
                                                         

 
See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news.  

Previous newsletters can also be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for parents. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Back to school: Thursday 5th January 2017. 

Newsletter – 16th December 2016. 

In this edition:  
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farewell to Stuart.  

 Games Day – Wednesday 21st December 

 Out of school achievements.  
 

 A very big thank you.  

 Christmas Parties.  

 Woody’s: Last day of term.  

 Gym Trail. 

 School Lunch Menus.  

 Nursery Return Date.  

 School Calendar of Events.  

 Community Event.  
 

Approaching the end of term, I’m sure we are all looking forward to a break and spending time with our loved ones.  

Everyone deserves it!  The Autumn term is almost four weeks longer than the next, Spring term.  It’s a great time to look 

back as well as forward to the new year: this term, the pupils have as always, been a credit to you all.  The learning at 

school is the motivation for us all: the progress in Autumn has been great, expectations raised and attitudes adapted.  The 

introduction of growth mind set is helping pupils to face challenges head on knowing that through challenging themselves 

and taking risks in their learning, they will learn more, will improve and with patience and perseverance, will achieve the 

goals they seek.  It’s an attitude for life, not just school!  Going forward we will continue to develop the growth mind set 

approach and support the pupils to achieve the very best that they can in whatever they choose to do. 

A lot has happened this term!  The school has added a nursery provision to bring younger children into the Westwood 

community, the staff there have worked really hard to get the provision up and running – genuine thanks to them all.  

We’ve also celebrated our 50th anniversary, welcomed large numbers of new families at open mornings for September 

2017 start in reception (applications due by January 15th 2017! Apply here), raised money for Jeans for Genes and 

Children in Need and sent another huge food parcel to people that really need it at Canvey Youth Project, had Halloween 

Discos, Quizzes, a Winter Wonderland and so much more thanks to our amazing PTFA – thanks to everyone that helps out 

in anyway with the PTFA, we genuinely love you guys!  This week and next sees productions and concerts celebrating 

Christmas for the nursery, reception, key stage one and key stage two – so far they seem to have been massively enjoyed 

by pupils, parents and staff alike.  Pupils have also been attending pantomimes - thanks to the PTFA again for the huge 

subsidy to enable this.  We’ve welcomed new staff, families and pupils, and said goodbye to others – we wish them all well.  

It’s also great to see the school at the end of the term (at 14th December) with 97.03% attendance – above our target and 

improving – thank you all for your support in achieving this important objective. 

In 2017, we will continue to support every pupil to do their’ best and to be safe and happy: this is the most consistent 

motivation that we have.  But as the last day of school for 2016 (next Wednesday) approaches, more than anything I hope 
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that you all have an amazing, restful and safe Christmas and am looking forward to welcoming the pupils, parents and 

staff back on Thursday 5th January for a brilliant 2017.  Merry Christmas. 

Attendance. 
The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 95.3% over the last week. Well done 6D with a 
fantastic 99.2% attendance. 
 
e-safety tip of the week. 
 
#2: Be involved in your child’s online life.  Do you know if  they have they uploaded video to youtube for example? 
 
If Santa is bringing IT devices this Christmas, check out our e-safety advice and resources on our website at: 
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/  
 
Exhibition Evening - TODAY.  
 
Don’t forget it is exhibition today 3.30 to 4.30 for years 1-6.  
 
R/KS1 Christmas Decorating. 
 
On Monday 19th December at 9.15am, there will be an opportunity for parents to attend class with their children to make 
Christmas decorations, funded by the PTFA – thanks again!   
 
Christingle Service at Hadleigh Baptist Church.  And farewell to Stuart. 
 
We will attend the Christingle Service at Hadleigh Baptist Church on Wednesday morning, a Westwood tradition.  We will 
also be saying goodbye to a real friend of the school, Stuart Christian from the church who has over the years run clubs, 
taken assemblies and taught our pupils about Christianity from the perspective of somebody involved in the church on a 
day to day basis.  He is moving to another part of the country with his family and we wish him well and thank him for all 
the hard work he has put in at the school.  He’ll be missed!   
 

Games Day – Wednesday 21st December 
 
Traditionally before the Christmas holiday, the children are allowed to bring in a game or toy to play with their classmates 
in addition to taking part in the other activities on the last day of term (for example the Christingle service at Hadleigh 
Baptist church). If your child would like to bring in a toy or game to share, please put it in a named bag, make sure it is not 
valuable or of sentimental value and ensure that it is not able to be used for message sending or taking photographs 
please.  
 
