together can we ensure that our children are 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


safer.  Please spend a few minutes making sure that there is not personal information easily available online that 
could cause vulnerability.  Thank you. 
 
Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the resources and advice about e-safety on our 
website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/  
 
Out of School Achievements. 
We had news recently that Ella Turnbull passed her 11+.   We are all very proud of her here at Westwood 
Academy, as are her family too. We wish Ella the best of luck once she leaves Westwood next summer and know 
Ella is extremely excited at the prospect of attending a grammar school. 
 
A second achievement this week with brothers Jamie and Freddie Williamson (respectively in classes 3B and 1R) 
both receiving their red belts in Ju Jitsu last weekend. Well done boys! Another marvellous achievement from 
more of our talented pupils.  
 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday 
publication date. Thank you.  
 
Winter Wonderland.  
We hope to welcome many of you to tomorrow’s PTFA Winter Wonderland Event here at the school 12-4pm. 

Please support this amazing event which guarantees fun for the children; an injection of Christmas spirit for all 

and, ultimately, raises funds for our school, your children. Please see the PTFA News at the end of this newsletter.  

Text Number to report absences.  

Some absences are still being reported by text. Since we have changed our texting service to Parentmail, we no 

longer hold this number so could we please ask you to call the school and choose option one to leave a reason 

for absence on our answerphone or, there is an absence option through the Parentmail app. Please do remember 

that should we not have a reason for your child’s absence, it may be recorded as unauthorised which could result 

in a fine. Many Thanks.  

Clarification around lateness.  
Included in our latest attendance policy is a clarification around lateness.  Each day the registers will close 15 
minutes after the start of each session (school starts at 9:00am and 1:10am).  Pupils arriving after this time 
without prior, appropriate arrangements will be recorded as present, but as an "unauthorised late".  This follows 
advice from Essex County Council to reduce persistent lateness, and unauthorised late marks will be totalled 

along with unauthorised leave of absence, which may lead to penalty notices or prosecution. 

Reception Christmas Production – 16th December at 2pm.  

This year Reception will taking part in a performance on the 16th December at 2pm. Celebrating Christmas, ticket 

details to follow.  

Flu Reminder.  

A reminder that the Flu immunisation programme will take place next Friday, 2nd December.  
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Batic Carol Concert Year 4.  

Twenty two year 4 children are joining other local schools to take part in a community Carol service at Holy 

Family Church in Benfleet on Wednesday 7th December. We will be travelling by coach to Holy Family during 

school time. Unfortunately, this is not an event at which parents can attend.   

Billy Elliott at King John School.  

KS2 children have been kindly invited to The King John School on Monday 5th December to watch their 

production of Billy Elliott. We will walk there in the course of the morning and the children will return in time to 

eat their lunch back here at Westwood. We are sure they will enjoy the performance whilst gaining an insight 

into the drama facilities at one of our local secondary schools. 

Christmas Jumper Day – 16th December.  

Westwood Academy is proud to support ‘Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day’. It might seem silly, but by 

popping on a pullover on Friday 16 December and each donating £1 to Save the Children, you could help solve 

some very serious problems - and save children's lives around the world.  

Decoration Morning for KS1 – 19th December.  

We are delighted to invite parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 parents for a Christmas decoration morning 

on Monday 19th December. You will be working alongside the children to help them make Christmas decorations 

to take home. The session will start at 9.15 and will finish for the children’s break at 10.30, when teas, coffees 

and mince pies will be served for parents in the small hall. We hope you can join us for this festive, fun morning. 

Please return the reply slip at the end of this newsletter.  

We wish to thank the PTFA for funding this annual event for us. 

Staff Car Park.  

The staff car park gates are broken at the moment and new ones are being made.  Please remember that this 

car park is just for staff and must not be used for parents either for parking or using Woody’s. Thank you for 

your cooperation with this.  

First Aid Reminder – Years 4, 5 and 6.   NEXT WEEK! 

A reminder that years 4, 5 and 6 have First Aid courses booked for the 30th  November and the 1st and 2nd  of 

December. If parents haven’t already, could you please contribute £3.78 via Parentmail.  Thank you. 

