
 

 
See our Twitter feed either on the school website or follow us at @westwoodessex for all the latest news.  

Previous newsletters can also be found on the website along with lots of other useful information for parents. 
 

Newsletter – 11th November 2016. 

In this edition:  
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 Out of school achievements.  

 First Day Contact.  

 Sickness and Diarrhoea Policy.  

 PTFA Donations: Reception Children.  

 Children in Need School themed lunch.  

 Children in Need Activities. 

 Flu Immunisation Reminder.  
 
 

 Sibling and Individual Photos.  

 Year 4 ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. 

 Parents’ Christmas Choir Performance.  

 Lost Property TODAY! 

 Christmas Shoebox Appeal –deadline.  

 Parentmail reminder. 

 Clubs.  

 Trips.  

 PTFA News.  

 Calendar.  

 Themed Lunch Menu. 
 

Attendance. 
The school target for attendance is 97%.  Overall, the school achieved 97.69% over the last week. We have a 
tie this week so a big well done to both 1R and 6D who win the attendance award this week with an inpiring 
99.44%.  
 
Parking Outside School – please keep our pupils safe! 
We have received a number of concerns over parking particularly at the end of the day. Parking irresponsibly 
can cause congestion around the school, as well as creating an unsafe environment for our pupils and their 
families, particularly when they are crossing roads and have their view of the road blocked by cars. 
 
We are all equally responsible for doing something about this. Please park and drive responsibly and think 
carefully about where you are parking.  It would be great if no one parked in the restricted areas outside 
school, this small thing would make such a difference. 
 
As always your cooperation in this would be greatly appreciated – we always aim to be a considerate, 
conscientious and safe part of the community. Thank you. 
 
e-safety tip of the week. 

#6: Watch Thinkuknow films to learn more – this valuable resource offers great support and advice for 
parents. It is well worth checking this link out to ensure you, as parents, stay on top of important e-safety 
advice. . 

Help keep our children safe whilst using technology – check out the new resources and advice about e-safety on 
our website at http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/  

http://www.westwoodacademy.org/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/newsletters/
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/information-for-parents/
https://thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
http://www.westwoodacademy.org/about/e-safety/


Open Morning.  
We warmly welcomed many prospective parents to our school on Wednesday this week for our last Open 
Morning this academic year. It was a fantastic turnout and a special thanks to our parent helpers - Marnie Dukes 
and Stephanie Mone - who spoke enthusiastically and informatively about their experiences with our school. It 
was heartening to see our school is being recognised in the local community by the level of interest and support 
we have seen this year at our two open mornings.  
 
Out of School Achievements. 
A big well done to our very own Verity Van Berkum in Year 4 who has just completed her Proficiency level 1 in 
gymnastics – coming home with a medal! She is now working on her bronze award. A great achievement Verity! 
If you have any out of school achievements about your child that you would like mentioned in the school 
newsletter, please email the office at: office@westwoodacademy.org by the Thursday before the Friday 

publication date. Thank you.  

First Day Contact 
As a school, we are committed to following the legally required First Day Contact Procedures to trace any child 
who may be absent that day. Could we please remind all parents to notify the school by 9:30am on the first day 
of your child’s absence. The school has a 24 hour answerphone (please select option 1) for parents to leave a 
message.  Please leave the name of the student that you are reporting as absent, clearly saying their class or 
teacher and a reason for the absence, else it may be coded as unauthorised. The absence will be discussed with 
students on their return to school if it is of concern. Please be aware that there may be a follow up call to discuss 

the absence if there are not satisfactory reasons or evidence provided. 

Sickness and Diarrhoea Policy.  

With this time of year seeing the inevitable rise of highly contagious Sickness and Diarrhoea bugs, a reminder to 
parents that the school follows the Department of Health’s policy of keeping pupils off school for 48 hours after 
the last bout of sickness/ diarrhoea before the child returns. This is to help contain the bug and we do have 
children with low immune systems in the school for who these germs can have serious health implications.  
 
We do have hand gel stations positioned around the school and children will be encouraged to use these at 

various times during the day.  

PTFA Donations: Reception Children. 

Our youngest children are very lucky to have benefitted from a £150 donation from our active and supportive 
PTFA this week; which will be used to purchase books for our early readers to instil this vital early love of 
reading that benefits all areas of their education. We are very grateful for this and thank you to the PTFA and 
the work they do and also the families, such as yourselves, that support their events.  
 
We have also been advised that these youngest members of the school will once again be the benefactors of the 
proceeds from the upcoming, ‘Winter Wonderland’. This is fantastic news as the resources used at this end of a 
child’s education lay fantastic foundations for the future.  
 
The work the PTFA does for the school does transfer into real money for our pupils. We will also see this with 
upcoming KS1 and KS2 pantomime trips – both largely subsidised by the PTFA. Please see the PTFA news at the 

end of this newsletter for upcoming PTFA events.  

 

mailto:office@westwoodacademy.org


Children in Need School Meal Menu – 18th November.  

We will be running a themed lunch to complement our Children in Need Fundraising activity day next Friday. 
Details can be found attached to the end of this newsletter.  

Children in Need – 18th November.  

We are carrying out fundraising for Children In Need – our school council of pupils have come up with ideas to 
raise money – thanks to the pupils of all year groups that participate in the school council! 

