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Newsletter – 16th September 2016. 

Attendance. 

The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 98.79% over the last week. A brilliant 

start to the year once more and a massive well done to 2F who have achieved 100% for the second week in a  

row, winning the attendance giraffe for their class. Well done 2F! 

e-safety tip of the week. 

#1: Set boundaries in the online world just as you would in the real world.   

Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on 

our website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/ 

Out of School Achievements. 

If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday 
publication date. Thank you.  

 

Drawing Competition! 

At Westwood we organise the children and staff into houses, of which there are four, aligned to the same houses 

used at Deanes, named after Greek Gods:- 

 Aphrodite - the Goddess of love and beauty (red); 

 Athena - the Goddess of wisdom and courage (green); 

 Apollo - wisdom, poetry and music (yellow); 

 Poseidon - the ruler of the seas (blue). 

We are currently creating a new display in the hall.  We will use it each week in merit assembly, to update 

about who has won the most house points.  As with all things at Westwood, we would much rather see the 

children's work up than a picture of a God printed off of Google.  So we are having a competition! 

Here are the steps:- 
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Make sure you know which house you are in. 

 On a piece of paper NO BIGGER THAN A3, create your image of your house's namesake 
(Aphrodite, Athena, Apollo or Poseidon). 

 Use careful, amazing colours because the winners will be displayed in the hall all year and 
will need to be eye catching. 

 Hand your entry into your Year 6 House Captains by no later than LUNCHTIME on FRIDAY 7th 
OCTOBER. 

 House Captains will pick the winner for each house, will create the new display, and the 
successful member of each house will earn 50 HOUSE POINTS!  Every entry handed in on time 
is guaranteed to get at least 1 house point. 

To make it more interesting, let’s see if you can beat the staff.  Mr. Archer fancies himself as a bit of an artist - 

can you beat his Aphrodite?  (The answer will definitely be yes!)  We are looking forward to seeing your 

amazing art... 

Jeans for Genes Day – Friday 23rd September.  

As a school we will be supporting ‘Jeans for Genes’ day this year by encouraging children to wear jeans to 

school on Friday 23rd September and making a voluntary donation of £1. This fundraising day is to help raise 

money for thousands of children with genetic disorders across the UK; a very worthy cause. Children will NOT be 

expected to wear school uniform with their jeans.   

NSPCC Assembly. 

You will have received a separate letter via Parentmail earlier today detailing this event, to be held next Friday 

23rd September. This will be followed by a special workshop for years 5 and 6 working on the themes introduced 

by the assembly. 

CLUBS. 

Science Club. 

The children appeared to really enjoy the Science Assembly, run by Mad Science, earlier this week. You may 

have heard your children talk of explosions as they were enthralled by the spectacle. Coming home with your 

children today will be a registration leaflet detailing the club which will be on a Monday after school at 3.30pm. 

This club will only run if numbers support it.   

General. 

Gardening Club recommences this week. There has also been a change to Years 5 & 6 Football lunchtime club 

which has moved to Thursday lunchtimes due to swimming.  Please see the following timetable. This information is 

also available on our website. Keep an eye on future newsletters as more clubs become available.  
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DAY TIME CLUB YEAR COST LEADER 

Monday 12.10-1.10 Homework Club YR-Y6 No cost Mrs Tong 

 15.30-16.30 Football Club Y5-Y6 No cost Mr Reynolds 

      

Tuesday 12.10-1.10 ChromeBook Club 

* 

Y1-Y6 No cost  Mrs Tong 

 12.15 – 1.00 Tennis Club YR-Y2 Cost involved Deanes 

 3.15-4.15 Football Club Y1-Y2 

Y3-Y4 

Cost involved Deanes 

      

Wednesday 8.15-8.45 Library Club YR-Y6 No cost Mr Archer 

 12.10-1.10  Lego Club * Y1-Y6 No cost Mrs Tong 

 12.15-1.00 Basketball Y4-Y6 Cost involved Deanes 

 3.30-4.45 Gardening Club Y3-Y6 No cost  Mrs Scarisbrick 

 3.15-4.15 Tag Rugby Y2-Y3 Cost involved Deanes 

      

Thursday 3.30-4.30 Choir  YR-Y6 No Cost Mr Stanley 

 12.15-1.00 Football Y5-Y6 Cost involved Deanes 

      

Friday 12.10-1.10 Stu’s Lunchtime 

Club 

 Y3-6 No cost Stuart Christian 

*First come, first served – Limited to 15 spaces. 

Parentmail PMX. 

We still have a number of parents throughout the school not registered for this system. Parentmail PMX  is our 

preferred method of communication with parents and combined payment system that we utillise. Woodys before 
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and after school club, School dinners for KS2, trip payments and permissions and school uniform will all be 

available through this system – which is also available as a convenient app on your smart phone. By registering 

your email address we can also send messages via this system which saves on the hundreds of pounds a year we 

have previously spent on texts.  

School arrival time. 

Can we please remind parents that we do not expect pupils to arrive at school unsupervised before 

8.45am.  This is to ensure that pupils are safe.  The school gates open at 8.45 to allow pupils into school into a 

supervised environment, with the register being taken at 9.00. 

Safeguarding children at Westwood. 

We take safeguarding of our pupils seriously: we are currently looking at our priorities for the next 3 years and 

safeguarding is consistently being identified as the top priority of our stakeholders.  If you have any concerns 

about the safety of a pupil, you can report it using the red button on our home page or speak to the Designated 

Child Protection Officers at school (Mr Harbrow, Mr Archer, Mr Clarke, or from September 2016, Mrs 

Dench).  Our safeguarding policy is also on the school website.  It sets out how the school meets it’s legal duties 

by identifying concerns relating to child protection, child sexual exploitation and the risks of FGM, radicalisation 

and extremism (the PREVENT duty).  We appreciate the support we receive from the Westwood community in 

ensuring all our pupils are as safe as possible at all times. 

