
 
 

 Follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news. 
Find past newsletters on the website with lots of other information for parents. 

 

2017 
16-27 October  Half term. 

30-31 October  Nursery closed – moving to main school building. 

31 October  Secondary School Applications due in today with Essex County Council. 

31 October (NEW) Halloween Themed Lunch. 

1 November  Nursery reopens in main school building. 

3 November PTFA Fancy Dress Discos. 

6 November School Photographer, Individual photos. 

7 November Year 3 trip to Hadleigh Country Park – Stone Age. 

7 November (NEW) Year 2 Athletic Competition at Deanes tbc. 

10 November Open Morning for Parents of September 2018 starters (9.30-11.30). 

17 November  Dress Down Day, Chocolate Donations for PTFA. 

23 November Autumn Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

25 November PTFA Winter Wonderland. 2.30-5.30 

7 December  PTFA funded Christmas Pantomime in school. 

12 December  KS2 Christmas Carol Concert at King John School. 

14 December  KS1 Christmas Production 2.00 (Family performance) 5.30 (Parent/carers only). 

19 December  KS1 Christmas Decoration Morning. 

20 December  Christingle Service at Hadleigh Baptist Church and last day of term. 

2018 

21 December – 1st January School closed. 

1 February Year 5 Young Voices concert at the O2. 

9 February Parental Consultation Meeting 9.00. 

12-16 February Half term. 

20 February Spring Term Parent Consultations (School closes 1.30). 

7 March Parents Coffee Morning 9.00. 

28 March Spring Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

30 March – 15 April School closed. 

28 May – 1 June Half term. 

7 June  Sports Day (Provisional) KS1 AM, KS2 PM 

27 June Summer Exhibition Evening (3.30-4.30). 

17 July Annual Report Parent Consultation (School closes 1.30). 

20 July  Last day of school year. 

23 July – 3 September School closed. 

4 September  New school year begins. 
Please note that dates are provided in advance to try end ensure that communication is as efficient as possible, but may be subject to change.  Where possible, the school will try to stick to all indicated dates. 

 

Coming up in the next fortnight or so… 
16-27th October   School Closed. 
30th October   Return to school. 
30-31st October   Nursery closed.  Nursery reopens as part of main school on 1st November. 
31st October   Secondary School Applications 
31st October   Halloween Themed Lunch 
3rd November   PTFA Fancy Dress Disco 
6th November   School Photographer 
7th November   Year 3 trip to Hadleigh Country Park 
10th November   Open Morning 

 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/


  

 
 

    

Newsletter – 13th October 2017. 
 
In this edition:  

• Happy half term! 

• Calender/Coming Up... 

• Attendance/Term Time Holidays. 

• E-safety tip of the week. 

• Year 6 reminder – Secondary 
Schools Application Deadline. 

• Halloween Themed LunchSchool 
Photographer. 

• Out of school achievements. 

• Our Complaints Policy. 

• New school dinner menus.  

• Friday afternoon Woody’s club 
IMPORTANT CHANGES.Water 
bottles.  

• Nursery move, CLOSED 30th and 
31st/10/17. 

• PTFA News. 

 
Happy Half Term. 
It has been a genuinely great half term across the school, and we are grateful to all parents for their continued support 
which was so evident at this weeks parent consultation sessions – it means a lot so thank you.  We hope that all our pupils 
and their families have a great, safe half term break and we look forward to seeing pupils back on Monday 30th October 
– or Wednesday 1st November for the nursery which will be moving into the main school building during the holiday.  To 
all our daily milers – rest is an important part of training!  But you have done a great job so far, there will be PBs aplenty 
after half-term… 
 
Attendance. 
We expect pupils to be in school everyday.  Our change of term times in October has been designed to help reduce 
unauthorised absence caused by holidays, and the Trust attendance policy clearly states we will work with Essex County 
Council to implement fines where holidays are not authorised, or where we suspect that they are taken during term time.  
We consider both good attendance and punctuality to be lifelong skills that we help to develop at school, that are essential 
in all careers that our pupils will go onto in later life. 

 

This week the school achieved 97.63% attendance – another great attendance figure – a 

genuine thank you for supporting this positive learning behaviour in our pupils.   Best attendance 

this week?  This week’s winners with 99.67%  Well done 1R. 

 
Best attendance each half term gets afternoon tea laid on! 

 
Term Time Holiday Procedures. 
Government guidance advises that schools SHOULD NOT AUTHORISE ANY TERM TIME ABSENCES.  If you feel that 
exceptional circumstances apply, you can complete a leave of absence request form, available from the office.  Essex County 
Council have asked the school to advise parents of the following: 
 

By law, all children of compulsory school age must receive suitable full-time education.  As a parent you are committing an offence if you fail 
to make sure that your child attends school regularly, even if they are missing school without your knowledge.  You run the risk of being issued 
with a penalty notice or being taken to court.  A penalty notice of £60 may be issued by the LA as an alternative to prosecution.  This rises to 
£120 if unpaid after 21 days.  Failure to pay will lead to prosecution.  Parents can be fined up to £2,500 and/or imprisoned for failing to 
ensure that their child attends school regularly. 

