
 
 

 Follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news. 
Find past newsletters on the website with lots of other information for parents. 

 

2017 

18 December Reception Christmas Production at 2.00. 

19 December  KS1 Christmas Decoration Morning. 

19 December  School Christmas Dinner. 

19 December (NEW) Class Christmas Parties – party food and clothes.  

19 December (NEW) Year 1 and 2 photo in Echo. 

20 December  Christingle Service at Hadleigh Baptist Church and last day of term. 

2018 

21 December 2017 – 1 January 2018 School closed. 

2 January Back to school! (Nursery 8th January 2018) 
2-5 January (NEW) Parent Consultations for Nursery. 

18 January (NEW) Reception Road Safety Walk. 

23 January (NEW) Year 2 Colchester Castle 

1 February Year 5 Young Voices concert at the O2. 

9 February Parental Consultation Meeting 9.00. 

12-16 February Half term. 

20 February Spring Term Parent Consultations (School closes 1.30). 

7 March Parents Coffee Morning 9.00. 

28 March Spring Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

30 March – 15 April School closed. 

28 May – 1 June Half term. 

7 June  Sports Day (Provisional) KS1 AM, KS2 PM. 

27 June Summer Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

17 July Annual Report Parent Consultation (School closes 1.30). 

20 July  Last day of school year. 

23 July – 3 September School closed. 

4 September  New school year begins. 
Please note that dates are provided in advance to try end ensure that communication is as efficient as possible, but may be subject to change.  Where possible, the school will try to stick to all indicated dates. 

 

Coming up in the next fortnight or so... 
 

18 December Reception Christmas Production at 2.00. 
19 December  KS1 Christmas Decoration Morning. 
19 December  School Christmas Dinner. 
19 December (NEW) Class Christmas Parties – party food and clothes.  
19 December (NEW) Year 1 and 2 photo in Echo. 
20 December  Christingle Service at Hadleigh Baptist Church and last day of term. 
21 December 2017 – 1 January 2018 School closed. 
2 January (NEW) Back to school! 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


  

 
Newsletter – 15th December 2017. 
In this edition:  

• Merry Christmas.  

• Mrs Ward. 

• Attendance/Term Time holidays. 

• E-safety tip of the week. 

• Class Christmas Parties. 

• Decoration Morning 19 December.  

• Christingle Services 20 December. 

• Games Day. 

• Clubs for next term. 

• Reception Production 18 December. 

• Nursery Parent Consultations 2-5 
January 2018. 

• Nursery Christmas Decoration 
Morning. 

• Nursery Christmas Party. 

• Woody’s last day of term. 

• Personal Information. 

• Out of school achievements. 

• Next week’s dinner menus. 

• Water bottles. 

• PTFA News. 

• Nativity Photo in the Echo. 

• Christmas Dinner. 

 
Merry Christmas everyone. 
It’s been quite a term, punctuated by freezing conditions and a visit 
from OFSTED.  We’ll share the news about that when we are allowed 
to, probably in the new year (sooner if we can).  Thank you all for 
supporting the school and the pupils continuously – it’s genuinely 
appreciated.  Hopefully, the pupils have enjoyed the Christmas themed 
activities around school – there are more next week, and we hope you 
have enjoyed the various productions that have or will take place 
before we break up.  We wish you all a safe, happy, enjoyable 
holiday and look forward to welcoming everyone back to the main 

school on Tuesday 2nd January 2018 and Nursery on Monday 8th 
January 2018.  Happy New Year! 

 
Mrs. Ward. 
Year 5 paid their own “Love Actually” themed tribute to Mrs. Ward at the Christmas Concert this week, which was a lovely 
gesture.  Mrs. Ward is off to have her second child and she goes with all the best wishes of everyone at Westwood 
Academy – well done for making it to this far into the term Mrs. Ward, it is much appreciated and respected, and we can 
now all stand down with our hot towels…  Enjoy your time with your expanding family and we look forward to welcoming 
you back later next year. 

 
Attendance - We expect pupils to be in school everyday.   

Our last day of term is Wednesday 20th December 2017 and we return on Tuesday 
2nd January for the spring term.  Our change of term times in October is designed to 
reduce unauthorised absence caused by holidays, and the Trust attendance policy clearly 
states we will work with Essex County Council to implement fines where holidays are not 
authorised, or where we suspect that they are taken during term time.  We consider both 
good attendance and punctuality to be lifelong skills that we help to develop at school, 
that are essential in all careers that our pupils will go onto in later life.  Each half term, 
the class with the best attendance gets afternoon tea with the head teacher – for the 
current half term it’s a three horse race between RA, 3B and 5W… 

 
This week the school achieved just 88.4% attendance.  There has been considerable illness absence in some classes.  This 
week’s winner is 6D with 95.8%.  Well done year 6.  The term to date has been heavily affected by this week’s absence, 
we are now running at 96.31%. 
 

