
 
 

  

Follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news. 
Find past newsletters on the website with lots of other information for parents. 

 

2018 

19 March Year 4 trip to Watt Tyler Country Park and Year 3 trip to Science Museum. 

20 March RESCHEDULED World book Day – dress up. 

23 March Sport Relief – non-uniform (sports theme). 

26 March RA trip to Sealife Centre. 

26-27 March  Easter Egg competition entries due in. 

28 March  Class and team photographs. 

28 March Spring Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

29 March  Reception – Bring your parent to lunch. 

30 March – 15 April School closed. 

28 May – 1 June Half term. 

7 June  Sports Day (Provisional) KS1 AM, KS2 PM. 

27 June Summer Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

17 July Annual Report Parent Consultation (School closes 1.30). 

20 July  Last day of school year. 

23 July – 3 September School closed. 

4 September  New school year begins. 
Please note that dates are provided in advance to try end ensure that communication is as efficient as possible, but may be subject to change.  Where possible, the school will try to stick to all indicated dates. 

 

Coming up in the next fortnight or so... 
 

19 March Year 4 trip to Watt Tyler Country Park and Year 3 trip to Science Museum. 

20 March  World book Day – dress up. 

23 March Sport Relief – non-uniform (sports theme). 

26 March RA trip to Sealife Centre. 

26-27 March  Easter Egg competition entries due in. 

28 March  Class and team photographs. 

28 March Spring Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

29 March  Reception – Bring your parent to lunch. 

 
Water Bottles and Snacks. 
Please send your child to school with a named water bottle that can be kept in the classroom to avoid time being 
wasted with children coming to the office for a drink.  Please ensure children only have water and NOT squash or 
juice.  Please make sure that snacks are healthy – sweets and chocolate are not acceptable in school.  Thank you. 

 
PE Kits. 
We do not keep spare kits at the school for PE.  Please ensure that all pupils are provided with PE 
kit throughout the school year.  If there are any issues providing a PE kit, please speak to the school 
office to make us aware of them.  PE kit is part of the school uniform, details of which can be found 
here. 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/uniform/
http://cliparting.com/free-water-clip-art-27250/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqiPmJ3NzZAhVrIMAKHQFBCDQQjRwIBg&url=http://www.dorchester.hull.sch.uk/school_life/school_uniform/pe_kit.html&psig=AOvVaw2_v5C5TQeslJEp-cv96fEs&ust=1520598253741608


   

  

Newsletter – 16th March 2018. 
In this edition:  

 Attendance. 

 Online safety.  

 South Essex Design Competition. 

 World Book Day, dress up, book fair. 

 Year 3 Trip 

 Year 4 Trip 

 Easter Egg competition. 

 Sport Relief – 23rd March 2018. 

 Parking and Road Safety outside 
school. 

 Out of school achievements. 

 RA trip to Sealife Centre – 26th 
March 2018.  

 School Dinners.  
 

 Outstanding dinner/Woodys fees. 

 Nursery News. 

 British Science Week 

 PTFA News and events. 

 Easter Egg Competition. 

 Design Competition Details. 
 

 

Attendance - We expect pupils to be in school everyday.   

This week’s winners of the best attendance are 3B with 100%  Well done!  The whole school achieved 97.45% this 

week, above our 97% target.   
 

Online safety tip. 
It is worth knowing that many social media sites have minimum age requirements for users.  These are put in place to 
protect children from inappropriate material or risk of grooming, offering sensible guidance to parents just as film 
certificates and PEGI ratings do.  Here are some examples of the minimum ages for popular social media sites: - 
 

Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, Facebook  Minimum age 13. 

WhatsApp     Minimum age 16. 

YouTube     Minimum age 18 (or 13 with parental permission). 

 
Do your children have access to these services?  If so, were you aware of the minimum age requirements and, what they 
are using them for?  This is a good example of how one of our regular e-safety tips can be used: - 
 
# 3 Keep up-to-date with your child’s development online. 
Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on our 
website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/ 

 

South East Essex Design Competition. 
Westwood will host the South East Essex Design Competition (in which Westwood will have art and design entered 
alongside other schools) over 21st – 26th March.  Primary and secondary schools will display their artwork which will be 
judged with prizes available (which will be presented at an awards ceremony at Deanes on 26th March).  We’ve taken 
part in this in the past and been awarded silver awards – so we are really hoping to at least get silver again and maybe 
even go one better…  Part of the event is a public displaying of the work on the morning of Saturday 24th March between 
10-12:00am, which parents are very welcome to come along to.  More details at the back of the newsletter (Westwood 
will enter our pupils work, the further details are to let you know what will be going on across the whole competition). 
 
To accommodate the safe setting up, display and then taking down of the artworks, all sports clubs on 21st, 22nd, 23rd 
and 26th March are cancelled. 
  