CLUBS. 
 
Street Dancing.  
Please remember that there will be no street dancing tonight. This is due to the preparation for tomorrow’s  
Winter Wonderland taking part in both halls.  
 
Mad Science.  
Just a reminder that this class has now finished. We hope the children enjoyed the sessions and found them both 
informative and fun.  



TRIPS. 
 

Year 6 Trip – URGENT PAYMENT REMINDER.  
A reminder of the Year 6 trip Chelmsford Museum on the 7th December to support work revolved around World 
War 1 and World War 2. The total cost of this trip is £17.85 and payment and permission for this trip is 
available on Parentmail. If we do not receive enough to cover the cost of this trip by Friday 18th November, then 
the trip will be cancelled. Please don’t forget to provide your child with a packed lunch on this day.  

 
PTFA News. 
Cakes, cakes and more cakes…. 
If you haven’t had a chance to bring in cakes for the winter wonderland please bring them along with you to the 
event tomorrow. Every cake will help raise as much money as possible on this really popular stall. We are sorry 
for the late notice, but we also know how generous you are! 
 
Winter Wonderland: 
We will be putting together the stalls, decorating the halls, setting up the grotto, crafting the elves workshop and 
lots more from 2:15 this afternoon. If you’re about and can spare an hour to get stuck in, please, please do join 
us - we want to make it look amazing for the children!  We will be setting up the second hall from 6pm and it 
really will be all hands on deck. 
 
Christmas Decoration Morning:  
We are delighted to be donating £150 for the KS1 Christmas Decoration Morning. It is always a really 
enjoyable morning and the children enjoy these activities in the Christmas run up. Monies raised at last week’s 
fantastic Festive Quiz will go towards the costs. 
 
Festive Quiz:  
A big thanks to everyone for supporting the Festive Quiz last week - over £370 profit was raised! Amazing team 
effort once again, with thanks to Hannah Christon for overseeing the event on the night, and our step-in Quiz 
master Peter! 
 

 
  
Any PTFA related business, please see Marnie Dukes or post via the Facebook PTFA page. Thank you.  
 
** For updates and more news on what we are doing, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook** 

 
 
 
 
 
 



School Calendar. 
26 November Winter Wonderland 12-4pm. 

30 November Foundation Stage Parent Workshop 4: Maths. 

30 November First Aid – Year 5. 

1 December First Aid – Year 6 

2 December First Aid – Year 4.  

2 December Flu Immunisations.  

5 December KS2 to visit King John School to see Billy Elliott.  

7 December Y4 BATIC Christmas Carol Concert. 

7 December Year 6 trip to Chelmsford Museum.  

8 December The Echo to take Y1 and Y2 Christmas Performance photos.  

8 December Parents Christmas Choir Performance – 2.30-3pm.  

12 December KS2 Christmas Carol Concert – King John School 5-6pm. 

13 December KS1 Pantomime Trip. 

15 December KS1 Christmas Production for Parents – 2pm and 5pm.  

15 December KS2 Pantomime Trip to the Cliffs Pavilion.  

16 December Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  

16 December Reception Christmas Production 2pm.  

16 December Exhibition Evening.  

19 December Christmas Lunch. 

19 December Reception and KS1 Decoration morning.  

20  December Class Christmas Party.  

21 December Christingle at church.  

21 December Westwood Traditional Games Day! 

22 December – 4 
January 2017 

Christmas holidays.  

5 January Return to school after Christmas holidays.  

13-17 February Half Term.  

20 February Non-Pupil day.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 

29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

5 June Return to school after half term.  

21 July  Last day of summer term.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 

29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

21 July Last day of the academic year. 

 



 

 

 

                                       

                                    KS1 Decoration Morning – Monday 19th December 2016. 

 

Child’s name:…………………………………………………….Class:…………………… 

I would like to join you for KS1 Decoration Morning on Monday 19th December 2016. 

 

Name:…………………………………………….Signed:………………………………… 

 



 


