
 
 

 
See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news.  

Previous newsletters can also be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for parents. 
 

 
Newsletter – 21st April 2017.  Welcome back to the summer term! 

 
In this edition:  
 

 Attendance and awareness. 

 e-safety. 

 e-safety alert – The Blue Whale Game. 

 Out of school achievements.  

 School Dinners.  

 

 Gym Trail. 

 Swimming. 

 Deanes Sports Clubs. 

 PTFA News. 

 School Calendar of Events. 
 

Attendance. 
The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 95.69% over the past week. Well done to 
Year 4 & Year 6 both with 97.78%, sharing the Attendance award this week.   
 
The class with the best attendance each half term get afternoon tea with Mr Archer. Last half terms winners were 
1R – well done, invitations are being prepared, scones will be baked, jam and cream will be spread.  
 
Attendance awareness. 
By Law, all children of compulsory school age must receive suitable full-time education. It is an offence if a parent 
fails to ensure that their children attend school regularly, even if they are missing school without the parent’s 
knowledge. In such circumstances there is a risk of being issued with a penalty notice or being taken to court.  A 
penalty notice of £60 may be issued by the Local Authority as an alternative to prosecution.  This rises to £120 if 
unpaid after 21 days.  Failure to pay can lead to prosecution and a fine of up to £2,500 and/or imprisonment 
for failing to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 
 
e-safety tip of the week. 
 

#5: Emphasise that not everyone is who they say online.  
 

Check out our e-safety advice and resources on our website at: http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-
safety/  
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e-safety alert. 
We have become aware of a game through a local secondary school, discovered through the police that we feel 
you should know about as parents.  Whilst it potentially impacts on older children more, we felt that it would be 
worth raising awareness of the issue.  We have a duty of care to our pupils and are striving to do all we can to 
ensure that you are given the latest information to help safeguard them both now and in the future.  
 
It is called The Blue Whale Game and is played via many social media platforms. Players are given a master 
who controls them for 50 days and each day they are given a task to complete. One task might be to wake up 
in the middle of the night and they steadily escalate with another task being for them to scratch a blue whale 
somewhere on their body. On the 50th day the masters behind the game instructs the young people to commit 
suicide and tragically across the world, some have done this.  
 
Having an awareness of what your children are doing online obviously helps identify threats like this or gives you 
peace of mind that they are using the web responsibly and safely.  It is an area we focus on in school constantly 
to build the skills necessary among our pupils to stay safe in the digital age.  Every week in our newsletter we 
provide tips to help you ensure that your children are safe online, and our website contains lots of resources to 
aid you in this, which you can find here. 
 
Out of School Achievements. 

Mr Archer dragged himself around the 26.2 mile Brighton marathon 
course in the Easter holidays, on the hottest day of the year...  The heat 
and cramp for 8 miles slowed him down from miles 16-24, but he gave 
the leaders a real run for their money, coming in a narrow three and a 
half hours behind them in 5:32:12. 
 
Genuine thanks to everyone who sponsored him!  So far, £557.20 has 
been raised for projects at Westwood which is truly appreciated.  If 
you would like to sponsor him still, you can do so at: 
 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/runmrarcher 
 
One of our MDAs and parents, Mrs Warrington also completed the 
same marathon – a fantastic achievement from a seasoned Brighton 
Marathon regular – well done. 
 

If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, 
please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. 
Thank you.  
 
School Dinners. 
Next week dinners will be Week 2.  
 
Gym Trail. 
Gym trail sessions recommence before school on Tuesday 25th April.  
 
Swimming. 
Swimming for year 4 starts on Friday 28th April. 
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Deanes Sports Clubs. 
There are still a few spaces left for the different clubs run by Deanes, if anybody is interested please see the 
school office. 
 
PTFA NEWS.  

Welcome back from PTFA. We will let you know dates for 
upcoming events asap. 
 

Ice lolly sales start next week! 
 
** For updates and more news on what we are doing, please 
join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook* 
 

 
 
 

School Calendar. 
 

28th April Year 4 swimming starts. 

24th May Year 4 Egyptian Day. 

29 May – 2 June HALF TERM. 

5 June Return to school after half term. 

9 June PTFA Quiz Night 

14 June Year 2 Belfairs Trip. 

21 June  Parents Coffee Morning 9-10am. 

21 July  Last day of summer term. 
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