Compulsory signing in and out of Westwood Academy. 

Please note that entry to the school requires that all visitors, including all parents, sign in and out of the main 

building.  This is so that if there is an evacuation due to an emergency we can account for everybody.  Admission 

will not be allowed without the signing in process being completed.  Again, we appreciate the support of 

everyone in making the school as safe as possible.   

Appointments with Teachers. 

Can we please request that appointments are made with the office to meet with staff, as teachers are unable to 

meet at the start of the school day, as this is disruptive to learning and delays the start of registration and 

lessons. 

School is a No Mobile Phone School.  

Can parents please ensure that no mobile phones are used on the school site. If it is imperative that you use your 

phone whilst in the school premises, please go to the school office to do so. This is to ensure that children who are 

not allowed to be photographed are safe and to protect visitors to the school from accidently doing so. Thank 

you for your help with this safeguarding requirement.  

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news.  
Previous newsletters can also be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for parents. 

 

 Water Bottles. 

Please can you ensure that your child has a water bottle in school at all times.  

 

TRIPS 

Year 5 Trip to The Planetarium  - 3rd October.  

We are still awaiting some payments and would ask parents to please pay this voluntary amount of £14.40 via 

Parentmail PMX as soon as possible. We hope the children have an enjoyable and fulfilling, learning experience.  

Year 4 Trip to Colchester Castle – 11th October.  

Dear parents of 4SC,  

We have arranged a trip to Colchester Castle on Tuesday 11th October to consolidate our work on ‘Rotten 

Raiders’. We will be partaking in workshops about ‘Roman Life’ and a specific local study of ‘Romans in 

Colchester’, Britain’s oldest city.  

We will leave school at 8.30am and children can arrive any time from 8.15 for registration. We will return to 

school by the end of the school day. Children will need to wear full school uniform and must be provided with a 

packed lunch. The cost of this trip is: £15.15 which is a voluntary contribution payable via Parentmail PMX.  

Thank you, Mrs Clarke and Mrs Smith.  

Year 3 Trip to the Iron Age Roundhouse.  

In a change to last week’s newsletter, we have decided against asking children to dress up for the Roundhouse 

Trip. This is due to the fact that November can be chilly and many of the activities will be outside. Children will 

be expected to wear school uniform on their top half and tracksuit bottoms, or similar, on their bottom half. We 

would recommend that children are dressed in several layers.  

The cost of the trip will be £7.87 per child and this voluntary contribution and permission, is now avilable via 
Parentmail. 
 

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 Pantomime Trip – 13th December.  

We have arranged for reception, year 1 and year 2 to visit Thameside Theatre in Thurrock to see Peter Pan. We 

will leave school at 9am returning at lunchtime. The cost is £10.86 per child which is a subsidised cost, due to a 

kind donation from the PTFA. This will be payable via Parentmail PMX and we will also need permission to be 

given at the same time. This amount will need to be paid in full by the 30th September otherwise we will assume 

your child will not be attending and will make alternative arrangements for them to stay in school.  
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KS2 Pantomime Trip – 15th December.  

This trip to see Robinson Crusoe at the Cliffs Pavilion on the 15th December is for years 3-6 children and you 

would have received a letter about this in June. It has been kindly subsidised by the PTFA and we are grateful 

for all the wonderful work they do for the school. The cost is £10.45 and for your child to attend we need 

consent and full payment by the 30th September 2016. We will assume you do not wish for your child to attend 

if we have not received payment by this time and we will make alternative arrangements for them to stay in 

school during the performance. .  

PTFA News. 

 
Ice Lollies Sale: Cancelled today due to wet weather. However we can report that we made over £50 profit from last 
week’s sale.  
 

We now have a provisional date of Saturday 26th November. This is a fantastic day but one we Winter Wonderland: 
can’t put on without the assistance of lots of volunteers.  
 
Halloween discos: Flyers will be coming out next week for this event to be held on the 14th October.  
 
New Parents: Please do join the Westwood PTFA Facebook page to keep up with current PTFA news and we would love 
to see you at our Welcome meeting on the 29th September 9-10.30 in the school library.  
 
Next Meeting:  This Monday, 19th September, at 7pm in the school library.  
 
 Any related business, please see Marnie Dukes or post via the Facebook PTFA page. Thank you.  
 

** For updates and more news on what we are doing, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook** 

 
 

School Calendar. 

19 September PTFA Meeting – 7pm school staff room.  

23 September NSPCC Assembly and workshops for Years 5 &6 children.  

19 September PTFA Meeting – 7pm school staff room.  

29 September PTFA Welcome meeting – 9am in the school library. 

3 October Year 5 Trip to The Planetarium.  

7 October Open Morning for September 2017 admissions.  

11 October Year 4 Trip to Colchester Castle.  

14 October  PTFA Haloween Discos.  

19 October Parents’ Coffee Morning.  

21 October Non-Pupil Day. 

24-28 October Half Term. 
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31 October Return to school after half term. 

31 October Return to school after half term. 

9 November Open Morning for September 2017 admissions. 

11 November Parent Consultations. 

2 December Flu Immunisations.  

13 December KS1 Pantomime Trip. 

15 December KS2 Pantomime Trip to the Cliffs Pavilion.  

16 December Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  

20  December Class Christmas Party.  

22 December – 4 
January 2017 

Christmas holidays.  

5 January Return to school after Christmas holidays.  

13-17 February Half Term.  

20 February Non-Pupil day.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 

29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

5 June Return to school after half term.  

21 July  Last day of summer term.  
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