
 
 

 Follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news. 
Find past newsletters on the website with lots of other information for parents. 

 

2017 
26 September Reception starters photo published in the Echo. 

29 September (Corrected) Parental consultation group meeting 9.00. 

4 October  Parents Coffee Morning 9.00 

5 October Flu immunisations. 

5 October (NEW) Winnie The Pooh lunch. 

9 October  Year 4 trip to Colchester Castle. 

10 October Autumn Term Parent Consultations (School closes 1.30). 

11 October Open Morning for Parents of September 2018 starters (9.30-11.30). 

16-27 October  Half term. 

31 October (NEW) Secondary School Applications due in today with Essex County Council. 

3 November PTFA Fancy Dress Discos. 

6 November School Photographer, Individual photos. 

7 November Year 3 trip to Hadleigh Country Park – Stone Age. 

10 November Open Morning for Parents of September 2018 starters (9.30-11.30). 

17 November (NEW) Dress Down Day, Chocolate Donations for PTFA. 

23 November Autumn Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

25 November PTFA Winter Wonderland. 2.30-5.30 

7 December (NEW) PTFA funded Christmas Pantomime in school. 

14 December  KS1 Christmas Production 2.00 (Family performance) 5.30 (Parent/carers only). 

19 December  KS1 Christmas Decoration Morning. 

20 December (NEW) Christingle Service at Hadleigh Baptist Church and last day of term. 

2018 
21 December – 1st January School closed. 

12-16 February Half term. 

20 February Spring Term Parent Consultations (School closes 1.30). 

28 March Spring Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

30 March – 15 April School closed. 

28 May – 1 June Half term. 

7 June  Sports Day (Provisional) KS1 AM, KS2 PM 

27 June Summer Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

17 July Annual Report Parent Consultation (School closes 1.30). 

20 July  Last day of school year. 

23 July – 3 September School closed. 

4 September  New school year begins. 
Please note that dates are provided in advance to try end ensure that communication is as efficient as possible, but may be subject to change.  Where possible, the school will try to stick to all indicated dates. 

 

Coming up in the next fortnight… 
 
26th September  Reception starters photo published in the Echo. 
29th September  Parental consultation group meeting 9.00. 
4th October   Parents Coffee Morning 9.00. 
5th October   Flu Immunisations. 
5th October   Themed lunch – Winnie the Pooh. 

 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


  

Newsletter – 22nd September 2017. 
 
In this edition:  

• Calender/Coming Up... 

• Attendance. 

• Term time holiday procedure. 

• Y4 visit to Colchester Castle 
update. 

• E-safety tip of the week. 

• Applications for reception and 
Secondary Schools 2018-19. 

• Young Voices 2018 tickets. 

• The Daily Mile. 

• Out of school achievements. 

• Parental Consultation Group. 
School dinner menus. 

• Friday afternoon Woody’s club. 

• Water bottles. 

• PTFA (PANTOMIME NEWS!). 

• Winnie the Pooh lunch. 

• Deanes Dodgeball Club. 

• Deanes Open day. 

 
Attendance. 
We expect pupils to be in school everyday.  Our change of term times in October has been designed to help reduce 
unauthorised absence caused by holidays, and the Trust attendance policy clearly states we will work with Essex County 
Council to implement fines where holidays are not authorised, or where we suspect that they are taken during term time.  
We consider both good attendance and punctuality to be lifelong skills that we help to develop at school, that are 
essential in all careers that our pupils will go onto in later life. 

 

This week the school achieved 98.77% attendance – that’s 3 weeks of very high attendance 

– thank you.   Best attendance this week?  Another 100%!  Well done 5W. 
 
Best attendance each half term gets afternoon tea laid on! 

 
 
Term Time Holiday Procedures. 
Government guidance advises that schools SHOULD NOT AUTHORISE ANY TERM TIME ABSENCES.  If you feel that 
exceptional circumstances apply, you can complete a leave of absence request form, available from the office.  Essex 
County Council have asked the school to advise parents of the following: 
 

By law, all children of compulsory school age must receive suitable full-time education.  As a parent you are committing an offence if you fail 
to make sure that your child attends school regularly, even if they are missing school without your knowledge.  You run the risk of being 
issued with a penalty notice or being taken to court.  A penalty notice of £60 may be issued by the LA as an alternative to prosecution.  This 
rises to £120 if unpaid after 21 days.  Failure to pay will lead to prosecution.  Parents can be fined up to £2,500 and/or imprisoned for 
failing to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 

 
Y4 visit to Colchester Castle update. 
Thank you for all the contributions received for the Colchester Castle trip so far.  To be clear, the trip will be cancelled at 
the end of today unless enough contributions are made as the school is not in a position to subsidise trips and visits as it 
has done in the past.  Please discuss this matter with the office if there are any concerns about payment. 

 
Y6 residential trip update. 
For year 6 pupils who would like to attend the residential trip next year, a £40 deposit needs to be paid by the end of 
today otherwise the trip is highly likely to be cancelled because we have yet to meet the minimum required number.  
Please discuss this matter with the office if there are any concerns about payment if you have not done so already. 

 
e-safety tip of the week 
 

#2: Be involved in your child’s online life. 
 

Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on our 
website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/ 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjW-rjKqpXWAhWJOBQKHchOC9QQjRwIBw&url=https://www.buyagift.co.uk/food-and-drink/traditional-afternoon-tea-for-two-at-whittlebury-hall-br-10722031.aspx&psig=AFQjCNFNLhIxeRKfykYBIqp5lhZ_ewKeZQ&ust=1504951285118643


  

Admissions to reception and secondary schools 
Please see below information from Essex County Council detailing how to apply for places in Secondary Schools for 2018-
19 which must be completed by 31st October 2017, and reception places which can be done from 13th November 2017:- 
 

As you may be aware, the new secondary school admission round opened on Tuesday 12 September 2017, for 
parents of current Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2018. 
 