Term Time Holiday Procedures. 
Government guidance advises that schools SHOULD NOT AUTHORISE ANY TERM TIME ABSENCES.  If you feel that 
exceptional circumstances apply, you can complete a leave of absence request form, available from the office.  Essex 
County Council have asked the school to advise parents of the following: 
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By law, all children of compulsory school age must receive suitable full-time education.  As a parent you are committing an offence if you fail to make sure 
that your child attends school regularly, even if they are missing school without your knowledge.  You run the risk of being issued with a penalty notice or 
being taken to court.  A penalty notice of £60 may be issued by the LA as an alternative to prosecution.  This rises to £120 if unpaid after 21 days.  Failure 
to pay will lead to prosecution.  Parents can be fined up to £2,500 and/or imprisoned for failing to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 

 

e-safety tip of the week 
Going into Christmas when there are new devices given as presents and new games bought, this is a really important tip: 

 
#9: PEGI ratings advise which games are appropriate for which age: they protect children from extreme 

scenes in many cases, so TAKE NOTICE of them..  
 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ is a good place to get advice about what games are 
suitable for which ages – just type the name of the game into the search engine for details 
about whether it is appropriate. 
 

Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on our 
website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/ 
 

Class Christmas Parties on Tuesday 19th December – non-uniform and party food. 
On the afternoon of Tuesday 19th December each class will have their Christmas party.  As the pupils will be having 
Christmas dinner at lunchtime, small quantities of party food donations would be appreciated, and it will be a non-uniform 
day so pupils can wear a party outfit. 

 
Decoration Morning Nursery, Reception and KS1 on Tuesday 19th December. 
Don’t forget about decoration morning in nursery, reception and years 1 and 2 – parents can visit the classrooms and take 
part in festive, creative activities.   
 

Christingle services on Wednesday 20th December. 
The school will attend Christingle services at Hadleigh Baptist Church on Wednesday morning.   
 
Games Day. 
Traditionally before the Christmas holiday, the children can bring in a game or toy to play with their classmates in addition 
to taking part in the other activities on the last day of term (for example the Christingle service at Hadleigh Baptist church). 
If your child would like to bring in a toy or game to share, please put it in a named bag, make sure it is not valuable or of 
sentimental value and ensure that it is not able to be used for message sending or taking photographs please. 
  

Clubs for next term. 
Forms are attached to the email in which the newsletter was sent: if you want your child to attend any of our FREE clubs 
(funded by Sports Premium grant), please print and complete and return to the office by Wednesday 20th December 
2017.  We will try to share the access to clubs out equally and any pupils that do not get onto clubs this time will be 
entered onto a waiting list.  We will try to make sure everyone gets a chance!  Parents will be informed whether their 
pupils have a place on a club during the first week back at school.  The clubs we are running next term will be: -  
 
Monday Years 3-6 Cheerleading 
Tuesday  Year 4-5 Athletics 
Wednesday Year 1-2 Multiskills 
  Year 4-5 Tag Rugby 
Friday  Year 1-2 Ballet 
  Year 1-2 Football 
  Year 3-4 Football 
 
Year 5-6 Football Training for the team will be confirmed after the holiday and the exisitng lunchtime multiskills club and 
short tennis club will keep the same members as they have only just started. 
 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Age-Ratings-handout.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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Reception Production. 
Reception will take part in their production at 2pm on Monday 18th December 2017.   

 
Nursery Parent Consultations. 
Our nursery reopens after Christmas on Monday 8th January 2018.  During the week of 2-5th January 2018, parent 
consultations will take place.  The Nursery staff will arrange these with parents before the end of the term. 
 

Nursery Christmas Decoration morning. 
Don’t forget to come along to the Nursery’s Christmas decoration making morning on Tuesday 19th December at 9am with 
a finishing time of 10am.  All children are invited to come along with their parents/carers and if this session is not your 
child’s, booked-in session, it is essential that you remain with your child for this hour to maintain adult to child ratios. 
 

Nursery Christmas party. 
On the afternoon of Tuesday 19th December between 2pm and 3pm we will be having a Christmas party.  All children 
are invited to come along but if this is not your child’s usual session then they will have to be accompanied by a 
parent/carer.  Please bring along party snack food such as mini sausages, sandwiches, crackers, cakes, crisps etc.  We will 
also be doing some party games and dancing and also a surprise visitor will be popping in to see us. 

 
Woody’s. 
There will be NO Woody’s on the afternoon of last day of term.  Sorry for any inconvenience. 
 

Personal Information. 
If you change your phone number or address please advise the school office as our records need to be up to date incase 
of emergencies and we need to contact parents. Many thanks. 
 

Out of School Achievements. 

Billy Wallace 4S had his Jiu-Jitsu belt grading on Sunday the 10th December and is now a Red Belt!  
 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, please 
email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. We love to hear 
about what the pupils have been up to!  Thank you.  

 
School dinners. 
Next weeks dinners will be slightly different to menu. Monday-All day breakfast, Tuesday-Christmas dinner, 
Wednesday-Fish fingers. 
School dinners when we return to school will be week 1. 
 

Water Bottles. 
Please send your child to school with a named water bottle that can be kept in the classroom to avoid time being 
wasted with children coming to the office for a drink.  Many thanks. 
 
PTFA NEWS 

 

For updates and more PTFA news, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook.   
Please note that this page is intended for the use of PTFA members to organise and promote events for 
fundraising.  It is not monitored by the school, so if there are any other issues or questions that you would 
like to discuss, please contact the school directly.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
Thank you to all the members of the PTFA that work so hard to help provide the pupils at Westwood with resources and 
events to enrich their learning.  We genuinely appreciate all that you do and realise that you put huge amounts of work.  
We always say it, but it is meant – BEST PTFA EVER! 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/147129948666608/
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Our school nativity photo will appear in the Echo on 19th December. 

  



  

 