Out of School Achievements. 
 
On Sunday, Daisie Mansell from 2F and her Dad successfully passed their grading at Goju-Kai Karate-Do in Southend. 
Daisie is happy to be a Red Belt now. Well done both on a wonderful family achievement! 
 
A second achievement this week from two year 3 and one year 1 child: Billy Wallace, Nicqulette and Annabelle Coe 
Wenborn all partook in a one mile Southend Rudolph Run on Sunday 11th December. They all did superbly and for a great 
cause! We are all very proud of you – well done.  
 
What talented pupils we have with a third achievement this week too. Lexie Castle in year 3 received a trophy for the 
being the ‘most improved dancer’ for tap, modern and ballet. Well done Lexi – what a superb achievement.  
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Mr Archer continues his own growth mind set: he took 8 minutes and 33 seconds off his half marathon time on Sunday, which 
is still slow but getting quicker!  The full marathon training programme for April 9th 2017 starts on December 19th, but 
really began on 4th January 2016 going from doing no exercise at all (except lifting Mars bars), to starting slowly on a 
journey of gradual improvement that will be completed on April 9th 2017 after 26.2 miles.  15 months training.  He will be 
running the Brighton Marathon to raise money for the school, to spend entirely on improving the resources and facilities in 
the playground available at play and lunchtimes.  15 months training!  Over a thousand miles of running in preparation.  
It’s being talked up to be able to raise as much as possible for the school!  More news in the new year. 
 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, please 
email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. Thank you.  
 
A very big thank you.  
A very big thank you to S. Stibbard and Sons who have once again donated a beautiful Christmas tree to the school – this 
year displayed in our school hall for us all to enjoy. Many thanks for your continued support.  
 
Christmas Parties – 20th December. 
Class parties are taking place on the afternoon of Tuesday 20th December. This will also be a non-uniform day to enable 
the children to wear something nice for their party.  We would appreciate it if you could send in a food contribution to be 
given in to their teacher, on the morning of the party.  As the children will have already had their lunch, snacks to be shared 
amongst the class such as fruit, crisps, biscuits or small cakes will be great.  The school will supply drinks.  Thank you. 

 
**Please also remind us if your child has any food intolerances** 
 
Woody’s: Last Day of term.  
Please note that there will be no Woody’s afterschool club on the last day of term, Wednesday 21st December. Thanks.  
 
Gym Trail.  
Gym Trail will recommence on Thursday 12th January 2017. Mrs Tong wishes all the children a wonderful christmas and new 
year.  
 
School Lunch Menus. 
Please note that in the last week of term, the school menu will run as follows:  

 
Monday 19th December:  School Chistmas Lunch 
Tuesday 20th December:  As per Tuesday menu of week 2 (BBQ chicken/ Tomato & basil pasta crumble). 
Wednesday 21st December:  Fish and chips.  

 
Then on the return after the Christmas break the Thursday and Friday (5th and 6th January) will follow the corresponding 
days of the Week 2 Menu.  
 
On Monday 9th January we will revert to the rolling weekly schedule, starting at week 3.  
 
Nursery Return For Spring Term. 
The nursery reopens in the new year on 9th January 2017. 
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School Calendar. 
 

16 December Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  

16 December Reception Christmas Production 2pm.  

16 December Exhibition Evening, YEARS 1-6 – 3.30pm to 4.30pm 

19 December Christmas Lunch. 

19 December Reception and KS1 Decoration morning.  

20 December KS1 Nativity Pull out supplement for sale in The Echo.  

20  December Class Christmas Party.  

21 December Christingle at church.  

21 December Westwood Traditional Games Day! 

22 December – 4 January 2017 Christmas holidays.  

THURSDAY 5 January Return to school after Christmas holidays. 

MONDAY 9 January Nursery return after Christmas holidays. 

13-17 February Half Term.  

20 February Non-Pupil day.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 

29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

5 June Return to school after half term.  

21 July  Last day of summer term.  



 

     HADLEIGH HERITAGE 

at St. James the Less 

a free community event 

10.30am to 12 noon with free refreshments 

Saturday December 17th 

The theme and displays will be on Saxon and Norman times, and 

historians David Childs and Terry Barclay will be present to answer 

any questions . 

Terry will be carrying out investigative work on comparing the 

measurements of the church with the Saxon church at Bradwell. 

There will be a Saxon lady and a Norman gentleman as well! 

Heritage Lottery Funded. 

  

 