The statutory national closing date for applications is 31st October 2017. 
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 98% of parents in Essex applied online last year. 
 
The website also has a copy of the Secondary Education in Essex 2018-19 booklet which contains details of all 
secondary school admission policies. I provide a link to the booklet below. 
 
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Documents/econdary_Admissions_Booklet.pdf 
 
I know that parents will often contact schools with enquiries and I hope this note is helpful in referring you the 
information available on the website. 
 
Finally, although the primary (Reception) admission round for September 2018 does not open until 13 November 
2017 (that is the date from which applications can be made for Reception 2018-19), the relevant booklets have been 
published and are on the webpage below: 
 
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Pages/Primary-and-Secondary-Education-in-
Essex.aspx 

 
Young Voices 2018 – time to buy tickets is running out! 
Year 5 children have the opportunity to sing as part of the Young Voices Choir at The O2 Arena on Thursday 1st February 
2018. You should of received an order form & permission slip last week, if you wish to order tickets please complete the 
form as the last day for ordering is Friday 6th October. We have spare order forms in the office if you need a 
replacement. 
 

Daily Mile. 
We have begun rolling out the Daily Mile in school today – well done year 5 for your great effort.  Nice to see Mr Clark 
getting involved and taking part too.  This will be rolled out across the school over the coming months.  More details can be 
found at http://thedailymile.co.uk/ 

 
Out of School Achievements. 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, please 
email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. Thank you.  

 
Parental Survey 2017.  
In July 2017, we asked parents and carers to complete a short questionnaire about the school.  As promised previously, 
here are the results:- 
 
My child feels safe and happy at this school and is well looked after 100% 
The school ensures pupils are well behaved    100% 
The school is actively trying to improve attendance   100% 
My child is taught well and makes good progress    100% 
This school deals effectively with bullying     96% 
I would recommend this school to another parent    100% 
This school is well led and managed     98% 
This school responds well to any concern I raise    92% 
My child receives appropriate homework for their age   100% 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Documents/econdary_Admissions_Booklet.pdf
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Pages/Primary-and-Secondary-Education-in-Essex.aspx
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Pages/Primary-and-Secondary-Education-in-Essex.aspx
http://thedailymile.co.uk/
mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org


  

 
As stated in previous newsletters, along with the above information and some of the comments received, we are focused on 
improving communications.  Thank you for the many positive comments made also, they are much appreciated. 
 

Parental Consultation Group representative for Reception.  
Each class is represented by a parent in our PCG – a group that meets once a term to consult about the school.  We have 
a vacancy in Reception as the new class has started – anyone that is interested in being a member of our PCG and helping 
with the governance of the school, please can you give an expression of interest at the office.  Thank you. 
 
Our first PCG meeting of the year will be held on Friday 29th September 2017 at 9.00am.  Paperwork will be sent to the 
members of the group next week. 
 

School dinners. 
The dinner menu next week will be Week 1.  Our menus can be found here. 

 
Friday Afternoon Woodys Club. 
Parents wishing to use the Friday afternoon Woody’s club will need to register their’ children with the office beforehand 
(along with details of collection arrangements), and confirm each week before the office closes on Wednesday that they 

will need a place so that we can ensure appropriate staffing is available.  To be clear, we cannot guarantee a 
space will be available if bookings are not made/confirmed by Wednesday.  Late 

pickup from Friday afternoon Woody’s will incur a regular Woody’s after school club fee. 
 
Water Bottles. 
Please send your child to school with a named water bottle that can be kept in the classroom to avoid time 
being wasted with children coming to the office for a drink.  Many thanks. 
 
 

  

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
http://cliparting.com/free-water-clip-art-27250/


  

PTFA NEWS 
 

For updates and more PTFA news, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook.   
Please note that this page is intended for the use of PTFA members to organise and promote events for 
fundraising.  It is not monitored by the school, so if there are any other issues or questions that you would 
like to discuss, please contact the school directly.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
A special thank you to Karen Johnston for her support and hard work for the PTFA, 13 years to be precise! Karen has 
decided to step down from the PTFA, she will be sorely missed.  Thanks again. 
 
Fancy dress discos - Friday 3rd November tickets £4 in advance available from the school office or £5 on the door. 
Nursery, Reception & KS1 2:30-4pm and KS2 4:30-6pm, tickets will be on sale next week for this fun event! We will need 
parent helpers for both discos so please do let us know if you can help out. 
 
Dress Down Day - Friday 17th November We are asking for chocolate donations for the tombola stall at Winter 
Wonderland – this always raises a great amount of money for the school so donations are gratefully received. 
 
Pantomime - the PTFA are delighted to announce that we will be funding a fantastic pantomime for the whole school, there 
will be two different performances, one for early years and key stage 1, the other for key stage 2 and more details will 
be released from the school in coming weeks, but there is a provisional booking of 7th December. The pantomime will be 
held at Westwood and looks set to be an amazing production! Thanks to your continued fundraising support we are able 
to pay for such events for the children to enjoy. 
 
Carols by Candlelight, Winter Wonderland Saturday 25th November 2:30-5:30pm.  A magical festive event for all the 
family to enjoy, Elves Workshop, Santa's Grotto, Letters to Father Christmas, Hot Food, Games Stalls, Chocolate Tombola, 
Christmas Hot Chocolates, Mother Christmas Cake stall and much more including, delightful Candlelight Carols in the school 
playgrounds to light the Westwood Trees. A great start to the festive season... 
 
Thanks to everyone that helps to raise money for the school.  You are all Westwood Heroes… 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147129948666608/


  

  



  

 
 
  



  

 