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/


   

  

World Book Day – 20th March including dress up and travelling book fair. 
We are planning to celebrate world book day in classes on 20th March 2018, rescheduled following the snow days.  If 
pupils would like to, they can dress as a book character for the day to add to the celebration.  Also, the travelling book 
fair will be in school for the whole week selling the latest and favourite titles, available at the end of each school day. 
 
Year 3 trip to Science Museum.  
Year 3 are visiting the Science Museum on the 19th March, details previously sent home. 

 
Year 4 trip to Wat Tyler Country Park – 19th March 2018. 
We will be leaving school promptly at 9 am so please make sure children arrive for registration at 8:45am. The children 

will need a packed lunch and a drink or two. We will be back in time for the end of the school day. The children are not 

allowed to bring any spending money on this trip. 

Clothing & Equipment 

Please ensure that the children are suitably dressed for the weather as we will be outside all day.  We recommend: 

·       Layers of clothes (old clothes as it will be muddy) 

·       A coat and waterproof  

·       Old trainers, boots or wellies  

·       A change of footwear if it has been wet and a carrier bag 

 

Easter Egg Competition. 
Please see the leaflet at the back of the newsletter for information about our brilliant Easter Egg competition.  Please note 
that the competitive nature of staff has been raised by this competition (at least of the person writing this… and others 
who think they can also now win…) so the pupils will have the opportunity to submit entries on the 26th and 27th March to 
beat the headteacher…  

 
Sport Relief – 23rd March 2018. 
On March 23rd we will raise money for Sport Relief.  It will be a non-uniform day with a 
sports theme, so wear your’ favourite teams shirt or a great workout outfit, and by donating 
£1 we can raise money for this worthy cause.  Also, sport relief wristbands will be on sale at 
£1 each for the whole week, again to add to the effort to help others. 

 

Parking and road safety outside school. 
If parents have any concerns about dangerous parking or driving outside the school, we 
have been advised that they need  to call the non-emergency police number to report 

them on 0300 333 4444.  It is essential that the pupils and their families are safe – 

please park and drive safely around the school. 
 

Out of School Achievements. 
At the beginning of February,  Issie Connah 6D went to be tested by British Gymnastics 
for British Qualifying Test. The age is from Issie up to 18 years. We have heard this week that she has passed the test, her 
results putting her in the top 10 in Britain. This now means she has qualified to compete at the English Championships later 
this year and if qualifies, can compete at British. 
 
Abbie Wood 3B went to her first swimming gala with brownies and gained a silver and bronze certificate! Well done 

Abbie we are very proud of you. 

 

Beatrice Dukes 4S gained her 50 metres award for swimming. Well done Beatrice 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.tamworthinformed.co.uk/tamworths-sporting-elite-backs-sport-relief-2014/&psig=AOvVaw0-TctfW77oVs6EE1q03mOR&ust=1517651057846407
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFurW5-obZAhUCbRQKHXCAD30QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://baypromoteam.co.uk/herne-bay-air-show-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1g3HNc0vrieLXa_Aj58NET&ust=1517651447694719


   

  

If you have any out of school achievements that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, please email the office 
at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. We love to hear about what the 
Westwood community have been up to!  Thank you.  

 
RA trip to Sealife centre – 26th March 2018. 
The Receptioon class will have a trip to the Sealife Centre on 26th March – further information has been sent through 
through parentmail. 

 
School dinners. 
School dinners next week will be week 2. 

 
Outstanding Dinner Money & Woody’s. 
Please ensure ALL outstanding dinner monies and Woody’s payments are paid promptly.  Where arrears are not 
addressed, we have no option but to withdraw the service. 
 
Nursery News 
 
Sports Relief 

23rd March 2018 is non-school uniform day in aid of Sport Relief.  If your child attends on this day then they are welcome 

to wear their favourite sports T-shirt and donate £1 to this charity. 

Also there will be Sports Relief wrist bands for sale for £1 and other sporting events during the day. 

Funding forms 

From next week all children that are entitled to the Free Early Education Entitlement (FEEE) will be required to complete the 

FEEE form which will be handed out by the nursery manager.  Please ensure these forms are completed accurately and that 

any two year funding and extended entitlement is applied or re-applied for online so that funding is received for the hours 

you require in time for the summer term. 

Additional/extra sessions  

Please email alison.smith@westwoodacademy.org if you require any additional sessions or lunch clubs.  The allocation of 

these extra requirements will be dealt with on a first come, first served basis for children that already attend the nursery. 

Birthday celebrations 

If your child has a birthday and comes into nursery on this day, it would be lovely if we could have a photo for each year 

of your child’s life so we can use these whilst celebrating and joining in with the Birthday Walk. 