 
 

e-safety tip of the week 
 

#5: Emphasise that not everyone is who they say they are. 
 

Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on our website 
at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/ 

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjW-rjKqpXWAhWJOBQKHchOC9QQjRwIBw&url=https://www.buyagift.co.uk/food-and-drink/traditional-afternoon-tea-for-two-at-whittlebury-hall-br-10722031.aspx&psig=AFQjCNFNLhIxeRKfykYBIqp5lhZ_ewKeZQ&ust=1504951285118643


  

 
Year 6 Reminder – Secondary School Applications Deadline.  
Just a quick reminder for our year 6 parents that the deadline for senior school applications closes on the 31st October.  
 

Halloween Themed Lunch 
A spooky treat, to be held on Tuesday 31st October, please see menu at the end of newsletter. 

 
School Photographer 
The school photographer will be attending school on Monday 6th November for individual photographs. If you wish to have 
younger siblings included in photos please bring to the big school hall from 8.30am. 

 
Out of School Achievements. 
Well done Mrs Wyatt in our Nursery for passing her exams! 
 

If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school newsletter, please 
email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday publication date. We love to hear 
about what the pupils have been up to!  Thank you.  
 

Our Complaints Policy. 
We are always looking to improve the work of our school and trust, and appreciate constructive compliments and feedback.  
To best deal with feedback, we have processes in place to ensure that things are dealt with by the correct person at the 
appropriate time.  Details of this can be found here. 

 
School dinners. 
Please take a look at our new Winter menus, they are at the back of the newsletter.  The dinner menu when we return will 
be Week 1.  Our menus can also be found here. 
 

Friday Afternoon Woodys Club  
IMPORTANT CHANGES TO LEAVING ARRANGEMENTS. 
After half term, the collection of children from the Friday afternoon bridging club will be from the playground, like every 
other school day, with Reception and KS1 leaving at 3:10 and KS2 leaving at 3.20 – our normal leaving times.  Where 
there are siblings across KS1 and KS2, these will all come out at 3.10 with KS1.  This change in arrangements is to make 
the leaving process more secure for all pupils. 

 
Parents wishing to use the Friday afternoon Woody’s club will need to register their’ children with the office beforehand 
(along with details of collection arrangements), and confirm each week before the office closes on Wednesday that they 

will need a place so that we can ensure appropriate staffing is available.  To be clear, we cannot guarantee a 
space will be available if bookings are not made/confirmed by Wednesday.  Late pickup from 

Friday afternoon Woody’s will incur a regular Woody’s after school club fee. 
 
Water Bottles. 
Please send your child to school with a named water bottle that can be kept in the classroom to avoid time 
being wasted with children coming to the office for a drink.  Many thanks. 
 

Nursery Relocation – closure for 30-31st October. 
Over the holiday period, we have confirmed building work taking place that will result in a new location 
for the nursery – it will become part of the main school and enable a more convenient, safe entry point at 
the main gate and also enable opportunities for integration with our reception class and resources, because 
they will be next to each other and can be linked if we choose.  In order to ensure the provision is ready for children, the 
nursery will have to be closed for 2 days on 30-31st October after the holiday to allow resources to be moved and the 
nursery area to be set up following the building work.  We are really excited about the improvements that this change will 
enable, including more capacity for more children to attend.  Thank you all for your patience will we make this change. 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BwOTj-VnHsIMMno3djYzRmdMUUE
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information/school-dinners/
http://cliparting.com/free-water-clip-art-27250/


  

 
 
 

PTFA NEWS 
 

For updates and more PTFA news, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook.   
Please note that this page is intended for the use of PTFA members to organise and promote events for 
fundraising.  It is not monitored by the school, so if there are any other issues or questions that you would 
like to discuss, please contact the school directly.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
Tickets on sale for fancy dress discos Friday 3rd November £4 in advance and £5 on the day - the nursery children have 
also been invited £3 per child, parents are encouraged to accompany the nursery children 
 
Jars - please hand in any clean jars you have as we need them for the Carols by Candlelight Winter Wonderland on 
Saturday 25th November 
 
Teddies... We are looking for some lovely, clean, teddies for our teddy tombola at the Winter Wonderland, please hand 
into the office. 
 
Dress down day - 17th November a chocolate donation for the amazingly popular Chocolate Tombola stall that raised 
over £300!! Thank you in advance 
 
 
Thanks to everyone that helps to raise money for the school.  You are all Westwood Heroes… 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147129948666608/
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