 There will be a School Council organised Assault course!  Sponsor forms at the back of last week’s 
newsletter. You can also pick up a form at the School Office. 

 
– Get as many sponsors as you can, please can you make sure sponsorship money is given back to 

the school 2 weeks after the completion date; by Friday 2nd December.  
 

 We will have the ever-popular cake sale! 
– We’d love cake donations from Monday 21st November to hold a cake sale on Wednesday 23rd 

November. Children will need small change on this day. Cakes will be available from breaktime.  
 
Individual and Sibling Photos.  

Pictures will be coming home with your children today with proofs of the photos taken earlier this week. Although 

stated on the accompanying slip, a reminder that the last date for orders is Monday 21st November.  

Year 4 Children. 

Year 4 are reading Charlie and the chocolate factory as their class reading text and will be doing lots of writing 
activities based around the book. If you have a copy of the book at home please can the children bring it in with 
them to use in their literacy lessons. Please make sure the child's name is clearly written on the book.  

Many thanks Mrs Smith. 

Parents’ Christmas Choir Performance. 

For the parents of children attending our after school choir, we are pleased to announce that we will be holding 

a Christmas Carol Concert on Thursday 8th December at 2.30pm. We hope you can make it! 

Flu Immunisation – 2nd December. 

A reminder that if you wish your child to receive this year’s flu immunisation, please return the form to the school 

no later than Wednesday 16th November. 

Lost Property on display – THIS AFTERNOON! 

Lost property will be on display in the atrium during parent consultations.  If you have lost jumpers or cardigans, 

they might be there! 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal.  

Last opportunity for your children to donate to our Christmas Shoe Box appeal. The boxes will be collated and 
sent off after the 18th November. Thank you for all your support so far. Please talk to your children about how 



these gifts will enrich the lives of many children this Christmas. There are videos available online of children 
opening these boxes; but be prepared, there won’t be a dry eye after watching.  

 
Clubs 
Gardening Club. 
Next Wednesday, 16th November, will be the last after school Gardening Club of this year. It will be moving to a 
Wednesday lunchtime after this session until the days grow longer when it will resume on a Wednesday after 
school once more.  
 

TRIPS 

Year 6 Trip. 
A reminder of the Year 6 trip Chelmsford Museum on the 7th December to support work revolved around World 
War 1 and World War 2. The total cost of this trip is £17.85 and payment and permission for this trip is 
available on Parentmail. If we do not receive enough to cover the cost of this trip by Friday 18th November, then 
the trip will have to be cancelled. Please don’t forget to provide your child with a packed lunch on this day.  

 
PTFA News. 

We are very pleased to report that we have donated £150 for Reception to buy new Reception Donation: 
books this week.  
 

You should have had flyers last week for this popular and fun night out. We have already had Quiz night: 
confirmation of some teams and at £5 a ticket of up to ten people per team, plus bring your own drinks and 
snacks, please do support this cheap and, guaranteed entertaining, night out. We normally raise around £300 
from this event.  
 

We are only asking for an hour so you can spend time with Desperate plea for Winter Wonderland Volunteers: 
your family enjoying this event but we are in dire need of helpers to ensure we can run all of our stalls. Please 
see Marnie Dukes direct or comment on the PTFA facebook page if you can help at all.  

Please keep selling and sending them in for your chance of a £100 cash Prize!  Raffle tickets: 
 

This is running next Friday. You will receive a flyer next week but the aim of this event is for Dress down Day: 
the children to bring in chocolate donations which will, in turn, be sold at our Chocolate Tombola stall at our 
Winter Wonderland.  
  
 Any PTFA related business, please see Marnie Dukes or post via the Facebook PTFA page. Thank you.  

 
** For updates and more news on what we are doing, please join the Westwood PTFA page on Facebook** 

 

 

 



School Calendar. 

18 November Christmas Shoebox Appeal – donation deadline day. 

18 November Children in Need Activity day plus themed School Lunch.  

18 November PTFA Non-Uniform Day – Chocolate donations for the Winter Wonderland 
Chocolate Donation Stall.  

21 November Photograph deadline . 

22 November Foundation Stage Parent Workshop 3: Writing. 

23 November Children in Need Cake Sale - breaktime. 

26 November Winter Wonderland 12-4pm. 

30 November Foundation Stage Parent Workshop 4: Maths. 

30 November First Aid – Year 5. 

31 November First Aid – Year 6 

1 December First Aid – Year 4.  

2 December Flu Immunisations.  

7 December Year 6 trip to Chelmsford Museum.  

8 December Parents Christmas Choir Performance.  

13 December KS1 Pantomime Trip. 

15 December KS2 Pantomime Trip to the Cliffs Pavilion.  

16 December Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  

19 December Christmas Lunch. 

20  December Class Christmas Party.  

22 December – 4 
January 2017 

Christmas holidays.  

5 January Return to school after Christmas holidays.  

13-17 February Half Term.  

20 February Non-Pupil day.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 

29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

5 June Return to school after half term.  

21 July  Last day of summer term.  

21 February Return to school after half term.  

3-17 April Easter holidays. 

18 April Non-Pupil day. 

29 May – 2 June Half Term. 

5 June Return to school after half term.  

21 July  Last day of summer term.  



 