My Montessori Child (MMC) 

MMC is a fully encrypted site where observations and photos of your child are recorded for you to view and share/rejoice 

in their achievements and is updated every week or bi-weekly.  It is important that you view MMC to keep up-to-date with 

what your child is learning and exploring and also for relevant news such as Nursery/school closures, topics and parental 

involvement events.  If you need help accessing MMC please inform a member of the nursery term.  You should also keep 

up-to-date with the Westwood Academy newsletter as the nursery are included with the majority of the activities that take 

place. 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
mailto:alison.smith@westwoodacademy.org


   

  

Prepare your child for Nursery 

Please ensure that your child/children are prepared for nursery by providing them with a named bag, change of clothes, 

slippers or indoor shoes and suitable clothing for the day i.e. cardigan/jumper including a coat if it is cold outside.  

Everything must be named to ensure nothing goes missing. 

 

 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/poster-competition-entries-

intermediate/ 

British Science week 12-16th  

This week has been British science week and the whole school have been busy taking part in science investigations 

to do with forces and flight. 

As well as this, year 4 also had a fantastic science workshop led by Mr Winkworth from The Deanes Secondary 

School. The children had an amazing afternoon carrying out experiments testing for oxygen, hydrogen and 

carbon dioxide.     

British science week poster competition 

As part of British Science week the whole school are taking part in a poster competition. The theme for this year 

is ‘exploration and discovery’. The children need to create a poster involving anything about exploration or 

discovery. The children will be given a template from their class teacher. The child’s name, date and class must 

go on the back of the template.  

Visit the links below for some inspiration.  

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/app/uploads/2018/02/Science-Stuff-Factsheet-2018.pdf  

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/poster-competition-entries-intermediate/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/poster-competition-entries-intermediate/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/app/uploads/2018/02/Science-Stuff-Factsheet-2018.pdf


 
 

  

Follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news. 
Find past newsletters on the website with lots of other information for parents. 

 
 

  

Competition time! 
Easter EGGSTRAVAGANZA! 

We are holding an Art/DT competition for all children. As Easter is fast 

approaching we have created the challenge of making a model using real 

eggs. 

You can make a model of absolutely anything it is your choice. You can 

create a background, setting and a name for your model. There are some 

ideas and pictures below to help you.  

There will be winners for 1st 2nd and 3rd places and all children who 

participate will receive house points. 

You must make sure your entry is submitted no earlier than 26th March 2018 and is 

submitted no later than 27th March 2018. Winners will be announced in assembly on 28th 

March 2018. All entries must be submitted with a clear name and class name and taken 

into your classroom. On the 28th March after winners are announced children can take 

their creations home with them again.  

Ask Miss Richmond if you have any questions about this competition.  

 

Some ideas: 

Egg Sheeran  

Egg tower  

Minions 

Star wars 

Mr Men 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


   

  

           

       

 

 

This is the detailed invitation for South East Essex Design Competition 2018 to be held this year at Westwood 

Academy, Beresford Close, Hadleigh, Benfleet SS7 2SU. 

Can you please pass on relevant information below to the students/parents. 

Dates:    

 

 

Wednesday 21/03/18 
4.00p.m. – 6.00p.m. 

Setting Up:  

 Park in school playground and follow the signs for setting up.  

 Tables will be provided but you need to bring your own display boards. 

 Please have a clear label for your school together with the title/theme 
of the project. 

Thursday  22/03/18 
10a.m. – midday 

Secondary Judging; 

 Students should be available on site to discuss their work with judges 
between 10 a.m. and noon. 

 They should be accompanied by staff whilst on site. 

 They should have sketch books, either bringing them or on display with 
their work, showing progression of their chosen theme. 

Thursday  22/03/18 
4.00 p.m.– 5.30p.m. 

Primary Judging: 

 2 children only should be available to discuss their class project with the 
judges.  

 A member of staff should be present to resolve any problems which 
may arise concerning their pupils. 

 Parking for parents will be in the playground. Please car share if this is 
possible . 

 Youngest children will be judged first wherever possible so years 5/6 
are unlikely to be seen before 4.30 p.m..  

 Parents should stand aside during judging. This is important because 
children often become tongue tied if they know a parent is watching. 

 Refreshments will be provided as will a small area for buggy parking 
Saturday 24/03/18 
10.00a.m.- midday 

Open viewing for family and friends. Parking will be in the playground. 
Please encourage this so fewer parents need to attend for the Primary Judging. 

Monday 26/03/18 
4.00 – 5.00 p.m. 

Display removal: Please remove all displays as quickly as possible. Parking in 
playground. 

Monday 26/03/18 
5.00p.m.-6.00p.m 

Deanes School, Daws Heath Rd, Thundersley, SS7 2TD Presentation of 
awards in Main Hall :  

 Please follow directions for parking once on site.  

 Children and students collecting awards to sit at front.  

 A member of staff from each primary school taking part should be 
present. 


